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‘A big deal’:
Fla. braces
for Dorian

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

David Scholes (right), director at the Flatwoods Job Corps Center in Coeburn, gives U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., a tour of the facility Thursday.
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David Scholes, director at the Flatwoods site,
and Rhonda Bird, with the United States Forestry
Service, give Sen. Mark Warner a couple of gifts.

‘An economic boost’

Warner tours center that remained
open after government reversal

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

C
OEBURN, Va. — About two
months after the federal govern-
ment changed its plans on the

Job Corps program and decided to
continue operations at its Flatwoods
site, U.S. Sen. Mark Warner toured the
facility Thursday.

Warner, D-Va., called the idea of
shutting down Flatwoods “one of the
craziest things that came out of Wash-
ington” in the last year.

“This facility is a great economic

boost for Coeburn and for surround-
ing communities,” he told reporters
before touring the facility Thursday
morning. The stop was part of a
seven-day trip Warner is taking across
the state while Congress is on its
August recess.

In May, the U.S. Department of
Labor announced that the U.S. Forest
Service — which is part of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture — would
end its role in operating the Job Corps

See WARNER, Page A5
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Opioid settlement would use formula to split money
BY GEOFF MULVIHILL

and ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The mul-
tibillion-dollar settlement that the
maker of OxyContin is negotiating
to settle a crush of lawsuits over
the nation’s opioid crisis contains
formulas for dividing up the mon-
ey among state and local govern-
ments across the country, The As-
sociated Press has learned.

The formulas would take into
account several factors, including
opioid distribution in a given ju-
risdiction, the number of people
who misuse opioids and the num-
ber of overdose deaths.

Spelling out the way the settle-
ment is to be split could forestall
squabbles over the money and
avoid what some see as the mis-
takes made with the hundreds of

billions of dollars received under
the nationwide settlement with
Big Tobacco during the 1990s.

Activists have complained that
precious little of the money from
the tobacco industry went toward
anti-smoking programs and too
much was diverted toward state
budget holes, pensions and other

things unrelated to smoking’s toll.
In the case of the opioid litiga-

tion, some of the plaintiffs have
said they want direct control over
the money to make sure it goes to-
ward treating and preventing ad-
diction and covering some of the
taxpayer costs associated with the
deadly epidemic, including men-
tal health services, police calls and
foster care for children of addicts.

Published reports say a pro-
posed $10 billion to $12 billion set-
tlement of the opioid claims with
Purdue Pharma is taking shape.

As an example of the proposed
formulas, Cabell County, West
Virginia, a hard-hit part of Appala-
chia, and the local governments in
it would get a total of $975,000 for
every $1 billion in the settlement.
Philadelphia would receive $6.5
million.

The talks are being overseen by
a federal judge in Cleveland. But
Purdue wants any settlement to
apply to all claims against it, ac-
cording to a person familiar with
the talks but not authorized to dis-
cuss them publicly. That would in-
clude the nearly 2,000 lawsuits in
federal court and the hundreds of
other local government and state
lawsuits filed in state courts.

Under the plan now on the ta-
ble, Purdue Pharma would file for
bankruptcy and transform itself
into a “public benefit trust corpo-
ration,” with all profits from drug
sales and other proceeds going to
the plaintiffs, news reports said.

The Sackler family would give
up ownership of Purdue Pharma
and contribute at least $3 billion
of its money toward the total, the
reports said.
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This 2013 file photo shows OxyContin
pills arranged for a photo at a
pharmacy in Montpelier, Vermont.

BY FREIDA FRISARO and ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Florida residents picked the
shelves clean of bottled water and lined
up at gas stations Thursday as an in-
creasingly menacing-looking Hurricane
Dorian threatened to broadside the state
over Labor Day weekend.

Leaving lighter-than-expected damage
in its wake in Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands, the second hurricane of the 2019
season swirled toward the U.S., with fore-
casters warning it will draw energy from
the warm, open waters as it closes in.

The National Hurricane Center said the
Category 1 storm is expected to strength-
en into a potentially catastrophic Catego-
ry 4 with winds of 130 mph and slam into
the U.S. on Monday somewhere between
the Florida Keys and southern Georgia —
a 500-mile stretch that reflected the high
degree of uncertainty this far out.

“If it makes landfall as a Category 3 or 4
hurricane, that’s a big deal,” said Univer-
sity of Miami hurricane researcher Brian
McNoldy. “A lot of people are going to be
affected. A lot of insurance claims.”

President Donald Trump canceled his
weekend trip to Poland and warned Flor-
ida residents to be prepared.

“All indications are it’s going to hit very
hard, and it’s going to be very big,” Trump
said in a video he tweeted Thursday eve-
ning, comparing Dorian to Hurricane
Andrew, which devastated South Florida
in 1992.

With the storm’s track still unclear, no
immediate mass evacuations were or-
dered.

Along Florida’s east coast, local gov-
ernments began distributing sandbags,
shoppers rushed to stock up on food, ply-
wood and other emergency supplies at
supermarkets and hardware stores, and
motorists topped off their tanks and filled
gasoline cans. Some fuel shortages were
reported in the Cape Canaveral area.

Josefine Larrauri, a retired translator,
went to a Publix supermarket in Miami
only to find empty shelves in the water

See DORIAN, Page A8


