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SULLIVAN COUNTY SHERIFFSisk says it’s all
about the kids
Alabama superintendent positioned to take
over as director of Bristol Tennessee schools
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BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — In his
more than 30 years in edu-
cation, Tom Sisk has been a
special education teacher,
coach, principal and super-
intendent, but he said his
focus has always been on
the children.

The 54-year-old, who is
superintendent of Lime-
stone County Schools in Al-
abama, is positioned to take
over as director of Bristol
Tennessee’s school system.
The Board of Education will
meet in a called session at
6 tonight to approve his
contract. A start date has
not been confirmed by the
board.

Sisk grew up in Miner-
al County, West Virginia,
where his father was a la-
borer at a paper mill and
his mother stayed at home.
He worked his way through
high school framing houses
for his uncle, and he was
the first in his family to get
a college degree.

“I like to point out the
fact that education can be

a ticket out of
poverty, and
I’m a strong
believer in it,
and that’s why
I’ve been 32
years in it,”
Sisk said.

He describes
himself as an avid outdoors-
man who loves hiking and
shooting sports. He said he
wears hearing aids because
he spent too much time
shooting without hearing
protection. Sisk has also
been involved with the Boy
Scouts for 42 years and is
excited to get involved with
Scout programs in Bristol.

Along with his decades of
experience in education, he
has multiple degrees and
qualifications in special
education, administration,
leadership, education law,
and he has participated in
the exclusive Harvard In-
stitute for Superintendents.
He’s held many positions at
school systems in Virginia
and Alabama, but he said

Sisk

See SISK, Page A10
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Sullivan County Sheriff Jeff Cassidy talks about the successes and challenges he has faced his first year in office.

‘It’s been a trying year’
Cassidy says first year in office has been rough but productive

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. —
Sullivan County Sheriff Jeff
Cassidy said Wednesday

he’s had a rough — but produc-
tive — first year in office.

“It’s been a trying year,” he said.
Most difficult was the officer-

involved shooting that killed 33-
year Sheriff’s Office veteran Sgt.
Steve Hinkle. He was shot during
a welfare check call in Blountville
on Feb. 23. He died three days
later.

It’s also been a year of chal-
lenges to overcome, and Cas-
sidy said he’s kept his campaign
promises. Those promises were
to improve safety at schools;
serve warrants to decrease the
backlog of around 18,000 war-
rants; fight the drug epidemic;

improve employee morale; and
be “accessible, transparent, and
fiscally responsible.”

He also said he’d look at ways to
address the county’s overcrowded
jail facilities, but not much can be
done right now, Cassidy said.

Cassidy is the county’s first new
sheriff since 1998. Last August, he
beat former Sheriff Wayne Ander-
son, who served five terms, and
took office in September.

Accomplishments

The Sullivan County Commis-
sion approved last September the
addition of 14 school resource
officers, bringing the total to 18
and placing one at every county
school. They were hired and on
the campuses by March.

In addition to SRO train-
ing, they received SWAT, active

shooting and Law Enforcement
Against Drugs, or LEAD, training.
The SROs use the program to
teach elementary school stu-
dents the dangers of drugs and
bullying, Cassidy said.

SROs also help with commu-
nity outreach programs, like the
Trunk or Treat event at Hallow-
een, Toys from Cops during the
holidays and a camp held every
summer to teach kids about bul-
lying. When school is out, SROs
help out the Sheriff’s Office’s Vice
Unit, serve warrants and work on
patrol, Cassidy said.

The backlog of unserved war-
rants, which also includes civil
process, has been decreased to
11,000 and officers have attempt-
ed to serve 14,000 arrest warrants,

See CASSIDY, Page A9

Dems: Complaint ‘deeply disturbing’

AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI

President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting
with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at the
InterContinental Barclay New York hotel during the United
Nations General Assembly on Wednesday in New York.

Washington plunges into
Trump impeachment probe

Transcript: Trump
prodded Ukraine leader
to investigate Bidens

BY MICHAEL BALSAMO
and ZEKE MILLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More
than once, President
Donald Trump brought
up how much the U.S.
has done for Ukraine.

Time and again, he
asked Ukraine’s president
for help.

There was no explicit
quid pro quo in Trump’s

half-hour phone call with
Volodymyr Zelenskiy last
July. But it wouldn’t have
been a stretch to make
a connection between
Trump’s pleas for help
and his mentions of U.S.
assistance.

“We do a lot for
Ukraine,” Trump said at
one point.

See TRANSCRIPT, Page A5
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BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Demo-
crats who reviewed a secret
whistleblower complaint
involving President Don-
ald Trump on Wednesday
called it “deeply disturbing”
and said it gives them new
leads to pursue as they con-
sider impeachment.

The complaint from an
intelligence committee
whistleblower, the docu-
ment at the center of a
firestorm about Trump’s
handling of Ukraine, was

made available to members
of House and Senate intelli-
gence committees Wednes-
day after weeks of delay.
Lawmakers were allowed to
see the complaint the eve-
ning before acting Direc-
tor of National Intelligence
Joseph Maguire was set to
testify to Congress about it.

The complaint is at least
in part related to a July
phone call between Trump
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy in

See TRUMP, Page A5


