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Strongest quake in 20 years rattles Southern Calif.

BEN HOOD VIA AP

In this image taken from video provided by Ben Hood, a firefighter works to extinguish a fire
Thursday following a 6.4 magnitude earthquake that struck near Ridgecrest, California.

BY JOHN ANTCZAK
and OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The
strongest earthquake in
20 years shook a large
swath of Southern Cali-
fornia and parts of Ne-
vada on Thursday, rattling
nerves on the July Fourth
holiday and causing in-
juries and damage in a
town near the epicenter,
followed by a swarm of
ongoing aftershocks.

The 6.4 magnitude
quake struck at 10:33 a.m.
in the Mojave Desert,
about 150 miles north-
east of Los Angeles, near
the town of Ridgecrest,
California.

Multiple injuries and

two house fires were re-
ported in the town of
28,000. Emergency crews
were also dealing with
small vegetation fires,
gas leaks and reports of
cracked roads, said Kern
County Fire Chief David
Witt.

He said 15 patients
were evacuated from the
Ridgecrest Regional Hos-
pital as a precaution and
out of concern for after-
shocks.

Kern County District
Supervisor Mick Glea-
son told CNN there were
some structural issues
with the hospital, and
some patients had to be

Trump: ‘Stay true to our cause’

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE, CALVIN
WOODWARD and LYNN BERRY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump cel-
ebrated “the greatest po-
litical journey in human
history” in a Fourth of July
commemoration before a
soggy but cheering crowd
of spectators, many of them
invited, on the grounds
of the Lincoln Memorial.
Supporters welcomed his
tribute to the U.S. military
while protesters assailed
him for putting himself
center stage on a holiday
devoted to unity.

As rain fell on him, Trump
called on Americans to“stay
true to our cause” during a
program that adhered to pa-
triotic themes and hailed an
eclectic mix of history’s he-
roes, from the armed forces,
space, civil rights and other
endeavors of American life.

He largely stuck to his
script, avoiding diversions
into his agenda or reelec-
tion campaign. But in one
exception, he vowed, “Very
soon, we will plant the
American flag on Mars,” ac-
tually a distant goal not like-
ly to be achieved until late
in the 2020s, if even then.

A late afternoon down-
pour drenched the capital’s
Independence Day crowds,
and Trump’s speech unfold-
ed in occasional rain. The
warplanes and presidential
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Bristol celebrates the Fourth of July with its annual parade on State Street on Thursday.
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James Graninger and Kristi Gilliam share a moment as they
watch the Fourth of July parade on State Street on Thursday.

Twin City celebrates with parade,
festivities at park and fireworks

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

I
n true Twin City fashion, the com-
munity celebrated the Fourth of
July on Thursday with a downtown

parade, festivities at the park and a
colorful fireworks show.

Bristol recognized the nation’s
243rd birthday beginning Thursday
afternoon with a parade.

About 20 entries signed up in ad-
vance of the parade, but others joined
as it meandered through downtown,

according to Maggie Bishop, executive
director of Believe in Bristol, which
organized this year’s Independence
Day celebration.

Fourth of July festivities in Bristol
were previously hosted by both Cel-
ebrate Bristol and Believe in Bristol,
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