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BRISTOL, Va. — The city
of Bristol Virginia received
some good financial news
Friday as Moody’s Inves-
tors Service upgraded the
bond rating
on its long-
term debt.

The New
York-based
rating agen-
cy gave the
city a two-
level up-
grade from
Baa2 to A3,
a c c o r d i n g
to a report
issued Fri-
day. This marks the third
consecutive upgrade since
2017.

The A3 rating is the low-
est of the agency’s seven
A ratings. It considers the
bonds as “medium grade
with low credit risk,” ac-
cording to Moody’s web-
site. The previous Baa2
rating showed the city was
a “moderate credit risk.”

“The upgrade to A3 re-
flects the city’s improved
financial position with
healthy fund balance and
liquidity as well as a man-
ageable overall fixed cost
burden following the re-
structuring of debt,” ac-
cording to the report. “The
rating also reflects the
city’s moderately-sized
and growing tax base,
below average resident
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MORE INFORMATION
» Visit www.tva.gov/Newsroom/Boone-Dam-Project for more
information about the project including how property owners
can manage lakebed vegetation.
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Work continues on repairs at Boone Dam with completion expected by May 2021 and normal lake levels by July 2022.

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Kevin Holbrook, TVA senior construction manager at Boone Dam,
gives an update on the repair procedures underway at the dam.
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Repair project

remains on track

and on budget
BY LURAH SPELL
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K
INGSPORT, Tenn. — Re-
pairs to Boone Dam remain
on track to be completed

by May 2021 with Boone Lake
returning to normal operation
in July 2022, Tennessee Valley
Authority officials said Friday.

Boone Dam Project Manager
Sam Vinson and Senior Manager
of Civil Construction Kevin Hol-
brook, both with the TVA, gave an
update on the project and vegeta-
tion clearing on Friday. Not much
has changed with the repairs
since May when the last on-site
update was given, but Vinson and
Holbrook said work is ramping up
for more significant progress to
be made in the coming months.
That is to include construction
and installation of the cutoff wall
in the earthen embankment of
the dam, which is the final phase
of repairs.

The reason for the 14 months

See DAM, Page A6

ONLINE
View video
of Boone
Dam repairs
and Boone

Lake vegetation removal
at HeraldCourier.com.

ONLINE
View PDFs of the
areas that the
Tennessee Valley
Authority has

mulched and will continue to
monitor at HeraldCourier.com.

Health officials report vaping deaths, repeat warning
BY MIKE STOBBE

AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK — U.S. health offi-
cials on Friday again urged people
to stop vaping until they figure out
why some are coming down with
serious breathing illnesses.

Officials have identified about 450
possible cases, including as many as
five deaths, in 33 states. The count
includes newly reported deaths in
California, Indiana and Minnesota.

No single vaping device, liquid or
ingredient has been tied to all the
illnesses, officials said. Many of the
sickened — but not all — were peo-
ple who said they had been vaping
THC, the chemical that gives mari-
juana its high. Many are teens.

Health officials have only been
counting certain lung illnesses in
which the person had vaped within
three months. Doctors say the ill-
nesses resemble an inhalation in-

jury, with the body apparently re-
acting to a caustic substance that
someone breathed in. Symptoms
have included shortness of breath,
fatigue, chest pain and vomiting.

The illnesses have all surfaced
this year, and the number has been
growing quickly in the last month
as more states have begun inves-
tigations. A week ago, U.S. officials

See VAPING, Page A6

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
and BEN FINLEY

The Associated Press

ATLANTIC BEACH, N.C.
— A weakened Hurricane
Dorian flooded homes
on North Carolina’s Outer
Banks on Friday with a fury
that took even storm-hard-
ened residents by surprise,
forcing people to climb
into their attics. Hundreds
were feared trapped by
high water, and neighbors
used boats to rescue one
another.

Medics and other rescu-
ers rushed to Ocracoke
Island — accessible only
by boat or air — to reach
those who made the mis-
take of defying mandatory
evacuation orders along
the 200-mile ribbon of
low-lying islands.

“We are flooding like cra-
zy,” Ocracoke Island book-
shop owner Leslie Lanier
texted. “I have been here
32 years and not seen this.”

Its winds down to 90
mph, Dorian howled over
the Outer Banks as a far
weaker storm than the
brute that wreaked havoc
on the Bahamas at the start
of the week. Just when it
looked as if its run up the
Southeast coast was com-
ing to a relatively quiet
end, the Category 1 hur-
ricane sent seawater surg-
ing over neighborhoods,
flooding the first floors of
many homes, even ones
on stilts.

See DORIAN, Page A12


