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BY JIM TALBERT
THE NEWS & PRESS

TAZEWELL, Va. — Two Taze-
well police officers have been
terminated as a result of an in-
vestigation into a claim of racial
profiling.

Officers D.C. Grizzel and T.J.
Crabtree were relieved from
duty Monday after a formal
complaint was filed against
Grizzel following a June 11 traf-
fic stop. No reason was given for
the firings.

According to the complaint
filed June 13, William Wilson
Jr., a 32-year-old from Jones-
borough, Tennessee, who is

black, was visiting family in
town when he drove to Heritage
Health Care to pick up his aunt
from work on the night of June
11.

He was driving west on Fin-
castle Turnpike around 8:35
p.m. when he stopped at The
Cave, a local convenience store,
to buy gas. As Wilson pulled in,
Grizzel, a 23-year-old white offi-
cer, followed him into the park-
ing lot and conducted a traffic
stop.

A be-on-the-lookout had
been issued for a vehicle fitting
the description of the one Griz-
zel saw approaching him on

Fincastle Turnpike, according
to Town Manager Todd Day.

Grizzel told Wilson a missing
front license plate was the rea-
son for the stop, according to
the complaint.

Virginia law requires that cars
have a license plate on the front
and back of every vehicle; how-
ever, Wilson’s car is registered in
Tennessee, which only requires
the back plate, according to his
statement.

Wilson said he felt he was ra-
cially profiled by the traffic stop
and that tensions were high
during the encounter. Grizzel
asked to see Wilson’s license

and registration and informed
him it was also illegal to have
items hanging from a rearview
mirror, according to the com-
plaint.

Officers asked if they could
search Wilson’s vehicle, and he
asked whether they had prob-
able cause. The officers said
the missing tag was enough to
warrant a search, according to
the complaint. The complaint
states that Wilson later asked to
speak to a supervisor.

Tazewell County Sheriff Brian
Hieatt said his office also dis-
patched Cpl. Quentin Harris
and a K-9 to The Cave at the

town’s request. Day said Griz-
zel was the town’s usual K-9 of-
ficer, but his cruiser was being
repaired, and he was driving the
cruiser issued to Crabtree at the
time of the traffic stop. Crab-
tree’s cruiser was not equipped
to carry the K-9, so the depart-
ment had to ask for help from
the Sheriff’s Office, Day said.

Wilson said Harris threatened
him with an obstruction charge if
he didn’t let the dog search the ve-
hicle. He later agreed to allow of-
ficers to walk the K-9 around the
car, according to the complaint.

2 Tazewell officers fired over racial profiling claim

See PROFILING, Page A3

BY MARK SAGE
THE NEWS & PRESS

Dominion Energy’s proposed
hydroelectrical plant will find a
home in Tazewell County, pro-
vided all the i’s can be dotted
and the t’s crossed.

The Richmond-based com-
pany is hoping to build an
800-megawatt pumped stor-
age power station on 2,600
acres of land it owns on East
River Mountain. The company
bought the land on the border
of Bland County in 2009, when
another electrical generation
project was being pursued.

The Tazewell County site, in
Bluefield, Virginia, was com-
peting with a smaller site in
Wise County, which would
have produced 150 megawatts.
Though the Bullitt mine prop-
erty in Wise won’t be used by
Dominion, company officials
said another, smaller operator
may still be interested.

Legislation approved in 2017
cleared the way for a pumped
storage station in the coalfields.
Dominion operates a much
larger pumped storage facil-
ity in Bath County. That site,
officials said, produces 3,000
megawatts and is the largest of
its kind in the U.S.

The planned facility in Taze-
well would work much the
same way as the one in Bath
County.

During times of high electri-
cal demand, water stored in
an upper reservoir would be
released to a lower reservoir,
turning turbines to generate
power along the way. During
times of low-cost energy, the
water would be pumped back

Pumped
water
facility to
locate in
Tazewell
County
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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Gun
rights advocates, some
wearing National Rifle

Association hats and patches,
left little doubt Tuesday
that they oppose proposed
new laws to restrict gun ac-
cess, which they said would
“erode” their rights under the
Second Amendment.

About 100 people jammed
into a classroom at the
Southwest Virginia Higher
Education Center in Abing-
don with nearly all voicing
displeasure over laws pro-
posed by Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam. At the center of
the room, Virginia Secretary
of Public Safety and Home-
land Security Brian Moran
listened to comments and
fielded dozens of questions
and concerns about the re-

cently proposed regulations
during the 90-minute session
— one of six such events
statewide.

Northam is proposing a

series of what he terms “com-
mon-sense” laws and called
for a July 9 special session of
the Virginia General Assem-
bly, following a May 31 mass

shooting in Virginia Beach,
where a city employee killed
12 people.

GUN CONTROL FORUM

Gun proposals find opposition in Southwest Va.

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A standing room-only crowd listens from outside the door during a roundtable discussion on gun violence prevention Tuesday in Abingdon.

There is
nothing
in Virginia

Beach, nothing in
our law, nothing
in our toolbox,
nothing you’re
offering now that
would have saved
those people in
Virginia Beach.
— Virginia Sen. Ben Chafin,
R-Lebanon

‘‘

‘Loud and clear’

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Virginia Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian
Moran (left) listens to public comments during a roundtable
discussion on gun violence prevention Tuesday afternoon in Abingdon.

See GUNS, Page A3


