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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tues-
day abruptly forced out John
Bolton, his hawkish national
security adviser with whom
he had strong disagreements

on Iran, Af-
ghanistan and
a cascade of
other global
challenges.

The sud-
den shake-up
marked the lat-
est departure
of a promi-

nent voice of dissent from
the president’s inner circle,
as Trump has grown less ac-
cepting of advice contrary to
his instincts. It also comes at a
trying moment for Trump on
the world stage, weeks ahead
of the United Nations General
Assembly and as the president
faces pressing decisions on
difficult foreign policy issues.

Tensions between Bolton,
Trump’s third national se-
curity adviser, and other of-
ficials have flared in recent
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Residents oppose RV park rezoning request
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Residents of
one city neighborhood packed
the City Council chambers to
voice their displeasure with a
proposal to locate an RV park
and campground on adjacent
land on Tuesday.

More than 20 people spoke
out against the plan during a
joint public hearing involving
the City Council and Plan-
ning Commission. The city
has received a request to re-
zone about 19 hillside acres

off Long Crescent Road from
R-1A single family residen-
tial to B-3 general business.
The land overlooks Interstate
81 and is next to the Wood-
men of the World insurance
office, while the majority of

residences are on the opposite
side of the hill.

The request came from a
group called Long Crescent
LLC, which is comprised of
Councilman Kevin Wingard’s
wife, daughter and son-in-
law. Wingard said he wasn’t
part of that group but de-

clared the conflict at the be-
ginning of the hearing. He has
abstained from voting and
discussion while the Planning
Commission developed regu-
lations for RV parks during
the summer.

Coal in
SWVa.
remains
halted

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Thousands of tons of coal
stockpiled in Southwest
Virginia remain halted as a
federal bankruptcy judge
considers questions related
to whether coal mined by
Blackjewel LLC was pro-
duced in violation of labor
laws and if a separate com-
pany that bought the coal
can be allowed to move it.

Because the bankruptcy
court in Charleston, West
V i rg i n i a ,
has not yet
ruled on
these is-
sues, a fed-
eral dis-
trict court
judge in
Abingdon extended a tem-
porary restraining order last
Friday to prevent the trans-
port of coal located at three
Blackjewel sites in Virginia
near Raven, Honaker and
Appalachia.

The U.S. Department of
Labor argues in court fil-
ings that coal at sites in
Virginia and Kentucky are
“hot goods” produced by
unpaid workers, running
afoul of the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act. The law prohibits
the transportation of goods
made in violation of mini-
mum wage and overtime
requirements.

Blackjewel, which was one
of the country’s largest coal
producers, filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection
on July 1 in U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of West Virginia. At the
same time, it laid off hun-
dreds of workers at its facili-
ties in Kentucky, West Vir-
ginia, Wyoming and Virgin-
ia, and many reported that
their final paychecks from
the company bounced.

As the coal company
moves through bankruptcy
proceedings and sells its as-
sets, it’s been unclear when
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Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee speaks at the Northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia Regional Economic
Forum on Tuesday at ETSU. Hundreds gathered to hear data reports on population and workforce trends.

Call to action

Leaders meet to address region’s stagnant
population and economic development growth

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

J
OHNSON CITY, Tenn. — A
forum held Tuesday in
Johnson City was a call

to action for local business,
industry and higher education
leaders to address the region’s
stagnant population and eco-
nomic development growth.

Hundreds gathered at East
Tennessee State University’s
Millennium Center to hear
data reports on population
and workforce trends. A panel
of local leaders also answered
questions about what they
think should be done to move
the region forward.

The meeting was called
the Northeast Tennessee and
Southwest Virginia Regional
Economic Forum, but the fo-
cus was primarily on Northeast
Tennessee.

The overall takeaway of the
four-hour forum was a fo-
cus on “regionalism,” which
would encourage cooperation

between Northeast Tennes-
see and Southwest Virginia to
boost prosperity, quality of life,
economic development and
job opportunities. Many speak-
ers hoped to form an “umbrella
agency” that could represent
the region.

The regionalism effort has
been underway for more than
a year with the creation of the
Blue Ribbon Task Force, made
up of mayors and commis-
sioners of Sullivan and Wash-
ington counties in Tennessee.
The task force aims to bolster
regional cooperation on tour-
ism, economic development
and workforce development

and recruitment. A total of 70
participants, divided into five
action groups from several
Northeast Tennessee counties,
will present their conclusions
to the task force in a few weeks,
according to Washington
County Mayor Joe Grandy.

Eastman Chemical Co. CEO
Mark Costa, Ballad Health
CEO Alan Levine, Niswonger
Foundation Chairman Scott
Niswonger, Bank of Tennes-
see’s Bill Greene Jr. and Bristol
Motor Speedway General
Manager Jerry Caldwell talked
about the need for a regional
effort because they’ve seen that
— historically and currently
— there isn’t a clear reason for
outside companies to locate to
the region, and the economy is
suffering because of it.

Some speakers also high-
lighted the recent push to
rename the Tri-Cities and
surrounding areas to create a

ONLINE

View a PDF of the
presentation given
by East Tennessee
State University

President and professor Brian
Noland and ETSU professor Jon
Smith at HeraldCourier.com.
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