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PLAY BALL
Finally! It’s opening day for

MLB amid pandemic, empty
parks, social justice » B1

STILL A GO
TSSAA chooses football
option for fall, but delays

start date » B1

ELECTION
Tenn. secretary of state

opposes absentee
drop boxes » A3

COVID-19 case increases

Locality 7/9 7/21 Increase
Northeast Tenn. 1,327 2,673 1,346
Carter 77 220 143
Cocke 126 231 105
Greene 123 238 115
Hamblen 422 738 316
Hancock 10 37 27
Hawkins 79 153 74
Johnson 44 52 8
Sullivan 178 444 266
Unicoi 56 70 14
Washington 212 490 278

Locality 7/9 7/22 Increase
Southwest Va. 326 602 276
Bristol 8 27 19
Buchanan 38 61 23
Dickenson 5 10 5
Lee 15 52 37
Norton 4 5 1
Russell 15 35 20
Scott 11 30 19
Smyth 42 74 32
Tazewell 23 54 31
Washington 74 118 44
Wise 34 58 24
Wythe 57 78 21

Sources: Tennessee and Virginia health departments

Ballad ‘at
war’ with
COVID-19

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Ballad Health is “at war”
with COVID-19 as local cases
have nearly doubled in the
past two weeks, and system
officials work to address an
additional surge expected in
upcoming weeks.

Dedicated COVID-19 treat-
ment beds at Ballad hospi-
tals reached 88% capacity
Wednesday, prompting offi-
cials to announce temporary

changes designed to ramp
up both bed and staffing ca-
pacity, Chief Operating Of-
ficer/Incident Commander
Eric Deaton said during a
news briefing.

Ballad was treating 70 CO-
VID positive patients in its
hospitals. Eighteen are in in-
tensive care units, and 13 of
them are on ventilators.

“We have some very high

See BALLAD, Page A9
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Virus case count
nears 100 at local
nursing facility

BY SARAH WADE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — The
number of positive COV-
ID-19 cases at Christian Care
Center of Bristol neared 100
onWednesday, but the nurs-
ing home drew praise from
the Sullivan County Re-
gional Health Department
and the mother of a resident
with COVID-19 for its han-
dling of the outbreak.

According to a Wednes-
day statement from Jennifer
Skaggs, Christian Care’s ex-
ecutive director, 92 residents
and staff at the Bristol, Ten-
nessee nursing home have
tested positive for the novel
coronavirus. The new total

reflected a significant spike
since last Friday, when the
facility reported 51 total
cases among staff and resi-
dents. The Friday count did
not appear to include three
residents who died after
testing positive.

Of the 92 total positive
cases reported Wednesday,
26 are employees, and 66
are residents. The Tennessee
Department of Health states
that Christian Care Center
of Bristol has 120 total resi-
dents — which means that
more than half of the nurs-
ing home’s residents have
tested positive.

See NURSING, Page A10

Facts and Figures
Southwest Virginia by the numbers:
» Total PPP loan recipients — 2,447
» Total amount — At least $153.3 million
» Reported jobs retained — 15,833
» Top county: Washington, 524 loans
worth at least $35.24 million and 2,699
jobs retained
» Top lending agency: First Bank and
Trust Co. — 725 loans worth at least
$42.5 million

Top Southwest Virginia towns and
cities:
1. Abingdon, 476 loans worth at least
$29.8 million, 2,281 jobs retained
2. Bristol, 368 loans worth at least
$27.06 million, 2799 jobs retained
3. Lebanon, 140 loans worth at least
$6.47 million, 627 jobs retained
4. Wise, 108 loans worth at least $6.18
million, 588 jobs retained
5. Norton, 105 loans worth at least $5.48
million, 448 jobs retained

Top PPP loan recipients in Southwest
Virginia:
» Electro-Mechanical Corp., Bristol,
Virginia, between $5 million and $10
million, 463 jobs retained
» Gas Field Services, Rosedale, between
$2 million and $5 million, 304 jobs
retained
» Strongwell Corp., Bristol, Virginia,
between $2 million and $5 million, 250
jobs retained
» Emory & Henry College, Emory, $3.4
million, no number of jobs listed
» Paramont Manufacturing, Abingdon,
between $2 million and $5 million, no
number of jobs listed.
Source: The U.S. Small Business Administration

Note: The SBA gives only ranges for loan
amounts for recipients of more than $150,000.

For these recipients, the minimum amount
receivable under the loan was used.

COMING FRIDAY
» A look at how many businesses
and nonprofits received PPP loans
in Sullivan County, Tennessee.

‘We are super grateful’

BHC FILE PHOTOS

Businesses, organizations
and nonprofits in
Southwest Virginia
received at least $153
million combined in
Paycheck Protection
Program loans, data from
the U.S. Small Business
Administration shows.
Emory & Henry (above)
received a $3.4 million
loan from the program.
Strongwell Corp. (left) in
Bristol, Virginia received
between $2 million and
$5 million.

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

M
ore than 15,800 South-
west Virginian jobs may
have been saved from the

economic impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic thanks to the federal
Paycheck Protection Program.

Businesses in Southwest Vir-
ginia received at least $153 million
combined in PPP loans, with some
loans as low as $315 and others
worth more than $5 million, ac-
cording to data from the U.S. Small
Business Administration.

The program is a major part of
the $2 trillion Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act approved by Congress
to help small businesses suffering
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
The loans are designed to provide
a direct incentive for small busi-
nesses to keep their workers on the
payroll, the small business associa-
tion website states.

Besides payroll costs, PPP loans
can also be used for interest on

SW Va. businesses and
organizations received
$153M in PPP loans

Trump deploysmore federal agents
under ‘law-and-order’ strategy

BY COLLEEN LONG and JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump announced
Wednesday that he will send fed-
eral agents to Chicago and Albu-
querque, New Mexico, to help
combat rising crime, expanding
the administration’s intervention
into local enforcement as he runs

for reelection under a “law-and-
order” mantle.

Using the same alarmist lan-
guage he has employed to de-
scribe illegal immigration, Trump
painted Democrat-led cities as
out of control and lashed out
at the “radical left,” which he
blamed for rising violence in
some cities, even though criminal

justice experts say it defies easy
explanation.

“In recent weeks there has been
a radical movement to defund,
dismantle and dissolve our po-
lice department,” Trump said at
a White House event, blaming
the movement for “a shocking

See TRUMP, Page A9


