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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Passenger rail
service, a baseball stadium and
the proposed resort casino were

among the wish list items mentioned
Wednesday by the Twin City’s mayors
during the seventh annual State of the
Cities address.

Bristol Tennessee Mayor Margaret
Feierabend and Bristol Virginia Mayor
Neal Osborne both voiced support for
extending Amtrak passenger rail service
from Roanoke to Bristol but had dif-
fering takes on the city’s Appalachian
League baseball team.

About 200 people attended the midday
Bristol Chamber of Commerce-hosted
event at the Bristol Train Station.

“The economic development study for
passenger rail service from Roanoke to
Bristol, conducted for Bristol, Virginia,
leaves us hopeful,” Feierabend said.
“Passenger rail development through
Bristol is a dream that I hope to see in
my lifetime at least, if not sooner.”

The study, released earlier this year,

showed that such service could be well
used, especially if service continues to
other cities in Tennessee.

Osborne said he, too, would welcome

passenger rail service during the ques-
tion-and-answer portion of the event.

“I think we need to work together to
connect the train from Roanoke to Bris-
tol,” Osborne said, drawing applause
from the audience.

However, Virginia transportation offi-
cials have said no passenger rail expan-
sion is expected in Virginia’s foresee-
able future because the only rail bridge
linking the state with Washington, D.C.,
and the Northeast corridor is at maxi-
mum capacity, and improvements are
expected to take years to complete.

Feierabend also made multiple ref-
erences to a proposal to build a new
baseball stadium for the Bristol Pirates
on the Tennessee side — possibly near
downtown.

“A couple of years ago, the city had a
baseball study done. We’re looking at
that study, hoping to take it to the next
level to identify funding opportunities
for a baseball stadium and multiuse
facility,” Feierabend said.
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Bristol Virginia Mayor Neal Osborne (left) and Bristol Tennessee Mayor Margaret Feierabend speak during the State of the Cities on Wednesday.

‘Work together’
Twin City mayors agree on rail service, not baseball stadium

ANDRE TEAGUE/BHC

Beth Rhinehart, president and CEO of the Bristol
Chamber of Commerce, opens the State of the
Cities event Wednesday at the train station.
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Why aUS-China deal that once
looked close now seems far off

The US-China goods trade deficit
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BY PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — A deal seemed so
close.

As recently as May, the Trump ad-
ministration and China
seemed on the verge of
resolving their dispute
over Beijing’s combative
trade policies.

Then it all collapsed.
A cease-fire, declared
by Presidents Donald
Trump and Xi Jinping in
June, failed to stick.

Now, global financial
markets are shaking, and central banks
across the world are trying to cushion
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Protests
greet
Trump’s
visit to
Dayton,
El Paso

BY ZEKE MILLER and JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

EL PASO, Texas — Aiming to
play the traditional role of healer
during national tragedy, Presi-
dent Donald Trump paid visits
Wednesday to cities reeling from
mass shootings that left 31 dead
and dozens more wounded. But
his divisive words preceded him,
large protests
greeted him,
and biting
political at-
tacks soon
followed.

The presi-
dent and first
lady Melania
Trump flew
to El Paso late
in the day
after visiting
the Dayton,
Ohio, hos-
pital where
many of the
victims of Sunday’s attack in that
city were treated. For most of the
day, the president was kept out
of view of the reporters traveling
with him, but the White House
said the couple met with hospi-
tal staff and first responders and
spent time with wounded survi-
vors and their families.

Trump told them he was “with
them,” said press secretary
Stephanie Grisham. “Everybody
received him very warmly. Every-
body was very, very excited to see
him.” Trump said the same about
his reception in the few moments
he spoke with the media at a 911
call center in El Paso.

But outside Dayton’s Miami Val-
ley Hospital, at least 200 protest-
ers gathered, blaming Trump’s
incendiary rhetoric for inflaming
political and racial tensions in the
country and demanding action
on gun control. Some said Trump
was not welcome in their city.
There were Trump supporters, as
well.

In El Paso, former Rep. Beto
O’Rourke spoke to several hun-
dred people at a separate gather-
ing. O’Rourke, a potential Demo-
cratic 2020 presidential rival, has
blistered Trump as a racist insti-
gator, but he also told those in
his audience the open way the
people of his hometown treat
each other could be “the example
to the United States of America.”
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