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B
RISTOL, Va. — Joanne
“J.J.” Liu is accus-
tomed to raking in big

prizes at the poker table,
but after learning that a
Hard Rock Resort and Ca-
sino was coming to Bristol,
Virginia, she recognized the
investment opportunity.

Liu, a longtime profes-
sional poker player who
operates a successful com-
mercial real estate business,
is the new owner of the
former Comfort Inn on Lee
Highway, just off Interstate
81’s Exit 5. The hotel is just
4 miles from the site of the
casino resort planned for
the Bristol Mall site.

“I was doing a lot of real
estate investment, buying
commercial property, and
I saw Bristol was going to
vote on a Hard Rock casino
last November. I saw it as
a tremendous opportunity
for me to come here and
have an investment in the
real estate market,” Liu said
Monday. “I will start with
this. I have a lot of inves-
tors interested in this area
because of what is going to
happen with the Hard Rock
casino.”

Many international
investors are looking at the

Bristol and Tri-Cities market
due to the Hard Rock proj-
ect, she said.

Born in Taiwan, Liu lived
in California and Las Vegas
before recently moving to
Georgia. All she previously
knew of Bristol was Bristol
Motor Speedway, but that all
changed upon her arrival.

“It has a lot to offer like
the country music, a lot of
beautiful scenery. … It’s a

really nice place to be,” Liu
said.

She bought the 84-room
hotel at auction and re-
named it the Bristol Arcadia
Inn, in deference to Greek
mythology where Arcadia
was an unspoiled, harmoni-
ous wilderness. The Twin
City’s sister city, Bristol,
England, also has many
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Professional poker player Joanne “J.J.” Liu has purchased the former Comfort Inn at Exit 5 in Bristol,
Virginia and rebranded it as the Bristol Arcadia Inn.
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Joanne “J.J.” Liu, in addition to her career in real estate, has found
success in poker tournaments. She has earned $3.4 million during
during her 20 years of playing.
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Associated Press

PORTSMOUTH, Va. —
President Joe Biden traveled
Monday to coastal Virginia
to promote his plans to in-
crease spending on education
and children, part of his $1.8
trillion families proposal an-
nounced last week.

Visiting Tidewater Com-
munity College with first lady
Jill Biden, the president dis-
cussed his $109 billion pro-
posal to provide Americans
with two years of tuition-free
community college. He’s also
seeking over $80 billion for
Pell Grants to help college af-
fordability and $62 billion for
programs that could improve
completion rates at commu-
nity colleges and institutions
that predominantly serve dis-
advantaged students.

The president said that
education was the key to the
country’s dominance and that
people needed classes beyond
high school for the nation to
be globally competitive.

“When America made 12
years of public education
universal in America in the
early 1900s, it made us the
best educated nation in the
world,” Biden said. “The rest
of the world has caught up to
us. They’re not waiting. And
12 years is no longer enough
to compete with the world in
the 21st century and lead the
21st century.”

Community college is an is-
sue of personal importance to
the Bidens. The first lady is an
English professor at Northern
Virginia Community College
in Alexandria.

“My students, like all the
students here, I’m sure, come

See BIDEN, Page A4
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BRISTOL, Va. — Schedules
for Bristol, Virginia’s six pub-
lic schools will likely change
again next year, as the recov-
ery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues.

On Monday night, the city
School Board got its first
look at the proposed sched-
ule changes, which would go
into effect in August. Under
the plan, elementary schools
would operate from 8 a.m. un-
til 2:30 p.m., a half-hour later
than this year. Virginia Middle
would begin at 8:30 a.m. and
dismiss at 3:30 p.m., while Vir-
ginia High would start at 8:35
a.m. and dismiss at 3:35 – both
a half-hour earlier than this
current year.

The board is expected to
vote on the proposed changes
at its June meeting.

“This year, we were able to
take 30 minutes off the in-
structional day due to dou-
bling up on buses. Next year,

See SCHOOLS, Page A8
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