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Suboxone
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MAKING A SPLASH

PHOTOS BY ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BOVE: 5-year-old Mack

Humphrey stands

under a spout at the

Steele Creek Splash Pad on

Thursday morning. RIGHT:

3-year-old Jake Eige plays

at the pad. LEFT: 7-year-old

James Humphrey takes aim

while playing with a water gun.

Opioid
maker
to pay
$1.4B
Deal largest US opioid
settlement in history

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Federal
authorities on Thursday an-
nounced a $1.4 billion settle-
ment with the former market-
ers of Suboxone, a powerful
opioid treatment drug.

Reckitt Benckiser Group, also
known as RB Group, agreed to
pay $1.4 billion to resolve its
potential criminal and civil lia-
bility related
to a federal
i n v e s t i g a -
tion into the
m a rk e t i n g
of the opi-
oid addic-
tion treat-
ment drug, according to a news
release.

The resolution — the larg-
est recovery in a case concern-
ing an opioid drug — includes
the forfeiture of $647 million of
proceeds, civil settlements with
the federal government and
the states totaling $700 million
and a $50 million administra-
tive resolution with the Federal
Trade Commission.

Suboxone is a drug approved
for use by recovering opioid ad-
dicts to avoid or reduce with-
drawal symptoms. Suboxone
and its active ingredient, bu-
prenorphine, are powerful and
addictive opioids.

“The opioid epidemic con-
tinues to be a serious crisis for
our nation, and I’m proud of the
work the Department of Justice
and our partners are doing to
address this epidemic,” Princi-
pal Deputy Associate Attorney
General Claire Murray said in
the statement.

See OPIOID, Page A9

Trump abandons census citizenship question
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump abandoned his con-
troversial bid to inject a citizenship
question into next year’s census
Thursday, instead directing federal
agencies to try to compile the infor-
mation using existing databases.

He insisted he was “not backing
down,” declaring in a Rose Garden
announcement that the goal was
simple and reasonable: “a clear

breakdown of the number of citi-
zens and noncitizens that make up
the United States population.”

But the decision was clearly a
reversal, after the Supreme Court
blocked his effort by disputing his
administration’s rationale for de-
manding that census respondents
declare whether or not they were
citizens. Trump had said last week
that he was “very seriously” con-
sidering an executive order to try to

force the question. But the govern-
ment has already begun the lengthy
and expensive process of printing
the census questionnaire without
it, and such a move would surely
have drawn an immediate legal
challenge.

Instead, Trump said Thursday
that he would be signing an execu-
tive order directing every federal
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