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BRISTOL, Va. — Bids to
install safety vestibules
and modify restrooms to
meet stan-
dards for
the federal
A m e r i c a n s
with Dis-
abilities Act
at three city
elementary
schools are
more than
twice the
amount of
funds desig-
nated for the
projects.

School offi-
cials opened
the bids for
the three
schools from
a single bidder last Thurs-
day afternoon, and the
$466,000 total far exceed-
ed the $200,000 the City
Council set aside for the
work.

Earlier this year, the City
Council allocated $200,000
to upgrade one male and
one female restroom at
Highland View, Stonewall
Jackson and Washington-
Lee elementary schools
to make them handi-
capped-accessible. They
also agreed with a School
Board plan to install secu-
rity vestibules just inside
the entrances of the three
schools.

The bid documents
sought a “lump sum” cost
to do all work at each of the
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A power company lineman works to restore power after a tornado hit Emerald Isle, North Carolina, as Hurricane Dorian moved up the East Coast on Thursday.

NC braces for impact

Dorian grazes Carolina coast, aims for Outer
Banks; hurricane spawns several tornadoes

BY MEG KINNARD
The Associated Press

C
HARLESTON, S.C. — Hurricane
Dorian sideswiped the Carolinas
with shrieking winds, tornadoes

and sideways rain Thursday as it closed
in for a possible direct hit on the danger-
ously exposed Outer Banks. At least four
deaths in the Southeast were blamed on
the storm.

Twisters spun off by Dorian peeled away
roofs and flipped trailers, and more than
250,000 homes and businesses were left
without power as the hurricane pushed
north along the coastline, its winds
weakening after sunset to 100 mph. Trees
and power lines littered flooded streets
in Charleston’s historic downtown. Gusts
had topped 80 mph in some areas.

North Carolina’s Outer Banks, a thin
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National Guardsmen check on the Bay Tree
subdivision in Little River, near North Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, on Thursday as
Hurricane Dorian moves north off the coast.

Administration unveils plan to privatize Fannie, Freddie
BY MARCY GORDON

AP Business Writer

WASHINGTON — The Trump ad-
ministration has unveiled its plan
for ending government control of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the
two giant mortgage finance com-
panies that nearly collapsed in the
financial crisis 11 years ago and
were bailed out at a total cost to tax-
payers of $187 billion.

The administration’s plan calls

for returning Fannie and Freddie
to private ownership — reducing
risk to taxpayers — while preserv-
ing homebuyers’ access to 30-
year, fixed-rate mortgages, a pillar
of housing finance. The Treasury
Department published the plan
Thursday and submitted it to Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who called for
it in March.

While not prominently in the
public eye, the two companies per-

form a critical role in the housing
market. Together they guarantee
roughly half of the $10 trillion U.S.
home loan market.

Fannie and Freddie, operating
under so-called government con-
servatorships, have become prof-
itable again in the years since the
2008 rescue and have repaid their
bailouts in full to the Treasury.
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As Hurricane Dorian moves up the Caroli-
nas and toward southeastern Virginia, people
in the Bristol area are stepping up to assist af-
fected communities.

The American Red Cross already deployed
a handful of responders from Northeast Ten-
nessee to impacted parts of East Coast, and the
Red Cross chapter in Bristol, Virginia, contin-
ues to monitor the storm and prepare to help
if called upon.

“Probably in the next 24 to 72 hours we’ll have
a better sense or idea of what we’ll be doing,”
Bill Grennell, executive director of the Ameri-
can Red Cross Mountain Empire chapter, said

Local Red Cross
volunteers on

standby to help

See VOLUNTEERS, Page A6

CONSTRUCTION OF 2
SULLIVAN COUNTY

SCHOOLS ON TRACK

REGION » A3

CENTRAL RALLIES
TO BEAT RIVAL

TENNESSEE HIGH
SPORTS » B1

PREP

FOOTBALL

PREDICTIONS

SPORTS » B1


