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City of Hialeah employees loading up food and vegetables to
hundreds of cars lined up for hours early during a drive-thru
food distribution at the Goodlet Park in Hialeah, Florida, as
the coronavirus pandemic continues on Wednesday.

RED SAND PROJECT

Record economic plunge, bleak
jobs numbers reveal virus toll

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER and PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON — The coronavi-
rus pandemic sent the U.S. econo-
my plunging by a record-shattering
32.9% annual rate last quarter and
is still inflicting damage across the
country, squeezing already struggling
businesses and forcing a wave of lay-
offs that shows no sign of abating.

The economy’s collapse in the April-

Junequarter,stunninginitsspeedand
depth, came as a resurgence of the vi-
ral outbreak has pushed businesses to
close for a second time in many areas.
The government’s estimate of the sec-
ond-quarter fall in the gross domes-
tic product has no comparison since
records began in 1947. The previous
worst quarterly contraction — at 10%,
less than a third of what was reported
Thursday — occurred in 1958 during

the Eisenhower administration.
Soon after the government issued

the bleak economic data, President
Donald Trump diverted attention
by suggesting a “delay” in the Nov. 3
presidential election, based on his
unsubstantiated allegations that
widespread mail-in voting will result
in fraud. The dates of presidential

Dharma
plans
move to
Abingdon

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Dharma Pharma-
ceuticals plans to relocate opera-
tions from the Bristol Mall to a rural
site on Watauga Road in Abingdon.

The company is one of five pro-
cessors with state approval to grow
cannabis, extract the cannabidiol
oils to produce medicines and sell
those products to state-registered
patients. The firm received its state
permit from the Virginia Board of
Pharmacy in January, after passing
its final inspection and began pro-
duction this past winter in the for-
mer J.C. Penney store.

However, the vacant mall prop-
erty in Bristol, Virginia is now
planned as the site of the proposed
Hard Rock Bristol Resort and Ca-
sino, pending a Nov. 3 public ref-
erendum vote. Site plans for the
proposed casino show the current
Dharma space designated as a con-
ference center.

“In June 2020, we received a no-
tification from our landlord that
our lease would be terminated at
the Bristol Mall, so we conducted
an extensive search around the
area and settled on 26864 Watauga
Road,” Dharma CEO Jack Page said.
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Janice Martin, with the Tennessee I-81 Welcome Center, spreads red sand Thursday during the Red Sand Project to raise awareness of human trafficking.

Spreading awareness
Health department, state agencies host event on human trafficking

BY SARAH WADE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — At around 8:30
Thursday morning, before the day’s
heat had really set in, Audrey Holley

crouched outside the entrance to the
Interstate 81 S Welcome Center in Bristol
to do something curious. The plastic cup

she held was full of bright red sand, which
she slowly, carefully poured into a side-
walk crack. Several people around her did

the same, until the sidewalk appeared to
be bleeding a little along various cracks.

They were participating in the Red Sand
Project, a campaign that uses art to raise
awareness about victims of human traf-
ficking.

See RED, Page A9

ONLINE
Watch video from the project
by clicking on this story at
HeraldCourier.com.

See DHARMA, Page A7

See ECONOMY, Page A9

Trump floats idea of election delay
BY ZEKE MILLER and COLLEEN LONG

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump, lagging in the
polls and grappling with deepen-
ing economic and public health
crises, on Thursday floated the
startling idea of delaying the
Nov. 3 presidential election. His
campaign to sow doubt about
the election’s outcome drew im-
mediate pushback from Demo-
crats and Republicans alike in a
nation that has held itself up as a
beacon to the world for its histo-

ry of peaceful transfer of power.
Trump suggested the delay as

he pushed unsubstantiated al-
legations that increased mail-in
voting due to the coronavirus
pandemic would result in fraud.
But shifting Election Day is vir-
tually impossible and the very
idea represented another brac-
ing attempt by Trump to under-
mine confidence in the Ameri-
can political system.

The date of the presidential
election — the Tuesday after the
first Monday in November in ev-

ery fourth year — is enshrined in
federal law and would require an
act of Congress to change.

Top Republicans in Congress
quickly rebuffed Trump’s sug-
gestion. Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell said the elec-
tion date is set in stone and
House GOP leader Kevin McCar-
thy said the election “should go
forward” as planned. Regardless,
the Constitution makes no pro-
visions for a delay in the end of

See TRUMP, Page A7
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