
www.BartLongAuctions.com

1430 Bluff City Hwy.
Bristol, TN 37620
(423) 573-5000

TN Firm #5298

906 W. Main St.
Abingdon, VA 24210

276-466-4663
VA Firm #2908 00732

SATURDAY, June 1, 2019 HeraldCourier.com 147th Year | $1.50

TRUTH. ACCURACY. FAIRNESS.

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee The Birthplace of Country Music ® 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service

INDEXThank you,
Albert Dishner,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.

CLASSIFIEDS ................ B9-B12
COMICS.................................B6
DEATHS........................... A2-A3
OPINION.............................. A10
TELEVISION .......................... B7

354
24,815.04

MARKET
SUMMARY

» B5

COMING SUNDAY

Work continues on The
Sessions Hotel project in
downtown Bristol, Virginia

D
O
W

SPORTS » B1

12 PEOPLE KILLED | 4WOUNDED | SUSPECT DEAD

Weather » A12

77/57

‘Most devastating day’

Longtime city employee opens fire at Virginia Beach municipal building

SWVa. schools earn
performance awards

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A few exemplary schools
in Southwest Virginia have
achieved performance
awards from Gov. Ralph
Northam and the state
Board of Education.

This week, the governor
and board announced
that 270 schools and nine
school divisions earned
2019 Virginia Index of
Performance awards for
advanced student learn-

ing and achievement.
The program recognizes
schools and divisions that
exceed state and federal
accountability standards
and achieve goals estab-
lished by the governor and
board, according to a news
release.

No schools in Southwest
Virginia achieved the Gov-
ernor’s Award for Educa-
tional Excellence, which is

See SCHOOLS, Page A3

Trump holds firm
onMexican tariffs
despite pushback

AP PHOTO/MARCO UGARTE

Migrant children line up for a meal at the door of the Jesus del Buen Pastor del
Pobre y el Migrante shelter in Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico, on Thursday.

BY JILL COLVIN and COLLEEN LONG
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Despite pushback
from U.S. business, Mexico and Capitol Hill,
President Donald Trump doubled down
Friday on his threat to slap a 5% tariff on
Mexican imports unless America’s southern
neighbor cracks down on Central American
migrants trying to cross the U.S. border.

U.S. manufacturers said the tariff, set to
take effect June 10, would have devastat-
ing consequences on them and American

See TARIFFS, Page A11

L. TODD SPENCER/THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT VIA AP

Police work the scene where 12 people were killed during a mass shooting at the Virginia Beach city public works building Friday in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
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Virginia Beach Mayor Bobby Dyer (left) looks on as City
Councilman Aaron Rouse (right) comforts Chief of Police
James Cervera following a press conference Friday.

BY BEN FINLEY
The Associated Press

V
IRGINIA BEACH, Va. — A
longtime city employee
opened fire in a municipal

building in Virginia Beach on
Friday, killing 12 people on three
floors and sending terrified co-
workers scrambling for cover before
police shot and killed him follow-
ing a “long gun-battle,” authorities
said.

Four other people were wounded
in the shooting, including a police
officer whose bulletproof vest saved
his life, said Virginia Beach Police
Chief James Cervera. The city’s
visibly shaken mayor, Bobby Dyer,

called it “the most devastating day
in the history of Virginia Beach.”

The shooting happened shortly
after 4 p.m. when the veteran
employee of the Public Utilities
Department entered a building in
the city’s Municipal Center, and
“immediately began to indiscrimi-
nately fire upon all of the victims,”
Cervera said. Authorities did not
release the suspect’s name, instead
choosing to focus on the victims
during a news conference.

Police entered the building and
got out as many employees as they
could, then exchanged fire with the
suspect, who was armed with a .45
caliber handgun, the chief said.

Police initially said the gunman
shot and killed 11 people, including
one who was found inside a vehicle
outside the municipal building.
Cervera later said one more died on
the way to the hospital.

The shooting sent shock waves
through Virginia Beach, the state’s
largest city and a popular vaca-
tion spot in southeastern Virginia.
The building where the attack took
place is in a suburban complex
miles away from the high-rise
hotels along the beach and the
downtown business area.

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam said
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