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Shelter
employees to
receiveparvo
training
amid closure

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — As
Sullivan County’s Animal Shel-
ter remains closed due to an-
other outbreak of parvovirus,
officials from the University of
Tennessee’s College of Veteri-
nary Medicine will be at the fa-
cility in Blountville today to train
employees in canine parvovirus
prevention and treatment.

For the second time in less
than two months, the shelter
closed last week due to parvo-
virus. County Mayor Richard
Venable said Monday he hadn’t
been able to confirm how many
dogs have been diagnosed with
the highly contagious virus, but
he heard the number was as
high as five. He said he didn’t
know whether any died or were
euthanized due to the illness.

There have been no reports
from shelter officials, but ac-
cording to the volunteer-run
Facebook public group page,
Animal Shelter of Sullivan
County, at least seven dogs
have died from parvo.

Animal Shelter of Sullivan
County Board President Linda
Brittenham said last week the
closing was the result of at least
two confirmed cases of parvo-
virus.

Venable said he isn’t sure
when the shelter will reopen.
The Bristol Herald Courier was
unsuccessful in its attempts to
contact Brittenham and board
Vice President Gena Frye for
additional information. Three
other board members said they

Billionaire
financier
chargedwith
molesting
dozens of
young girls

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK
and JIM MUSTIAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a startling
reversal of fortune, billionaire
financier Jeffrey Epstein was
charged Monday with sexually
abusing dozens of underage
girls in a case brought more
than a decade after he secretly
cut a deal with federal prosecu-
tors to dispose of nearly identi-
cal allegations.

The 66-year-old hedge fund
manager who once socialized
with some of the world’s most
powerful people was charged
in a newly unsealed federal in-
dictment with sex trafficking
and conspiracy during the early
2000s. He could get up to 45
years in prison if convicted.

The case sets the stage for an-
other #MeToo-era trial fraught
with questions of wealth and
influence. Epstein’s power-
ful friends over the years have
included President Donald
Trump, former President Bill
Clinton and Britain’s Prince An-
drew.

Prosecutors said the evidence
against Epstein included a “vast
trove” of hundreds or even
thousands of lewd photographs
of young women or girls, dis-
covered in a weekend search
of his New York City mansion.
Authorities also found papers
and phone records corroborat-
ing the alleged crimes, and a
massage room still set up the
way accusers said it appeared,
prosecutors said.

Epstein, who was arrested
Saturday as he arrived in the
U.S. from Paris aboard his pri-
vate jet, was brought into court
Monday in a blue jail uniform,
his hair disheveled, and plead-
ed not guilty. He was jailed for
a bail hearing next Monday,
when prosecutors plan to ar-
gue that the rich world traveler
might flee if released.

His lawyers argued that the
sex-crime allegations had been
settled in 2008 with a plea
agreement in Florida that was
overseen by Alexander Acosta,
who was the U.S. attorney in
Miami at the time and is now
Trump’s labor secretary.

“This is ancient stuff,” Ep-
stein attorney Reid Weingarten
said in court, calling the case
essentially a “redo” by the gov-
ernment.

But U.S. Attorney Geoffrey
Berman of New York said that
the non-prosecution agreement
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SUMMER SWIM

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
family beats the heat by swimming in South Holston Lake on Monday

afternoon.

See SHELTER, Page A5

PAYCHECKS BOUNCING

BLACKOUT
Blackjewel bankruptcy leaves workers in the dark

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
s major coal producer Blackjewel LLC goes
through bankruptcy proceedings, employees
at some of the company’s mines in South-

west Virginia report that work has halted at its facili-
ties and recent paychecks are bouncing.

With unanswered questions surrounding the sta-
tus of their work and what they feel is a lack of com-
munication from their employer, some said they
aren’t sure whether they even still have jobs after
they were told to stay home from work last week.

“We have not heard anything from the company,”
said Joe Williamson, 33, who ran shuttle cars at
a mine at Jewell Ridge in Tazewell County that is
owned by Blackjewel.

On July 1, Blackjewel filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy in U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern
District of West Virginia. Blackjewel — the country’s
sixth-largest coal producer in 2017, according to the
federal government’s most recently released annual
coal report — operates mines in Kentucky, West
Virginia, Wyoming and Virginia.

An attorney for the company did not respond to
a request for comment on the employees’ concerns
Monday.

In a statement dated July 5, the company ac-
knowledged the outstanding payroll checks.

“Payment of these checks is dependent on the

company’s ability to obtain additional financing
that will allow normal operations to resume,” it said.

On Monday, Blackjewel said in a statement that
120 employees have been able to return to work
“to ensure the safety of our mines and our equip-
ment while we work towards finding a longer-term
solution.” The company didn’t specify how many
of these employees are in Virginia but said checks
were issued to them for time worked prior to the
bankruptcy filing and that funds should be avail-
able for these checks.

As for its other employees, the company said
Monday, “We fully intend to pay our employees
the amounts owed for work completed prior to the
Chapter 11 filing as we bring our employees back
to work. Securing the funds necessary to bring
Blackjewel back to full and profitable production
remains the Company’s top priority.”

In an affidavit filed with the court on July 1, now-
former Blackjewel CEO Jeff Hoops said the com-
pany needed about $6 million to pay employees’
salaries and benefits at the time the bankruptcy
proceedings started.

Failing to meet payroll obligations and a lack of
funding for day-to-day operations, Hoops said in the
affidavit, will “destroy” Blackjewel’s “business value”
and undermine “any hope for a reorganization.”
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Coal mining in Buchanan County, Virginia: As Blackjewel LLC goes through bankruptcy proceedings,
employees reporting that work has halted and recent paychecks are bouncing are left with few answers.
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