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Contura offers $20.6M for Blackjewelmines

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol, Tennessee-based Con-
tura Energy has stepped forward
as a potential buyer for three

mines owned by bankrupt coal
producer Blackjewel LLC in Wyo-
ming and West Virginia.

But the proposal is not yet a
done deal. A federal bankruptcy

court hearing held Thursday af-
ternoon to consider the deal was
continued to Friday morning.

If approved, Blackjewel would
sell the Belle Ayr and Eagle Butte
mines in the Powder River Basin
in Wyoming and the Pax Surface
mine in West Virginia to Contura
in exchange for $20.6 million, ac-

cording to the proposal described
by Blackjewel’s attorneys in a
court filing Thursday. Contura
would also be responsible for the
multimillion-dollar reclamation
obligations at the sites.

Under the proposal, Contura
would serve as a “stalking horse”
bidder in the sale of three surface

mines — meaning it would set
the minimum auction price.

The deal could see 700 employ-
ees in Wyoming return to work,
Blackjewel’s attorneys said in
court documents — but separate
from these sales, it’s unclear what

Bristol, Tenn.-based company potential buyer
for three coal mines in Wyoming, West Virginia
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Alabama postpones
Bristol concert due
to health concerns
Band’s performance was to be inaugural
event for Thunder Valley Amphitheatre

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Ala-
bama, the legendary coun-
try music act, is postponing
its performance Saturday at
the new Thunder Valley Am-
phitheatre at Bristol Drag-
way.

The band informed the
new music venue in Bris-
tol that they will be unable
to perform due to ongoing
health issues for lead singer
Randy Owen. The band also
postponed shows last week-
end in Canada.

A show in Columbus,
Georgia, is also postponed
this weekend, according to
Tony Conway of Conway En-
tertainment Group.

“Randy Owen has been ad-
vised by doctors that he can-
not perform this weekend
as he continues treatment
for vertigo and migraines,”
Conway said in a written
statement on Thursday eve-
ning. “We apologize for any
inconvenience for those that
have tickets to these shows,
but wish to reassure fans
that Alabama is trying to
reschedule these shows as
soon as possible.”

All tickets purchased
through the Thunder Valley
Amphitheatre and Ticket-
master will be honored on
the rescheduled date, said
Bristol Motor Speedway,
which operates the drag-
way and amphitheater. If
the ticketholder is unable

to attend on the resched-
uled night, they may contact
their point of purchase for a
refund, BMS added.

“We were anticipating an
incredible night of music
under the lights, but we can’t
argue with doctor’s orders,
so we wish Randy Owen a
speedy recovery,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice
president and general man-
ager of the Thunder Valley
Amphitheatre. “Thank you
to all of those who made the
Thunder Valley Amphithe-
atre’s inaugural concert a
sellout. While this is disap-
pointing, we remain com-
mitted to bringing great en-
tertainment to this region.”

Alabama’s concert was
to be the inaugural event
for the new amphitheatre.
The band previously per-
formed at the speedway in
the 1980s. BMS announced
earlier this month that the
concert, which also was to
feature John Michael Mont-
gomery, was sold out.

The Bristol stop was part
of the band’s 50th anniver-
sary reunion.

Caldwell previously said
there would be other perfor-
mances this year at the am-
phitheater but said they are
currently only in talks with
potential artists.

rsorrell@bristolnews.com
276-645-2531

Twitter: @RSorrellBHC
facebook.com/robertsorrelltn
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Beef ‘O’Brady’s will open Monday adjacent to the Abingdon Cinemall movie theaters. BELOW: The front of the eatery.

‘My way’
New Beef ‘O’Brady’s in Abingdon
‘doesn’t look like any other’

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Steve
Weston bought into the
Beef ‘O’Brady’s name, logo

and food concepts.
But, that’s about it.
“I wanted to do everything here

my way,” said Weston, the owner
of the new Beef ‘O’Brady’s, at 735
E. Main St., in Abingdon. “But I
wanted to use their menu.”

Weston’s Beef ‘O’Brady’s is
slated to open Monday, with 193
seats and an overwhelming 117
TV screens.

“This doesn’t look like any
other Beef ‘O’Brady’s that they’ve
ever done,” Weston promised.

Outside, a note on a window
above the entrance says, “Cau-
tion: Visual Overload Ahead.”

Inside, Weston has placed rows
of full-scale professional football
helmets on the partitions above
booths, including many pitted
against each other to represent
Super Bowl competitions.

The restaurant interior also
includes dozens of poster-sized,
framed photos of sports com-
petitions in boxing, soccer, foot-
ball, baseball and basketball.

“This area is hungry for a busi-

ness like this,” said Co-Manager
Kathy Davis, 58.

Weston, 69, the restaurant
owner, moved to Abingdon
from Delray Beach, Florida, in
1996 and opened the Abingdon
Cinemall near Abingdon High
School in 1998.

Early on, he had another
restaurant at the Cinemall. But,
that lasted only a few months.
Then, a few months ago, Weston
discovered Beef ‘O’Brady’s and
decided to open an outlet.

Established in 1985 and
based in Tampa, Florida, Beef
‘O’Brady’s is a franchise of
family-themed sports pubs that
feature a menu of wings, fresh
Angus burgers, crisp salads,
pizza and flatbreads, along with
a kids’ menu and a full bar.

The restaurant chain currently
operates 172 locations in 23
states, including nearby Tennes-
see locations at Elizabethton,

Professional football helmets are on the partitions at the Beef ‘O’Brady’s.
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