
BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Two new
members are headed to the
Abingdon Town Council fol-
lowing Tuesday’s election as
voters ousted both incum-
bents.

James R. “Scabbo” Ander-
son, 67, and Amanda Pillion,

45, garnered the
most votes, ac-
cording to unof-
ficial results.

The election
means defeat
for current May-
or Wayne Craig,
79, and Vice
Mayor Cindy
Patterson, 54,
both of whom
were elected to
four-year terms
in 2016. A fifth
contestant, Ro-
man Blevins, 22,
received 7.75%

of the vote, according to unof-
ficial results.

Pillion was the top vote-get-
ter with 31.15% of the vote\.

“It’s surprising, but I worked
hard,” said Pillion, who is the
wife of State Sen. Todd Pillion,
R-Abingdon. “I worked hard
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Thank you,
Steve Booher,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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economic recovery » B5
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ONLINE
» Should local schools and
colleges return to their physical
classrooms this fall, after mov-
ing most learning online this
spring due to the coronavirus
pandemic? Take our poll at
HeraldCourier.com.

INSIDE
» Annie Glenn, speech advocate
and wife of astronaut John Glenn,
has died from COVID-19 A4
» Trump accuses WHO of
helping China cover up COVID-19
outbreak A6
» Hairdressers to offer free
haircuts at protest in Michigan
over long lockdown A9

KEY DEVELOPMENTS
» The president has been
drawing criticism from
Democratic leaders and
some health experts after
saying he’s been taking
hydroxychloroquine and a zinc
supplement daily for a week
and a half, after two White
House staffers tested positive
for the coronavirus.
» More than 11 million people
have been tested in the
U.S. for COVID-19, all with
the assurance that their
private medical information
would remain protected and
undisclosed. Yet public officials
in at least two-thirds of states
are sharing the addresses of
people who tested positive with
first responders.
» New cases are sprouting
up from India to South Africa
to Mexico, while Russia and
Brazil now sit behind only the
United States in the number of
reported infections.
» A watchdog group says its
review of death certificates in
Mexico City shows the number
of cases where doctors men-
tioned coronavirus or COVID-19
is more than three times the
official death toll in the city.

COVID-19
LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

4,900,000+
1,500,000+
32,145
18,378

320,000+
90,000+
1,041
305

SOURCES: WHO, CDC,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Memorial Day, especially in
extraordinary times like these,
is a day to remember, honor and
thank all who have served.

On this special day we will give
our carriers and delivery staff

members the opportunity to
spend the holiday at home with
their families. We will not publish
a printed edition of the Herald
Courier on Monday, May 25.

A replica digital e-edition will
publish online on Memorial Day
at Heraldcourier.com. The

e-edition will include all regular
features including updated obitu-
ary listings.

Subscribers may login to ac-
cess the e-edition. Please note:
The comics and television listings
pages that would appear Monday,
May 25, will be instead printed

the day before on Sunday, May
24.

Activate your online account
today at Heraldcourier.com/
activate, or see the activation
instructions advertisement in
today’s Bristol Herald Courier.

— Jim Maxwell, publisher

ELECTION 2020

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — City
voters, in the largest
turnout in a decade,

retained every incumbent on
Tuesday‘s ballot in the city’s
delayed general election.

More than 16% of city
voters cast ballots for the
election, which included two
seats each on the City Coun-
cil and School Board. About
two-thirds of votes were
cast by absentee ballot in
the weeks leading up to the
election, and more than 600
came to the polls Tuesday.
Local elections across the

High turnout sweeps incumbents back into office

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol Virginia elections officer Liz Johnston uses a disinfectant cloth to wipe down a voting booth at
the city hall polling station Tuesday afternoon.

BY MICHELLE R. SMITH,
COLLEEN LONG and JEFF AMY

The Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Public
health officials in some states
are accused of bungling coro-
navirus infection statistics
or even using a little sleight
of hand to deliberately make
things look better than they are.

The risk is that politicians,
business owners and ordinary
Americans who are making
decisions about lockdowns,
reopenings and other day-to-
day matters could be left with
the impression that the virus is
under more control than it ac-
tually is.

In Virginia, Texas and Ver-

mont, for example, officials
said they have been combining
the results of viral tests, which
show an active infection, with
antibody tests, which show a
past infection. Public health ex-
perts say that can make for im-
pressive-looking testing totals
but does not give a true picture
of how the virus is spreading.

In Florida, the data scientist
who developed the state’s coro-
navirus dashboard, Rebekah
Jones, said this week that she
was fired for refusing to manip-
ulate data “to drum up support
for the plan to reopen.” Calls
to health officials for comment

Some states’ COVID-19 testing datamay
offer inconsistent or confusing picture

See TESTING, Page A5

ASHLEE REZIN GARCIA/CHICAGO SUN-TIMES VIA AP

A worker instructs people on how to collect their own nasopharyngeal
swab samples to test for the coronavirus at a drive-thru testing site
organized by the nonprofit organization Community Organized Relief
Effort (CORE) at Dr. Jorge Prieto Math and Science Academy in Chicago
on Monday.
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Anthony Farnum talks Tuesday night about keeping his seat on
the Bristol Virginia City Council. Farnum was appointed to fill an
unexpired term in November 2018, making this his first election win.

Anderson

Pillion

See ABINGDON, Page A5

2 newcomers
elected to
Abingdon
Town Council

Record numbers

CANDIDATE RESULTS

James R. “Scabbo”
Anderson

514
(25.87%)

Roman D.
Blevins

154
(7.75%)

J. Wayne
Craig

326
(16.41%)

M. Cindy
Patterson

367
(18.47%)

Amanda L.
Pillion

619
(31.15%)

100% of precincts reporting

*bold indicates winners | results unofficial

See BRISTOL, Page A5

Thompson award:
Third finalist named
for annual honor

Hungry Mother Festival

canceled for first time in

nearly 50-year history
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