
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Top
leaders in the U.S. House said
Sunday they were “alarmed”
by the Trump administration’s
tactics against protesters in
Portland, Oregon, and other
cities, including Washington,
D.C., and called on federal in-
spectors general to investigate.

“This is a matter of utmost
urgency,” wrote House Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman
Jerrold Nadler, D-New York,
Homeland Security Com-
mittee Chairman Bennie G.
Thompson, D-Miss., and
Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee Chairwoman Carolyn
B. Maloney, D-N.Y., in a letter
to the inspectors general of
the Department of Justice and
Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

The Democratic lawmakers
are seeking an investigation
“into the use of federal law en-
forcement agencies by the At-
torney General and the Acting
Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to suppress First Amend-
ment protected activities in
Washington, D.C., Portland,
and other communities across
the United States.”

The mayor of Oregon’s larg-
est city said Sunday the pres-
ence of federal agents is exac-
erbating tensions in Portland,
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Trump
not ready
to commit
to election
results
BY AAMER MADHANI, COLLEEN LONG

and WILL WEISSERT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump is refusing to
publicly commit to accepting
the results of the upcoming
White House election, recall-
ing a similar threat he made
weeks before the 2016 vote, as
he scoffs at polls showing him
lagging behind Democrat Joe
Biden. Trump says it’s too early
to make such an ironclad guar-
antee.

“I have to see. Look ... I have
to see,” Trump told moderator
Chris Wallace during a wide-
ranging interview on “Fox
News Sunday.” “No, I’m not go-
ing to just say yes. I’m not go-
ing to say no, and I didn’t last
time either.” The Biden cam-
paign responded: “The Ameri-
can people will decide this
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Virus rebounds around the world
BY GEIR MOULSON

and BOBBY CAINA CALVAN
The Associated Press

Signs of governments reassess-
ing their coronavirus response
were scattered around the world
Sunday, with the mayor of Los
Angeles saying the city was re-
opened too quickly, Ohio’s gov-
ernor warning his state is “going
the wrong way,” Hong Kong issu-
ing tougher new rules on wear-
ing face masks and Spain closing
overcrowded beaches.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said Los Angeles was

“on the brink” of new wide-
spread stay-at-home orders as
Los Angeles County continued
to see the state’s largest increase
in confirmed coronavirus cases.
California reported on Saturday
its fourth-highest daily total of
newly confirmed coronavirus
cases, with more than 9,000.

Appearing on CNN Sunday,
Garcetti was asked about a Los
Angeles Times editorial that
criticized the rapid reopening of
California, which was followed
by a spike in new COVID-19 cas-
es and hospitalizations.

“I do agree those things hap-
pened too quickly,” Garcetti
said, adding that the decisions
were made at the state and
county levels, not by city offi-
cials.

But he also said people in
general had become less vigi-
lant about taking precautions to
avoid transmission.

“It’s not just what’s open and
closed,” he said. “It’s also about
what we do individually.”

Infections have been soaring
in U.S. states including Califor-
nia, Florida, Texas and Arizona,
with many blaming a haphaz-
ard, partisan approach to lift-
ing lockdowns as well as the re-

sistance of some Americans to
wearing masks.

In Florida, where health of-
ficials reported nearly 12,500
new infections and nearly 90 ad-
ditional deaths on Sunday, U.S.
Sen. Marco Rubio called for con-
sistent, nonpartisan messaging.

“We’ve seen a lot of these things
turned into sort of a partisan
fight or a political statement,” he
told South Florida television sta-
tion, CBS4, on Sunday.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, like
Rubio a Republican, said he
would not rule out a statewide
mandate on wearing masks, as

Global death toll tops 600,000
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Hometown Stories

BY LAURA J. MONDUL
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

B
LUFF CITY, Tenn. — A local business-
man has a tremendous vision for the
old Bluff City Middle School.

Built in 1932 and then added onto in the
1960s and 1980s, Bluff City Middle ceased op-
erations in December 2019. Earlier this year,
the bidding process began on the site.

Enter Chris Laisure, 40, owner of Business
Information Systems in Piney Flats, Tennes-
see. Laisure heads up the Sullivan East Junior
Patriots sports teams and has long been
involved in several local nonprofit organiza-
tions in the area. He is an advocate of the

children and youth of the community and
had a vision to turn the school into a center
for nonprofit agencies supporting them.
When he conceived the idea for the center,
he contacted several nonprofits in the area
and asked them if they would be interested
in relocating to the center if he made it avail-
able for them. He received an overwhelming

‘Man of action’
Businessman buys old Bluff City Middle
School with plans to help nonprofits,
create museum, veterans memorial
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Chris Laisure (at top), CEO of Business Information Systems in Piney Flats, has plans to convert the
former Bluff City Middle School (above) into a community center.

ONLINE

» For more information about Impact Community
Center, visit http://impactccnow.com.
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