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A
great blue heron prepares to take flight after catching and eating his lunch Monday

afternoon at the Sugar Hollow Park Wetlands area.
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BRISTOL, Va. — Bristol, Vir-
ginia, leaders are expected to ap-
prove a pair of special-exception
permits today to allow Dharma
Pharmaceuticals to operate.

The city Planning Commis-
sion and City Council each have
called meetings today that will
include consideration of the ex-
ceptions, which received little

objection during an April 23
public hearing.

Dharma is one of five state-ap-
proved pharmaceutical proces-
sors licensed to grow cannabis,
extract the CBD and THC-A oils,
process those into medicinal
products and distribute them to
Virginia residents with special
permission from the state and
a physician. Their operations
will be overseen by the Virginia

Board of Pharmacy.
Both sites, at the Bristol Mall

and an adjoining vacant lot on
Gate City Highway, are zoned
B-3 general business. An excep-
tion is required for the startup
company to produce its prod-
ucts since both sites are zoned
for general business, not manu-
facturing. The request is not a
rezoning.

Mall owner Par Ventures, the

city and Dharma were unsuc-
cessful last December in con-
vincing the state board to allow
the project to occur somewhere
other than inside the mall, since
its owners are working to secure
state approval to establish a re-
sort casino there, if city residents
vote their approval. But the ear-
liest that vote could occur would
be mid- to late 2020.

The first request is to operate

inside a portion of the former
J.C. Penney space and former
Eckerd Drug space inside the
mall.

Dharma investor Sam Blan-
kenship said earlier this month
the firm is ready to proceed and
intends to operate in the mall
space — the area approved by
the state pharmacy board.

BY DALENA MATHEWS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Three confirmed cases of measles in East
Tennessee have sparked precautionary warn-
ings from health officials in the region.

The Tennessee Department of Health re-
ported a confirmed case of measles April 18
near Knoxville following a positive test by
the State Public Health Laboratory. The an-
nouncement was the first case of the illness

in the state this year. Two
additional confirmed
cases were reported
Monday.

A “contact investiga-
tion” is ongoing to deter-
mine who else that per-
son may have spread the
illness to, according to a
news release.

“We expected to have
more measles cases
linked to the first one,
and these new cases oc-

City voting on Dharma permit requests

Tenn.measles
cases prompt
warnings from
health officials

Measles
Symptoms
» High fever
» Cough
» Runny nose
» Red, watery
eyes
» Rash that ap-
pears on face and
spreads

Source: Centers for
Disease Control and

Prevention
See MEASLES, Page A7

SKIPPING ALONG

BY ERIC TUCKER and MICHAEL BALSAMO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod Rosenstein submitted his resigna-
tion Monday after a two-year run defined
by his appointment of a special counsel to
investigate connections between President
Donald Trump’s campaign and Russia.

His last day will be May 11, ending a tu-
multuous relationship with Trump and a
tenure that involved some of the most con-
sequential, even chaotic, moments of the
president’s administration.

When Trump wanted to fire then-FBI
Director James Comey, who was oversee-

ing the Russia probe, Rosenstein wrote the
memo that the White House used to justify
the dismissal. But eight days later, Rosen-
stein took a step that Trump feared would
end his presidency: appointing Robert
Mueller as special counsel. The move made
Rosenstein the frequent target of Republi-
can wrath and angry Trump tweets and left
him repeatedly appearing on the verge of
being fired.

Yet in the end, he was largely in Trump’s
corner.

He joined Attorney General William
Barr in determining that Trump had not

obstructed the Mueller investigation —
reaching a conclusion that Mueller him-
self pointedly did not make. He defended
Barr against criticism that he was spinning
Mueller’s findings in the president’s fa-
vor and stood silently behind him as Barr
praised Trump’s cooperation at a news con-
ference before a redacted version of the re-
port was released.

In his resignation letter to Trump, Rosen-
stein paid tribute to the Justice Depart-
ment’s accomplishments and to Trump
himself, even praising the sense of humor

Rosenstein hands in resignation
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Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein,
pictured in this Feb. 25 photo, has submitted
a letter of resignation to President Donald
Trump, effective May 11.


