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Weather » A10

83/69

TIM DODSON/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

John Paul Shortridge (left) and son, Joshua, attended Tuesday’s rapid response resource event for employees affected by the Blackjewel bankruptcy.

House
rebukes
Trump’s
tweets

Caught off guard
Resource session held for workers hurt by company’s filing

Coal Mining Worker
Resource Session
» When: Today, 9 a.m.-3 p.m
» Where: Virginia Career
Works Appalachian One
Stop Workforce Center,
1928 Front St., Richlands

* Southwest
Virginia Job Fair
» When: Friday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m
» Where: Virginia Career
Works Appalachian One
Stop Workforce Center,
1928 Front St., Richlands

*While this event is in
response to the Blackjewel
bankruptcy, the public is
welcome.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

N
ORTON, Va. — John Paul
Shortridge is in the midst
of his second layoff from

a coal mine since 2017, but this
time caught him off guard.

Shortridge, 46, from Cleve-
land, Virginia, worked at the
P12 Flat Rock mine in Honaker
until July 1, when he said he was
told at the end of his shift that
employees would be out of work
until further notice. Blackjewel

LLC, which owns the mine, filed
Chapter 11 bankruptcy the same
day.

He said he was briefly laid
off from a mining job for three
weeks in September 2017, but he
had a heads up before that hap-
pened and prepared for it.

This time around, he’s entering
his third week without work, and
he hasn’t received clear com-
munication from his employer,
which he said owes him two
paychecks.

“You can’t get ahold of no-
body from our company,” he
said Tuesday morning, sitting
at a table with his wife, Francis,
and son, Joshua, at a “rapid
response” resource event at the
Virginia Career Works center in
Norton.

There, they got information
about filing a proof of claim
form with the bankruptcy court
in West Virginia to get the wages

See BLACKJEWEL, Page A6

Lee announces new rural health research center at ETSU
BY ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

With at least $20 million set
aside, officials in Johnson City
believe a new rural health re-
search center at East Tennessee
State University will become a
national leader.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee joined
ETSU President Brian Noland
and Ballad Health CEO and
Chairman Alan Levine during
a news conference Tuesday at
Stanton-Gerber Hall on the Vet-
erans Affairs campus.

The three leaders said a new
National Center for Rural Health
Research will be developed at
ETSU’s Quillen College of Medi-
cine, which is housed at the VA.

“This center will, I believe, be
a national leader in research,
not just in serving and services,

not just in access to care, but in
researching things that drive the
components of rural health,” Lee
said.

The state will provide $1.5 mil-
lion in this year’s budget and an
additional $750,000 in subse-
quent years, the governor said.

Ballad Health, the region’s lead

health care provider, will also
donate $15 million over a 10-
year period, said Levine, who
described it as the single largest
monetary donation in the uni-
versity’s history.

“There’s a great deal of hope for
prosperity in this region in ways
that we haven’t seen before,” said
Lee, who added that he is com-
mitted to rural Tennessee.

The governor added that ETSU
is already a leader in health care,
noting various breakthrough
projects over the years.

Noland opened the conference
by noting that one of ETSU’s
greatest missions is to improve
the quality of life in the region.

Scott Niswonger, chairman of
ETSU’s board of trustees, said
he was impressed by the univer-
sity’s efforts to improve access to

health care in rural communities.
The center’s goal will be to work

with Ballad, local health care
delivery partners, national ex-
perts and the leadership of ETSU
Health to identify new mecha-
nisms to improve health in rural
and nonurban communities, ac-
cording to an ETSU news release.
Specific emphasis will be placed
on strategies that disrupt inter-
generational cycles of behaviors
that contribute to poor health
outcomes, which ultimately can
affect college- and career-readi-
ness, the release adds.

Noland also announced that
Randy Wykoff, who currently
serves as the dean of the college
of public health, will become di-
rector of the new research center.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ETSU

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee announces a
new rural health research center at
ETSU’s Quillen College of Medicine.

See ETSU, Page A6

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a re-
markable political repudia-
tion, the Democratic-led U.S.
House voted Tuesday night to
condemn President Donald
Trump’s “racist comments”
against four congresswomen
of color, despite protestations
by Trump’s Republican con-
gressional allies and his own
insistence he hasn’t “a racist
bone in my body.”

Two days after Trump
tweeted that four Democratic
freshmen should “go back”
to their home countries —
though all are citizens and
three were born in the U.S.A.
— Democrats muscled the
resolution through the cham-
ber by 240-187 over near-solid
GOP opposition. The rebuke
was an embarrassing one for
Trump, even though it carries
no legal repercussions, but if
anything his latest harangues
should help him with his die-
hard conservative base.

Despite a lobbying effort by
Trump and party leaders for
a unified GOP front, four Re-
publicans voted to condemn
his remarks: moderate Reps.
Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsyl-
vania, Fred Upton of Michi-
gan, Will Hurd of Texas and
Susan Brooks of Indiana, who
is retiring.

Democrats saved one of the
day’s most passionate mo-
ments until near the end. “I
know racism when I see it,”
said Rep. John Lewis of Geor-
gia, whose skull was fractured
at the 1965 “Bloody Sunday”
civil rights march in Selma,
Alabama. “At the highest lev-
el of government, there’s no
room for racism.”
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CATCHING PRAISEALL-AMERICAN
Son of former MLB catcher

making name for himself
behind the dish for BriBucs

Bristol’s VFW
Post 6975 honored

for leadership


