
TUESDAY, July 28, 2020 HeraldCourier.com 148th Year | $2.00

TRUTH. ACCURACY. FAIRNESS.

INSIDE: CLASSIFIED B6-B8 | COMICS B4 | DEATHS A4, A5 | OPINION A7 | SCOREBOARD B2 | TELEVISION B5

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee | The Birthplace of Country Music ® | 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service | 2018 Scripps Howard Award for Community Journalism

Thank you,
Joan M.
Shaver,

for subscribing
to the Bristol

Herald Courier.

82/67

Portland’s
streets:
Anger, fear
and a fence
that divides
BY MIKE BALSAMO and GILLIAN FLACCUS

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — The party
at the Salmon Street Springs foun-
tain, a riverfront landmark in the
heart of Portland, was just getting
started.

Dozens of drummers beat out
entrancing rhythms, and a crowd
of hundreds danced joyfully and
wildly. Poster boards bore the
names of dozens of Black men
and women killed by police, and
10-year-old Xavier Minor jumped
into the center of the circle and
started dancing with abandon.
The emcee took note.

“Yo, Black kids are the future!
Black kids are the future!” he
shouted.

A few minutes later, as night
fell, the music stopped — and the
march to the federal courthouse
began.

Two blocks away, the several
dozen federal law enforcement
agents guarding the Mark O. Hat-
field Federal Courthouse could
hear the crowd of protesters —
about 4,000 people at its peak.

“It’s scary. You open those doors
out, when the crowd is shaking
the fence, and ... on the other
side of that fence are people that
want to kill you because of the
job we chose to do and what we
represent,” said a Deputy U.S.
Marshal who has been protecting
the courthouse for weeks. He re-
quested anonymity because pro-
testers identified him previously
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BY LAURAN NEERGAARD,
MICHAEL HILL and JOCELYN NOVECK

The Associated Press

The biggest test yet of an ex-
perimental COVID-19 vaccine
got underway Monday with the
first of some 30,000 Americans
rolling up their sleeves to receive
shots created by the U.S. govern-
ment as part of the all-out global
race to stop the pandemic.

The glimmer of hope came
even as Google, in one of the
gloomiest assessments of the
coronavirus’s staying power
from a major employer, decreed
that most of its 200,000 employ-
ees and contractors should work
from home through next June —

a decision that could influence
other big companies.

Final-stage testing of the vac-
cine, developed by the National
Institutes of Health and Mod-
erna Inc., began with volun-

teers at numerous sites around
the U.S. given either a real dose
or a dummy without being told
which.

Experimental vaccine put to biggest test
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ABINGDON,VIRGINIA

‘A lot to offer’
Newmayor Derek Webb hopes
to push for diverse economy

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Derek
Webb made history
earlier this month when
members of the Abing-

don Town Council appointed the
36-year-old as the town’s mayor,
making him the youngest person
to hold the office.

“I don’t think my age makes
a whole lot of difference,” said
Webb, who has worked 13 years
as a pharmacist at Food City in
Abingdon.

“But I do think being young
lends itself toward relating to and
networking with the younger gen-
eration and their families. I think I
have a pretty good understanding
of what the citizens of this town
want.”

Webb joined the Abingdon
Town Council in 2018, along with
Donna Quetsch and Al Bradley,
the top three vote-getters of the
eight candidates. James “Scabbo”
Anderson and Amanda Pillion
were elected this May.

This month, he replaced Wayne
Craig, who had held the mayor’s
post since 2016.

The new mayor compared his
role as a pharmacist with his mis-
sion as town mayor.

“People are looking for an
honest, neutral, rational person
who cares about his customers —
someone who is willing to listen
and do the right thing.

“It’s the same with holding
office.

“I try hard to be transparent
and accessible — someone who
puts the work in and represents
everyone as best as he can.

“I guess you can say that my
career as a pharmacist has spilled
over to being the mayor,” Webb
said with a smile.

The Abingdon native, who likes
to call himself an “Abingdonian,”
said he is excited about the town’s
future and what can be accom-
plished with a community work-
ing together.

“Honestly, I decided to run for
office because I felt Abingdon was
in a place where we have great po-
tential. My goal always has been
like the Boy Scouts’ Golden Rule:
to leave it better than you found
it,” he said.

“I just want the town to be pros-
perous and to attract businesses.
That’s why I’ve been an advocate
for the sports complex at The
Meadows. If you want to attract
young families to settle in Abing-
don, you have to build venues for
them to keep them here. If we’re
going to have a place where all
generations want to live, then we
must have a lot to offer.

“We’re making strides in that
direction, for sure.”

Moving forward

First, Webb wants to focus on
diversification and attracting
more people to town.

“For a long time, we’ve put our
eggs in one basket, which is tour-
ism,” he said. “Don’t misunder-
stand me. I think tourism is vital
to the town’s success, but we have
to diversify and find other ways
to attract people.”

The mayor said the new
Interstate 81 exchange at Exit 14
will help pave the way for more
business opportunities.

“Eventually, you’ll see that part
of town blossom and grow. A lot
of travelers like to see an attrac-
tive exit. We want to lure people
off the interstate who don’t usu-
ally come through here,” he said.

According to him, the town will
also have new interstate ex-

changes at Exits 19 and 17.
“These projects are fully funded

by the Virginia Department of
Transportation. The project at
Exit 19 could start any time now,
and the redo for Exit 17 is sched-
uled for early next year.

“How many towns can say they
have all three entrances into
town redone?” he asked.

The new mayor will continue

work initiated by the former
mayor.

“A lot of his emphasis was put
on infrastructure work — making
sure we have an attractive town,”
Webb said.

He will pick up with oversee-
ing the Parks Street Project, an
extensive project that involves
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Derek Webb, the new mayor of Abingdon, at 36 is the youngest person
ever to hold the office. Webb joined the Town Council in 2018 and works
as a pharmacist at Food City.
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BY JILL COLVIN and ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump’s national se-
curity adviser, Robert O’Brien,
has tested positive for the
coronavirus — making him

the highest-ranking official to
test positive so far.

The White House said
O’Brien has mild symptoms
and “has been self-isolating

Trump national security adviser
Robert O’Brien has coronavirus
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As protesters gather behind a
fence, federal officers work to
maintain a perimeter in front of the
Mark O. Hatfield U.S. Courthouse on
July 24 in Portland, Oregon.
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