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After years of dealing with an older,
costly and failing lighting system
the Paramount Performing Arts
Center has updated its lights » A5

ALONG THE RAILS

TRAIN HOPPING
Bristol, other towns likely saw share of hobos

BHC FILE

This file photo shows trains at the Bristol Train Station. Today, local officials said they aren’t sure whether hobos still hop aboard trains in Bristol.

T
he last passenger train departed from the Bris-
tol Train Station in 1971, but that doesn’t mean
no one rides the trains that continue to pass

through the city. Like many railroad towns, Bris-
tol’s history has included a few hobos and train
hoppers.

As long as railroads have crossed the nation,
hobos have hopped aboard them. Train hopping is
a lifestyle that has deep roots in American history.
The practice was especially common during the
Great Depression, when men and women often
traveled to find work.

Bud Phillips, the late Bristol historian, wrote
about hobos and train hopping in his book,
“Ghosts of Bristol.”

During the Great Depression, the railroad years
in Bristol became “infested,” as one old-timer put
it, with hobos seeking the opportunity to hop a
freight train for a ride to somewhere, most of them
knew not where, Phillips wrote.

“They just believed that life would be better if
they could go to some distant location,” he said.

Laws Pertaining to
Railroad Trespassing
» In Virginia, it is a Class
4 misdemeanor for any
person, not being a pas-
senger or employee, to
trespass on a railroad car
or train of any railroad. It’s
a Class 4 misdemeanor to
trespass on the tracks, but
a Class 3 misdemeanor for
a second infraction and a
Class 1 misdemeanor for all
subsequent infractions. In
Virginia, Class 3 and 4 mis-
demeanors result in fines,
and Class 1 misdemeanors
result in jail time and fines.
» In Tennessee, aggra-
vated criminal trespass on
railroad property is a Class
A, which carries up to one
year in jail and fines.

More Online
In case you missed it: Mark
Nichols, a 48-year-old
former U.S. Army helicopter

mechanic, is one
of just a handful
of modern-day
railroad hobos
— a longtime
American
lifestyle that
had its heyday

in the Great Depression but
has since lost popularity. He
goes by the moniker “Hobo
Shoestring.” Before moving
to Johnson City, a historic
railroad hub, Nichols said
he would travel through the
Tri-Cities region at least
two or three times a year.
Read about Nichols at
HeraldCourier.com.
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Hearings
set this
week on
Mueller
report

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump says it’s “case
closed.” But Democrats are
just getting started with Robert
Mueller.

House Democrats have sched-
uled a series of hearings this
coming week on the special
counsel’s report as they intensify
their focus on the Russia probe
and pick up the pace on an in-
vestigative “path” — in the words
of Speaker Nancy Pelosi — that
some of them hope leads to im-
peachment of the president.

In doing so, they are trying to
draw the public’s attention on the
allegations that Trump sought to
obstruct a federal investigation
and they want to highlight his
campaign’s contacts with Russia
in the 2016 election.

And they will lay the ground-
work for an appearance from
Mueller himself, despite his
stated desire to avoid the spot-
light.

The hearings will focus on the
two main topics of Mueller’s re-
port, obstruction of justice and
Russian election interference.

The House Judiciary Commit-
tee plans to cover the first topic
at a Monday hearing on “presi-
dential obstruction and other
crimes.”

The House Intelligence Com-
mittee on Wednesday intends to
review the counterintelligence
implications of the Russian med-
dling.

Mueller said there was not
enough evidence to establish a
conspiracy between the Trump
campaign and Russia, but he
said he could not exonerate
Trump on obstruction.

On Tuesday, the House has
scheduled a vote to authorize
contempt cases against Attorney
General William Barr and former
White House counsel Donald
McGahn for failing to comply
with subpoenas from the Demo-
cratic-controlled House.

House Democrats
intensify their focus
on the Russia probe

See HEARINGS, Page A3


