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LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

111,709,400+
28,188,300+
565,270
766,089

2,473,700+
500,200+
7,486
11,153

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP
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#VACCINATED IN TENNESSEE:
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1,131,689
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BACK TO THE GRIDIRON

BY DENISE LAVOIE and SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — State lawmakers gave final
approval Monday to legislation that will end capi-
tal punishment in Virginia, a dramatic turnaround
for a state that has executed more people in its
long history than any other.

The legislation repealing the death penalty now
heads to Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam, who
has said he will sign it into law, making Virginia the
23rd state to stop executions.

“There’s a realization that it is time to end this

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Long-term plans for the Men-
dota Trail could include extend-
ing the hiking and biking trail into
downtown Bristol.

The Mendota Trail Conservancy
is currently engaged with Equi-
nox Environmental, a consulting,
planning and design firm in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, to develop a
master plan for the trail. The rails-
to-trails project currently extends
12.5 miles between the city of
Bristol and the town of Mendota
in Washington County — with

about 6 miles currently open to
the public.

Only the trailhead and parking
area are in the city, but that could
change, City Planner Sally Mor-
gan said Monday.

“When they went out for [mas-
ter plan] proposals, we made
sure they included looking at the
route. How could it work? Could
a trail practically be brought from
the trailhead into downtown Bris-
tol? We’re hoping to get a plan of
how it could work, recognizing it
could take a long time and a lot of
money to make it happen.”

The trailhead is at 1051 Island
Road, near an Interstate 81 over-
pass.

Morgan said a city segment
would likely be a city-funded
project.

“The consultants came out and
looked at it. They’re going to give
some idea of a preferred route,
where the problem areas are —
and they are very challenging be-
cause you’ve got Euclid Avenue
to cross, the old railroad right-of-
way, Shearer’s, Commonwealth
Avenue extension. You’ve got tight
spots and traffic congestion areas.

And there is leaving the trailhead
at Island Road and getting across
that intersection,” Morgan said.

The city failed multiple times to
establish the trail, amid lawsuits
and opposition from landowners,
before donating its land holdings
in 2016 to Mountain Heritage —
predecessor to the conservancy.

Bob Mueller, a member of the
trail’s board of directors, said trail
officials support a Bristol seg-
ment.

“We would love for the trail

Mendota Trail may connect to Bristol

See MENDOTA, Page A5

Stay up to
date with local
and national
coronavirus
coverage

Resource center
heraldcourier.com/resources

» Find information on vaccina-
tions and testing in your area.

Email
heraldcourier.com/newsletters

» Sign up to receive daily pan-
demic roundups.

Updates
heraldcourier.com/coronavirus

» Read the latest news about
COVID-19 in your community.

Virginia lawmakers vote to
abolish the death penalty

See DEATH, Page A5

BY HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH
and TAMMY WEBBER

Associated Press

The COVID-19 death toll
in the U.S. topped 500,000
Monday, a staggering num-
ber that all but matches the
number of Americans killed
in World War II, Korea and
Vietnam combined.

The lives lost, as recorded
by Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, are about equal to the
population of Kansas City,
Missouri, and greater than
that of Miami; Raleigh,
North Carolina; or Omaha,
Nebraska. The U.S. recorded
an estimated 405,000 deaths
in World War II, 58,000 in the
Vietnam War and 36,000 in
the Korean War.

President Joe Biden held
a moment of silence and a
candle-lighting ceremony
at the White House and or-
dered U.S. flags lowered
at federal buildings for the
next five days.

Monday’s grim milestone
comes as states redouble
efforts to get the coronavi-
rus vaccine into arms after
last week’s winter weather
closed clinics, slowed vac-
cine deliveries and forced

See VIRUS, Page A5

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

T
he Chilhowie Warriors football team prepares to break through the sign that their cheeleaders are

holding on Monday night. Numerous teams in Southwest Virginia opened their season on Monday

night and will continue to play on Friday and Saturday for the next 6 weeks. For all the scores, see the

Bristol Herald Courier Sports section.

AG nominee Garland
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on Capitol riot
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