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Blackjewel
BOYCE COX FIELD

Response
team
to help
impacted
workers
W.Va.-based coal
company filed for
bankruptcy July 1

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

After a number of South-
west Virginia miners found
themselves out of work
with bounced paychecks,
state officials are starting
to mobilize resources to
help those impacted by coal
company Blackjewel LLC’s
bankruptcy.

Gov. Ralph Northam said
he’s “deeply concerned”
about the impact the com-
pany’s woes are having on
more than 450 Virginians.

“I have directed my ad-
ministration to provide ad-
ditional resources and sup-
port for displaced employ-
ees, and my team contin-
ues to closely monitor the
situation. We stand ready to
assist in any way possible,”
Northam said in a news re-
lease.

The Virginia Employment
Commission will waive the
standard weeklong waiting
period for unemployment
benefits for affected em-
ployees, the release states.
Overtime pay for Virginia
Career Works representa-
tives, who can help connect

See BLACKJEWEL, Page A5

RAM to step away fromWise clinic
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A patient gets their vision checked at the Remote
Area Medical Clinic at the Wise County Fairgrounds.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

After providing free health care
services in Wise County for 20 years,
Remote Area Medical announced
Friday that it’s discontinuing its
leadership in organizing a free clinic
in Wise next year.

Moving forward, it will focus on
areas that lack the health care pro-
vided by the kinds of organizations

and nonprofits that have been ac-
tive in Wise in recent years, RAM
said in a news release.

Although RAM will pull out of Wise,
a free clinic will continue to be orga-
nized by The Health Wagon, a non-
profit that provides mobile health
services to medically underserved
communities in Southwest Virginia.

More Information
» Volunteers who worked at the Wise clinic are
invited to assist with other RAM clinics. More
information can be found at ramusa.org. Locally,
RAM will hold clinics in Lee County in Virginia on
Sept. 21-22 and Gray, Tennessee, on Nov. 1-3.
» Those interested in helping with next year’s
Move Mountains Medical Mission event can
contact the Health Wagon at 276-328-8850.

Rapid Response Events
» Tuesday: 9-11 a.m.,
Norton, Virginia Career
Works – Norton Center,
1725 Park Ave., NW
» Tuesday: 2-4 p.m.,
St. Charles, Former St.
Charles Water Authority
building, 190 Monarch St.
» Wednesday: 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Richlands, Virginia
Career Works/Appala-
chian One-Stop Workforce
Center, 1928 Front St.

See RAM, Page A10

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol, Virginia, is awaiting an engineering study regarding damaged seating at Boyce Cox Field that is affecting the Bristol Pirates baseball seating.

Bleacher bummed

Thank you,
G.J. Butcher Jr.,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.

INSIDE

FTC approves roughly $5B
fine for Facebook » B5

Weather » A10

86/69

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Two sections of bleacher
seating at Boyce Cox Field will remain
closed for the immediate future, pend-

ing the results of an engineering study.
On Tuesday, Bristol, Virginia, officials closed

the section behind home plate that is behind
reserved seating and the section along the first-
base side after the failure of one pre-cast con-
crete lintel — a horizontal structural support.

City Manager Randy Eads said the city
hopes to get the study findings soon.

“A couple weeks ago, we had one of the
concrete lintels break during the middle of
a game so we immediately shut that section
down. On Monday, we reviewed it with our

structural engineers,” Eads said. “Preliminar-
ily, they advised we needed to shut those
first-base seats down and the seats behind
home plate. We’re expecting to have the full
report back within the next week to 10 days.”

Engineers looked at all seating, and only
those two areas were of concern, Eads said.

The closure affects about 350 total seats,
according to Mahlon Luttrell, president and
general manager of Bristol Baseball Inc. The
park seats about 2,200, including berm areas
where fans can bring lawn chairs.

Eads suspects the failure is due to water
freezing and expanding the concrete pieces
over time.

“Obviously, we are going to fix it. It’s a mat-
ter of what will be the best solution for those

stands,” Eads said. “Ideally, we can open it
back up. It just depends on what that final
report says we need to do as to whether it
can be completed for this season.”

The Pirates have 20 remaining home
games and their final regular season home
game is scheduled Aug. 28.

Luttrell believes the closings have impact-
ed attendance.

“I think it possibly has hurt the attendance
a little bit,” Luttrell said. “Before this oc-
curred, and earlier in the season, our atten-
dance has been pretty good. I can’t swear to
it but, coincidentally, it looks that way.”

The Pirates played before the smallest
home crowd of the season on Thursday,
Luttrell said, adding that people have called
asking about the availability of seating.

See SEATING, Page A4

City working to resolve stadium seating issue

‘Powerful’ tropical storm
starts lashing Louisiana

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Homeowners
sandbagged their doors and tour-
ists trying to get out of town jammed
the airport Friday as Tropical Storm
Barry began rolling in, threatening an
epic drenching that could test how
well New Orleans has strengthened

its flood protections in the 14 years
since Hurricane Katrina.

With the storm expected to blow
ashore early Saturday near Mor-
gan City as the first hurricane of the
season, authorities rushed to close
floodgates and raise the barriers

See STORM, Page A5
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Wright’s ‘Hooked’
a truck to watch
at BMS tonight
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