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Trump,
Biden
clash on
wildfires

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, AAMER
MADHANI, WILL WEISSERT and

ELLEN KNICKMEYER
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — With
the smell of California wild-
fires in the air, President Don-
ald Trump on Monday down-
played the idea that climate
change is playing a central role
in historic West Coast infernos
and renewed his claim that
failure to rake forest floors and
clear dead timber is mostly to
blame.

The fires are threatening
to become another front in
Trump’s reelection bid, which
is already facing hurdles be-
cause of the coronavirus pan-
demic, joblessness and social
unrest. His Democratic chal-
lenger, Joe Biden, in his own
speech on Monday said the de-
struction and mounting death
toll across California, Oregon
and Washington require stron-
ger presidential leadership and
labeled Trump a “climate ar-
sonist.”

Trump traveled to Northern
California to be briefed
by Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom and other state and
federal officials. At one point,
state Natural Resources Agency
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The new Bristol Tennessee Middle School is taking shape as work continues on the project. The new school is located directly behind the current
middle school and is is expected to be completed in time for the 2021-22 school year.
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BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — Bris-
tol Tennessee Middle
School will not be

completed until the summer
of 2021, but school officials
expect the newly renovated
school gymnasium will be
ready for use in late October
or early November of this year.

Construction continues on
Bristol Tennessee City Schools’
middle school, which will
total 154,000 square feet. Ed

Depew, supervisor of facili-
ties and maintenance for the
school system, said Monday
that the gym’s wooden floor
is currently being put down,
and once that is complete, the
wood will be finished and the
floor painted.

“We are really eager to get
the floor in the gym done,”
Depew said.

Once that’s finished, the final
major step of refurbishing
the gym will be installing the
bleachers.

Simultaneously, work con-
tinues on the rest of the build-
ing. Depew told the Bristol
Herald Courier in June that
poor weather and COVID-19
had caused some delays.
Despite the many rainy days
that have occurred since June,
Depew said progress has been
made, and the project is still
on track for the 2021-22 school
year.

“We’re working hard to
be ready by the next school
year so we can pull the sixth

graders out of the elemen-
tary schools, put them in the
middle schools and free up
some space,” he said.

Depew said BurWil Con-
struction crews have com-
pleted pouring the floors for
all three levels of the class-
room wing, and a contractor is
currently setting door frames.
By the time winter comes, he
said the school system plans
to have a roof and walls on the
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New gymmay be completed this fall
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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Eight peo-
ple — five of whom were Black

— on Monday
urged city School
Board Chair Steve
Fletcher to resign
over comments
he made last
month on Face-
book.

Eleven people
spoke during the public com-

ment portion of the board’s
mid-month meeting with the
balance — two of whom were
Black — expressing support for
Fletcher and saying he wasn’t a
racist.

On Aug. 30, Fletcher criticized
a Facebook post that included
an illustration depicting two
white police officers shooting a
Black man in the back while a
white man walks the other way,
carrying a rifle. Under it were
the words, “This is America.”
Fletcher called the image “dis-
gusting,” criticized the person
who shared it and offered to
provide Superintendent Keith
Perrigan’s cellphone number if
she wanted to speak with him

regarding Fletcher’s comments.
Fletcher issued a public apol-

ogy and said his comments
weren’t intended as racist but
to be supportive of local law en-
forcement.

“After reading your comments
on Facebook, not knowing how
old you are, I thought of my
14-year-old and her bickering
with some of her friends,” the
Rev. Steven Davis said. “I am
calling for your resignation be-
cause I have children in Bristol,
Virginia public schools, and it’s
very difficult for me as a Black
man — something I’ve been all
my life and will probably die the
same way — to raise my chil-
dren in a society in Southwest

Virginia where systemic racism
is prevalent and coming from
those in authority over my chil-
dren.”

Erica Nophlin also called for
Fletcher to resign and urged
the school system to take steps
to formalize its commitment to
diversity, equity and inclusion,
improve communications with
the community and establish a
committee to bring in the com-
munity’s perspective.

She accused Fletcher of smirk-
ing and not respecting public
input during a called August
meeting regarding school redis-
tricting.

Several call for board chair to resign

Fletcher

Large ice floe breaks off

Greenland’s glaciers,

alarming climate scientists
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Complaints focused

on comments chair

made on Facebook
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