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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Memorial Day, especially in
extraordinary times like these,
is a day to remember, honor and
thank all who have served.

On this special day we will give
our carriers and delivery staff

members the opportunity to
spend the holiday at home with
their families. We will not publish
a printed edition of the Herald
Courier on Monday, May 25.

A replica digital e-edition will
publish online on Memorial Day
at Heraldcourier.com. The

e-edition will include all regular
features including updated obitu-
ary listings.

Subscribers may login to ac-
cess the e-edition. Please note:
The comics and television listings
pages that would appear Monday,
May 25, will be instead printed

the day before on Sunday, May
24.

Activate your online account
today at Heraldcourier.com/
activate, or see the activation
instructions advertisement in
today’s Bristol Herald Courier.

— Jim Maxwell, publisher

INSIDE
» Should local schools and
colleges return to their physical
classrooms this fall, after mov-
ing most learning online this
spring due to the coronavirus
pandemic? See how you voted
in our online poll at HeraldCou-
rier.com by going to page A8.

» Meatpacking safety recommen-
dations largely unenforceable A6
» Opinion: Rush to share good
news on COVID-19 drugs under-
mining trust in science A8

KEY DEVELOPMENTS
» More than 5 million people
have been infected worldwide.
» President Donald Trump’s
approval ratings have remained
steady amid the crisis.
» Trump made a trip to
Michigan to tour a Ford factory
that has been retooled to
manufacture ventilators, and
he did not wear a face covering
despite a warning from the
state’s top law enforcement
officer that a refusal might lead
to a ban on his return.
» Michigan governor has
prevailed after Republican
lawmakers sued over
her authority to declare
emergencies and order
sweeping restrictions during
the pandemic.
» Tyson Foods confirms 570
cases linked to North Carolina
facility.
» New York state is
investigating 157 cases of
a COVID-related illness in
children — a 53% spike in cases
over the past nine days, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo said.
» The Transportation Security
Administration is rolling out
adjusted rules for traveling
during the pandemic.
» US shipment of ventilators
arrives in Moscow.
» Wuhan says it has conducted
over 3 million coronavirus tests
since last week.
» 2-day-old baby dies from
COVID-19 in South Africa.
» London’s Heathrow Airport
launches thermal screening
trial.
» Tech giants are embracing
remote work. Others may
follow.
» Cape Town is virus hot spot
for South Africa and continent.

COVID-19
LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

5,000,000+
1,500,000+
34,137
18,961

330,000+
94,000+
1,099
313

SOURCES: WHO, CDC,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP
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The Rev. William Reed speaks out in support of
the casino project during a meeting of the Bristol
Virginia City Council on Thursday morning.

Bristol casino to include large
indoor, outdoor concert spaces

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — The pro-
posed Hard Rock Bristol Ca-
sino and Resort is expected
to include a luxury hotel of
up to 750 rooms, an outdoor
concert venue for 20,000 and
an indoor concert venue for
3,200 according to a proposal
submitted to the city of Bris-
tol Virginia.

The proposal includes a
roughly $300 million make-
over of the Bristol Mall on
Gate City Highway to include
a Hard Rock International-
managed casino and hotel
with dining, shopping, enter-

tainment space and a con-
vention center.

Estimates of the size of the
gaming space and the num-
ber of slot machines and ta-
ble games are not available in
the publicly available version

of the 307-page proposal.
It is forecast to create 2,000

new jobs with annual com-
bined wages of $90 million, an
average of $45,000 per person,
according to the cover letter
accompanying the proposal.

The project is being spear-
headed by local business
leaders Jim McGlothlin, CEO
of The United Co. and Clyde
Stacy, president of Par Ven-
tures and owner of the nearly
46-acre mall property. Flori-
da-based Hard Rock Interna-
tional would be the facility’s
management partner.
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MEAT AND POULTRY

See CASINO, Page A5

See SESSIONS, Page A5

See VIRUS, Page A5
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Food City’s Cory Phillips removes steaks from the display at the Virginia Avenue store in Bristol, Tennessee.

Where’s the beef?
Consumers to feel effects as pandemic leads to shortage, higher prices

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Mountain
Empire and Tri-Cities
residents preparing to grill

this Memorial Day will walk out
of stores having paid more for
meat than in previous years and
may find they can’t buy as much
of it as they wanted.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has resulted in a shortage of
meat and poultry and stores
in the region have raised their
prices. To keep shelves stocked,
many stores have also set limits
on how much fresh meat and
poultry each customer can buy
at one time.

Steven Holloway, head of
food operations for Abingdon-
based Food City, said what has
happened under the pandemic
is unlike anything he has seen.
At present it doesn’t look like
the supply of meat and poultry
will start getting back to normal
until late June.

Early in the pandemic, stock-
piling by panicked shoppers
created temporary shortages of

meat, but supply issues only got
worse. Throughout April major
meat processing plants owned
by the likes of Smithfield, Tyson,
Hormel and JBS USA either cut
production or were shuttered
as cases among plant workers
spiked.

In response to closures and
in an effort to prevent short-
ages of pork, beef, chicken and
other meat and poultry types,
President Donald Trump signed
an executive order in April that
declared meat processing plants
as essential infrastructure that
should remain open if possible.

ONLINE
Watch video of Food
City employees
preparing meat with

this article at HeraldCourier.com.

See MEAT, Page A5

Sessions
to open
June 29
Hotel seeks loan
to stay solvent

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL,Va. — Develop-
ers of The Sessions Hotel in
downtown Bristol plan to
seek a refinancing loan to
sustain the business until
the new 70-room boutique
hotel can open.

Work on the $23 million
hotel was completed in
late March in advance of
a planned April opening
postponed when gover-
nors of Virginia, Tennes-
see and other states issued
substantial restrictions on
business operations and
directed residents not to
travel amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

Thompson award:
Fifth finalist named

for annual honor

Castlewood product Wagner

pitched Hokies past Trojans

in 1997 NCAA regionals
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Nearly 39M
have lost jobs
in US since
virus took hold

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
and DANICA KIRKA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
number of Americans ap-
plying for unemployment
benefits in the two months
since the coronavirus took
hold in the U.S. has swelled
to nearly 39 million, the gov-
ernment reportedThursday,
even as states from coast to
coast gradually reopen their
economies and let people
go back to work.


