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The man who shot and
killed Sullivan County
Sheriff’s Office Sgt. Steve
Hinkle earlier this year
was legally drunk when
he fired the
fatal shot
before turn-
ing another
weapon on
himself, ac-
cording to
an autopsy
report.

On Tues-
day, District Attorney
General Barry Staubus re-
leased a Sullivan County
grand jury report which
states during the February
officer-involved shooting
in Blountville that Jackie
Scott Pendergrass, 44, fa-
tally shot the 65-year-old
Hinkle then killed himself.

The autopsy was part of
the grand jury’s findings.
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J
on Nidiffer and his son Logan spend a quiet morning fishing

on the South Holston River from the tailgate of his truck.
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Council adjusts nonprofit funding
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Bristol Ten-
nessee City Council followed
Bristol, Virginia’s example Tues-

day and voted to shift how much
money they give to certain non-
profit organizations that benefit
the city.

At its regular meeting, the coun-

cil voted to decrease its appro-
priations to the Bristol Chamber
of Commerce’s Convention and

Visitors Bureau by $30,000 and
programs operated by the cham-
ber by $5,000, as part of its 2019-
20 budget. Council also cut its
appropriation to the Paramount

Foundation by $10,000 while in-
creasing funding to Believe in
Bristol by $15,000 and allocating

Bristol,Tenn.

See COUNCIL, Page A8

School leaders developing improvement plan
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Four days after
City Council requested a plan to
improve city school buildings,
Superintendent Keith Perrigan
presented a draft version to the
School Board.

The council and board met last

Thursday to discuss short- and
long-term needs at the city’s six
school buildings regarding acces-
sibility, safety and general condi-
tion. They agreed to reconvene
July 1, and the council asked for
recommendations on how best to

bring buildings into compliance
with the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act, as well as how to
meet other pressing needs.

A recent Virginia Department
of Education study showed
those improvements could cost
between $33 million and $64
million, far beyond the fiscal ca-

pability of a city with little spare
income and no ability to borrow
long-term bonds.

However, the council recently
appropriated $100,000 for safety
and ADA compliance improve-
ments at three city elementary

Bristol,Va.

See SCHOOLS, Page A8

Aftermass shooting, Virginia governor demands action on guns
BY ALAN SUDERMAN

The Associated Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.
— Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam announced
Tuesday he will summon
lawmakers back to the

state Capitol this sum-
mer to take up a package
of gun-control legislation,
saying last week’s mass
shooting in Virginia Beach
calls for “votes and laws,
not thoughts and prayers.”

Northam, a Democrat
faced with a gun-friendly,
Republican-controlled
General Assembly in the
middle of a legislative
election year, also said he
wants every lawmaker to

go on record for or against
his proposals during the
special session, rather
than avoid tough votes by
quietly killing the bills in
subcommittee.

“The nation will be

watching,” the governor
said, four days after Vir-
ginia Beach employee
DeWayne Craddock used
two semi-automatic
handguns, a silencer and
extended ammunition

magazines to slaughter
12 people at a municipal
building. Craddock was
then killed in a gunbattle
with police.

See GUNS, Page A11
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