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BRISTOL, Va. — The city
may construct a new ele-
mentary school near its geo-
graphic center if city leaders
can figure out a way to pay
for it.

The City Council and
School Board agreed Mon-
day to study the feasibility of
building a new 420-student
elementary school in the
city’s central zone, with the
intention of closing High-
land View and Washington-
Lee elementaries and con-
solidating those students
into the new building.

This was the second joint
meeting between the coun-
cil and board in just over a
month addressing school fa-
cilities, and both sides spent
more than an hour discuss-
ing priorities. Last year, the
council rejected a board
proposal to close three el-
ementary schools and build
a new 600-student elemen-
tary structure adjacent to
Van Pelt Elementary using a
unique funding option.

“I’d like to think we have
the consensus of the major-
ity of council and the major-
ity of School Board that a)
something has to be done,
and b) we’ve heard from
citizens [that] the Van Pelt
option may not be the best,
most popular option, but [it]
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Members of the Abingdon Town Council listen during the public comment section of Monday’s meeting. Due to the large crowd, the meeting was held
at Barter Theatre.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Supporters of Pal’s Sudden Service in Abingdon wore matching teal T-shirts during Monday’s meeting.

Pal’s gets green light

THE MEADOWS

BY JON GAMBRELL and AMIR VAHDAT
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has bro-
ken the limit set on its stockpile of
low-enriched uranium by its 2015
nuclear deal with world powers,
international inspectors and Teh-
ran said Monday, marking its first
major departure from the unrav-
eling agreement a year after the
U.S. unilaterally withdrew from
the accord.

The announcement by Iran’s
Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif and later confirmation
by the U.N. nuclear watchdog
puts new pressure on European

nations trying to save the deal
amid President Donald Trump’s
maximalist campaign targeting
Tehran. Iran separately threatens
to raise its uranium enrichment
closer to weapons-grade levels
on July 7 if Europe fails to offer it
a new deal.

It also further heightens ten-
sions across the wider Middle
East in the wake of Iran recently
shooting down a U.S. military
surveillance drone, mysterious
attacks on oil tankers that Ameri-
ca and the Israelis blame on Teh-
ran, and bomb-laden drone as-
saults by Yemen’s Iranian-backed

rebels targeting Saudi Arabia.
The European Union urged

Iran to reverse course and Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called the action “a
significant step toward making a
nuclear weapon.” Iran long has
insisted its nuclear program is for
peaceful purposes, despite West-
ern fears about it.

Though Trump pulled back
from airstrikes targeting Iran af-
ter the U.S. drone was shot down,
Washington has rushed an air-
craft carrier strike group, nuclear-
capable B-52 bombers and thou-
sands of additional troops to the

region. That’s raised fears that a
miscalculation or further inci-
dents could push the two sides
into an armed conflict, some 40
years after the Islamic Revolution
and the takeover of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran.

Speaking to journalists in Teh-
ran, Zarif acknowledged Iran that
broken through the limit set by
the accord.

“We had previously announced
this and we have said it transpar-
ently what we are going to do,”
Zarif said. “We are going to act
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A
BINGDON, Va. — Abingdon Town
Council voted Monday night to
uphold the town Planning Commis-

sion’s decision to give a green light to Pal’s
Sudden Service at The Meadows.

Nearly the entire first hour of Monday’s
Town Council meeting was devoted to an
appeal by the Friends of Abingdon that
states the Planning Commission should
not have awarded a certificate of appro-

priateness to Pal’s because the restaurant’s
uniquely shaped, teal-colored building
would not conform to codes and stan-
dards.

The appeal drew an outcry from many
in the community who said they want the
popular fast-food chain and the revenue
and jobs it would bring.

No representatives of the Friends group
showed up to voice the appeal at the
meeting, and the announcement of the
group’s absence elicited an “aw” from the

audience, which numbered about 200. The
meeting was moved to the Barter Theatre
due to the expected crowd.

Speaking to the Herald Courier in an
email after the meeting, Friends of Abing-
don member Joe LeVine said his group saw
no need to attend because, “It was obvious
that tonight’s decision was already a ‘done
deal.’”

The town’s attorney, Cameron Bell,

Town Council votes to uphold agreement after well-attended meeting

See PAL’S, Page A8


