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ABINGDON, Va. — Drivers try-
ing to multitask behind the wheel
and those under the influence of
prescription drugs make today’s
highway travel even more dan-
gerous, law enforcement officials
said Thursday.

Officers from about 40 police
agencies across Southwest Vir-
ginia and Northeast Tennessee
participated in the formal kickoff
of 100 Days of Summer Heat — a
Tennessee initiative to improve
highway safety. This year, the ef-
fort includes working with Virgin-
ia agencies.

During the event at the Wash-
ington County Sheriff’s Office in

Abingdon, Capt. Robert Chappell
of the Virginia State Police urged
agencies to work together to try to
reduce highway crashes.

“In Virginia last year, we had
819 fatalities, and we seemed to
celebrate that because it was a
decrease from 843 the year be-
fore. I find it hard to believe we
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First lady Pamela Northam of Virginia speaks at the United Way of Southwest Virginia’s Rural Summit for Childhood Success in Abingdon on Thursday.

‘Profound impact’
Virginia first lady, others speak at childhood summit in Abingdon

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — More than 500
educators and childhood service
providers from across Virginia

gathered in Abingdon on Thursday for
the first Rural Summit for Childhood
Success.

Organized by the United Way of South-
west Virginia, the daylong event offered
a series of workshops and speakers deal-
ing with all aspects of identifying and ad-
dressing childhood traumas. Among the
keynote speakers were Virginia first lady
Pamela Northam, Secretary of Health
and Human Resources Dr. Daniel Carey
and bestselling author Jeannette Walls,
whose personal story of overcoming
childhood poverty — “The Glass Castle”
— sold more than 5 million copies and
was made into a major motion picture.

“We believe that all children should
have access to opportunities they need
to succeed no matter who they are
or where they live,” Northam told the
morning session. “The experiences that
children face in the early years of their

lives have a profound impact on their
development and life outcomes. Chal-
lenges such as trauma, food insecurity,
insufficient early childhood learning
experiences can all affect mental, emo-
tional and physical development. …
What happens in early childhood doesn’t
stay in early childhood.”

Northam, an educator and former
pediatric therapist, remains an advocate
for improving early childhood educa-
tion.

“It’s so important. The first few criti-
cal years of a child’s life where fully 90
percent of the brain is developed even
before a child gets to kindergarten,” she
said. “We’re really highlighting the im-
portance of these critical first few years
and the people that provide care for our

The experiences that
children face in the

early years of their lives
have a profound impact on
their development and life
outcomes. … What happens
in early childhood doesn’t
stay in early childhood.”
— Pamela Northam,
Virginia first lady
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Virginia 2018 Fatal
Crash Statistics
Fatal Crashes 819
Speeding 339
Alcohol 278
Unrestrained 298
Pedestrians 123

Police: Distracted driving playingmuch larger role
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VSP Capt. Robert Chappell speaks during Thursday’s 100 Days of Summer
Heat news conference at the Washington County Sheriff’s Office.

Trump
moves to
escalate
probe
of intel
agencies

BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump directed the U.S.
intelligence community onThurs-
day to “quickly and fully cooper-
ate” with Attorney
General William
Barr’s investigation
of the origins of the
multiyear probe of
whether his 2016
campaign colluded
with Russia.

The move marked
an escalation in
Trump’s efforts to “investigate the
investigators,” as he continues to
try to undermine the findings of
special counsel Robert Mueller’s
probe amid mounting Demo-
cratic calls to bring impeachment
proceedings against Trump.

Press secretary Sarah Sanders
said in a statement that Trump
is delegating to Barr the “full and
complete authority” to declassify
documents relating to the probe,
which would ease his efforts to
review the sensitive intelligence
underpinnings of the investiga-
tion. Such a move could create
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Pentagon
eyes beefing
up forces in
theMideast
BY LOLITA C. BALDOR and ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon onThursday outlined propos-
als to the White House that would
send military reinforcements to
the Middle East to beef up de-
fenses against Iran amid height-
ened tensions in the region. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, speaking
to reporters before the meeting,
said he was not convinced more
troops are needed but would do
whatever is necessary.

“We’ll see what happens with
Iran,” Trump said. “I don’t think
we’re going to need them, I really
don’t, but we’re going to have a
meeting on it in about an hour. I
would certainly send troops if we
need them.”

Acting Defense Secretary Pat-
rick Shanahan told reporters the
Defense Department has not yet
determined how many troops
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