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Hay collected and stored by Wayne Campbell, who operates a farm near Abingdon. Campbell (below) says the recent rains have been beneficial.

‘ A deck

of cards’
Recent wet weather having mixed impacts on local farmers

TIM DODSON/BHC

Robert Helvey, a cattle
farmer in Sullivan County.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

T
he recent deluge of rain
came at a critical time for
local farmers who were

cutting, drying and harvest-
ing hay in May and June, and
cattle farmers, in particular, are
reporting mixed results.

To date, 2019 has been the
second wettest year for the Tri-
Cities area, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service. In June,
rainfall was 7.67 inches, well
above June’s average monthly

total of 3.9 inches, according to
NWS data from the Tri-Cities
Airport. Other parts of the
region also had wet conditions
— Tennessee Valley Authority
gauge data said there were 5.17
inches in Abingdon and 8.45
inches at the South Holston
Dam last month.

“It is a deck of cards you play
when you’re a farmer,” said
Robert Helvey, a cattle farmer in
Sullivan County.

On a recent tour of his fields
near Tri-Cities Airport in

Blountville, Helvey said he has
found the rain this year to be
mostly beneficial — he got a first
cutting of hay done in May and
thinks the rain has helped his
hay grow quickly for a second
cutting. It’s also helpful for his
pasture, he said.

However, for Dwight King, a
cattle farmer in Sullivan County
who also grows alfalfa for horse
hay, the frequent rainfall has
limited the windows when he’s

See FARMERS, Page A5

Immigrants fired fromTrump clubs seekmeeting
BY BERNARD CONDON

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A group of immi-
grant workers fired from President
Donald Trump’s golf clubs say they
want to meet with him at the White
House to make the case that they
should not be deported.

The 21 maids, groundskeep-
ers and other workers fired earlier
this year from five of Trump’s clubs
asked their former employer in a

letter this week to remember all
their hard work and give them a
chance to make their case in person
why they should stay in the country.

“I’m hopeful that he’ll look at the
letter. I believe he has a heart,” said
Gabriel Sedano, who worked for 14
years as a handyman at Trump’s
club in Westchester County, New
York, before he was fired in January.

The response on White House
stationery Wednesday, in what ap-

peared to be a form letter, assured
the workers that “we are reviewing
your message.” The White House
didn’t respond Friday to a request
for further comment.

The troubles for Trump workers
started in December when a maid
who had made the president’s bed
at his club in Bedminster, New Jer-
sey, told The New York Times that

See IMMIGRANTS, Page A10

US to pursue
question on
census, but
path unclear
President considers
using executive order

BY MARK SHERMAN and JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department said Friday it will
press its search for legal grounds
to force the inclusion of a citizen-
ship question on the 2020 Cen-
sus, hours after President Donald
Trump said he is “very seriously”
considering an executive order to
get the question on the form.

Trump said his administration
is exploring a number of legal op-
tions, but the Justice Department
did not say exactly what options
remain now that the Supreme
Court has barred the question at
least temporarily.

The government has already
begun the process of printing the
census questionnaire without
that question.

The administration’s focus on
asking broadly about citizen-
ship for the first time since 1950
reflects the enormous political
stakes and potential costs in the
once-a-decade population count
that determines the allocation of
seats in the House of Representa-
tives for the next 10 years and the
distribution of some $675 billion
in federal spending. It also reflects
Trump’s interest in reshaping how
congressional districts are drawn.

“You need it for Congress, for
districting,” he said Friday. “How
many people are there? Are they
citizens? Are they not citizens?
You need it for many reasons.”

Districts now are based on the
total population. Some Repub-
licans want them based on the
population of eligible voters, a
change that could disadvantage
Democrats by excluding immi-
grants. The Supreme Court has
left open the issue of whether
districts based only on the popu-
lation of eligible voters is consti-
tutional.

The Census Bureau’s own ex-
perts have said a citizenship
question would discourage im-
migrants from participating in
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