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Changes to close Job Corps site
Flatwoods to close in Coeburn;
new operations coming to
Bristol, Tenn.’s Jacobs Creek

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

The federal government is im-
plementing major changes to Job
Corps sites around the country, in-
cluding closing one in Southwest

Virginia and new operations at one
in Northeast Tennessee.

The U.S. Department of Labor
announced over the weekend that
the U.S. Forest Service intends
to withdraw from operating Job

Corps Civilian Conservation Cen-
ters (JCCCCs).

The change will result in the
closing of the Flatwoods Job Corps
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Washington County’s Courthouse could relocate to the former Kmart near
Exit 17 in Abingdon, according to one plan now under consideration.
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Deni Peterson, an adjunct professor at Emory & Henry College, works in the garden she is managing at the Bristol Regional Medical Center.
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A broccoli plant is shown at the healing garden at BRMC.

Sowing the seeds
Emory & Henry students help with healing garden for
cardiac patients at Bristol Regional Medical Center

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — A new
garden at Bristol Regional
Medical Center will serve as

an educational tool for teaching
cardiac patients the benefits of eat-
ing fresh herbs and vegetables.

BRMC is partnering with Emory
& Henry College to build a heal-
ing garden for recovering cardiac
patients, giving them the tools to
improve their own health.

The pilot program will be a

model for other facilities and serve
as an inspiration for patients to
start growing food on their own.
The garden’s main function is to
show patients who are recovering
from severe cardiac episodes what
healthy food options look like and
how to produce them indepen-
dently.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for
people to get reacquainted with
gardening,” said Deni Peterson, an

See GARDEN, Page A9

Washington County BOS considers
former Kmart site for courthouse

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — The Wash-
ington County Board of Supervi-
sors made its first review Tuesday
of a proposed purchase agree-
ment to buy a portion of the
Towne Center Shopping Center in
Abingdon — the former Kmart —
to be used as a county courthouse.

But, ultimately, the board de-
cided to table any decisions on
the move for at least two weeks.

For years, the supervisors have
studied how to solve space issues
at the historic Washington Coun-
ty Courthouse, which has been at
the center of Abingdon on Main
Street since 1869.

That building has undergone
additions and renovations, most
recently about 30 years ago.

But it remains too small for
current court functions, Circuit
Court Judge Sage Johnson told
the Board of Supervisors.

“It becomes clear to the court
that we do need space,” Johnson
said.“We’re at a point now that we
just don’t have any room to grow.
... We don’t have any parking.”

Kevin Hill, the county’s director
of general services, outlined three
options:

» Expand the current courthouse
at a cost of about $14 million;

» Build a new courthouse at a
price tag of $33 million;

See COURTHOUSE, Page A2
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High court
signalsmore
openness to
state rules
on abortion

BY MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme
Court signaled Tuesday it is more
open to state restrictions on abor-
tion, upholding an Indiana law
supported by abortion opponents
that regulates the disposal of fetal
remains.

At the same time, the justices
declined to take on an issue closer
to the core of abortion rights, re-
jecting the state’s appeal of a lower
court ruling that blocked a ban on
abortion based on gender, race or
disability.

Both provisions were contained
in a law signed by Vice President
Mike Pence in 2016 when he was
Indiana’s governor.

The court’s action keeps it out
of an election-year review of the
Indiana law amid a flurry of new
state laws that go to the very heart
of abortion rights. Alabama Gov.
Kay Ivey this month signed a law
that would ban virtually all abor-
tions, even in cases of incest and
rape, and subject doctors who
perform them to criminal pros-
ecution. That law has yet to take
effect and is being challenged in
court.

Other states have passed laws
that would outlaw abortion once
a fetal heartbeat has been detect-
ed, typically around six weeks of
gestation.

The high court is expected to
hear at least one abortion-related
case in its term that begins in Oc-
tober and ends in June 2020. In
February, the justices blocked a
Louisiana law that regulates abor-
tion clinics, pending a full review.

On Tuesday, with two liberal jus-
tices dissenting, the court allowed

CHILHOWIE

CLINCHES STATE

BERTH WITH WIN

OVER BURTON

FLAVOR » A7


