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Joe Biden,
lawmakers
warn against
interference
in election

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
and ERIC TUCKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Joe
Biden said Monday that he is
putting Russia and other foreign
governments “on notice” that he
would act aggressively as presi-
dent to counter any interference
in U.S. elections. The statement
came hours after Democratic
leaders issued a new warning
that Congress appears to be the
target of a foreign interference
campaign.

Biden said in a statement
that he would treat foreign in-
terference as an “an adversar-
ial act that significantly affects
the relationship between the
United States and the interfer-
ing nation’s government.” He
criticized President Donald
Trump for not doing enough
in response to U.S. intelligence
agencies’ assessment that Rus-
sia interfered in the 2016 presi-
dential election.

“If any foreign power reck-
lessly chooses to interfere in our
democracy, I will not hesitate to
respond as president to impose
substantial and lasting costs,”
Biden said.

The new alarms give a re-
newed urgency to concerns that
foreign actors could be trying to
influence the vote or sow disin-
formation. Biden said last week
that he had begun receiving in-
telligence briefings and warned
that Russia, China and other ad-
versaries were attempting to un-
dermine the presidential elec-
tion. Biden gave no evidence,
but he said that Russia was “still
engaged” after 2016 and that
China was also involved in ef-
forts to sow doubts in the Amer-
ican electoral process.

The Democratic leaders said
in a letter to FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray on Monday that
they are concerned that Con-
gress appears to be the target
of a “concerted foreign interfer-
ence campaign” to influence the
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BY LISA MARIE PANE,
KELLI KENNEDY and ED WHITE

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The desperate race to
corral the coronavirus pandemic
took on even greater urgency
Monday as a burgeoning eco-
nomic crisis collided with political
turmoil. Even as the latest experi-
mental vaccine appeared to show
promise, politicians in Washing-
ton seemed far apart in finding
a way to bring financial relief to
Americans.

As the first federal relief package
was poised to end, Congress was
trying to come to agreement on
another package to ease the finan-
cial burden Americans have dealt

with as businesses have endured
repeated shutterings or pauses
since the virus first appeared on
the continent.

The political turmoil was play-
ing out as there appeared to be
good news on the medical front,
with scientists involved in the de-
velopment of at least one vaccine
reporting promising results in an
early trial.

Even as Republicans were at
odds with Democrats over how
much money was enough, top
Republican members of Congress
also faced pushback from the
White House. GOP leaders met
Monday with President Donald

Trump as theWhite House panned
some $25 billion in the GOP’s plan
that would be devoted to testing
and tracing, said one Republican
familiar with the discussions.

There remains a wide gulf be-
tween the GOP and Democratic
packages, with Democrats pass-
ing in the House a $3 trillion pack-
age, while the Republican package
came in at about $1 trillion.

“We have to end this virus,”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., said Monday on MSNBC.
Any attempt by the White House
to block testing money “goes be-
yond ignorance.”

Politicians still wrangling over virus relief
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Sullivan County Sheriff Jeff Cassidy speaks to the families of victims of crime during a vigil Monday evening at the Sullivan County Justice Center.

Shining a light
Vigil asks residents to remember, support victims of violent crime

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. —
More than 20 people
huddled in front of the

Sullivan County Justice Center
on Monday evening, holding
candles to shine a light on
victims of violent crime as they
avoided a short burst of sum-
mer rain.

A candlelight vigil was held at
6:30 p.m. in front of the county
justice center as a call to re-
member and support violent
crime victims. The event was
sponsored by Hope for Victims
and the Sullivan County Attor-
ney General’s Office. The vigil,

an annual event, is usually held
during National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, which was in late
April this year, but because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
event was put off.

But today the pandemic is
still ongoing, and those who at-
tended the vigil wore masks as
they stood in front of roughly
200 unmasked faces of people
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Families of victims of crime hold lit candles in their memory during a
vigil Monday evening at the Sullivan County Justice Center.
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See video of the
candelight vigil at
HeraldCourier.com

‘CROSS PURPOSES’
Abingdon resident’s new

film highlights talents

of young local actor
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‘CHOP OUT’
Atlanta Braves remove ‘Chop

On’ sign, slogan from stadium,

but no call on fans’ chants yet
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