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Dissent grows to Flatwoods closing

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

State legislators have joined a
chorus of opposition to the clos-

ing of the Flatwoods Job Corps
site in Coeburn, Virginia.

Last Friday, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor announced plans

to close Flatwoods and eight
other Job Corps sites across the
country. In addition, the Labor
Department plans to find new
partners and operators for 16
other sites, including Jacobs
Creek Job Corps in Bristol, Ten-
nessee.

Opposition to closing Flat-

woods has been swift. The Coe-
burn Town Council passed a
resolution Monday evening stat-
ing that the closing would be
devastating to the community
because it has a $6 million eco-
nomic impact on the area.

Following the steps of U.S. Rep.
Morgan Griffith, R-Salem, and

U.S. Sens. Mark Warner and Tim
Kaine, both Democrats from
Virginia, two Southwest Virginia
state legislators also signed a
letter opposing the closing. On
Wednesday, Del. Todd Pillion, R-
Abingdon, and Sen. Bill Carrico,

Job Corps site in Coeburn among
those to close across the country

See FLATWOODS, Page A7

Trump
assails
Mueller

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump angrily assailed
special counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s motives on Thursday, a day
after Mueller bluntly rebuffed
Trump’s repeated claims that
the Russia investigation had
cleared him of obstructing jus-
tice.

The president also offered
mixed messages on Russia’s ef-
forts to help him defeat Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton in the 2016
campaign. Early in the day,
Trump tweeted he had “noth-
ing to do with Russia helping
me get elected.” That was the
first time he seemed to ac-
knowledge that Russia tried to
help his campaign. Then on
the White House South Lawn,
Trump told reporters: “Russia
did not help me get elected. You
know who got me elected? You
know who got me elected? I got
me elected. Russia didn’t help
me at all.”

Mueller’s report said Russia
interfered in the election in
hopes of getting Trump elect-
ed, but his findings and intel-
ligence officials have stopped
short of saying the efforts con-
tributed to Trump’s victory.

Trump’s 20-minute eruption
underscored that he remains
deeply distressed over the
probe that has shadowed his
presidency for nearly two years,
even after Mueller announced
his resignation and the closure
of his office. Democrats are
mulling the possibility of im-
peachment proceedings.

Trump insisted that he’s been
tough on Russia and that Mos-
cow would have preferred Clin-
ton as president. But that’s not
what Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has said. When asked
last year in Helsinki whether he
wanted Trump to become pres-
ident, Putin replied: “Yes, I did.”
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Bristol School Superintendent Keith Perrigan speaks during a joint meeting of the Bristol Virginia City Council and Bristol Virginia School Board.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Virginia Tech professor Carol Cash
moderated Thursday’s joint meeting.

‘Great discussion’
Council, School Board discuss school funding needs

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — City leaders made some
progress Thursday toward addressing
issues with Bristol’s school buildings, as

the City Council and School Board met jointly
for nearly four hours.

At stake is the need to resolve a host of non-
compliance issues with the federal Americans
with Disabilities Act at all city schools and
a number of structural and other concerns,
primarily in the city’s three oldest elementary
buildings.

Meeting for the first time since last fall, board
and council members jointly agreed to develop
short-, middle- and long-term plans to address
issues and to come together again July 1. That
will give the council a month to review its
budget and see where it can afford to increase
spending, if at all. The council recently ap-
proved a $100,000 appropriation for school
improvements and plans another vote in July.

“I think it was a great discussion,” City
Manager Randy Eads said after the four-hour
meeting. “It was a discussion we needed to
have; it defines what we need to look at and
for the School Board to look at in order to
come up with a solution.”

School Superintendent Keith Perrigan called
the meeting productive.

“I think it was very productive. We got a lot
of things aired out,” Perrigan said. “Everybody
agrees something has to be done, and the big
question is how much money. Hopefully we’ll
talk about that July 1.”

Moderated by Virginia Tech professor Carol
Cash, the meeting allowed both sides to dis-
sect the ADA issue and voice their individual
preferences and opinions.

School Board Chairman Randy Alvis and
board member Ronald Cameron urged the
council to define how much money it can

ONLINE
If you missed it, read about
the state report on the ADA

shortcomings at the Bristol, Virginia,
schools. Go to HeraldCourier.com;
click on link from this story.

See SCHOOL, Page A7


