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HOT RODS AND COOL RAINS

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
spectator to the 24th Annual HOT ROD Power Tour sprints through the rain as cars keep arriving at

Bristol Motor Speedway on Monday afternoon during the one-day stop.

For full details on the forecast, turn to Page A10 or visit HeraldCourier.com.

Ballad seeks dismissal of federal lawsuit
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Attorneys for Ballad Health on Monday
filed a motion to dismiss a federal lawsuit
against the hospital system and its individual
board of directors.

The motion, filed in U.S. District Court in
Greeneville, asks Judge Curtis Collier to dis-
miss the action, claiming the plaintiffs lack

standing to bring their claims and failed to
identify what claims could grant them relief.

A group of 10 Northeast Tennessee resi-
dents filed the complaint in April, alleging
that David Golden and Scott Niswonger
should not be allowed to serve on the boards
of both Ballad Health and East Tennes-
see State University. It challenges the role
of ETSU President Brian Noland, who also

serves on the Ballad board, asserting that
Ballad and ETSU’s heath care providers are
competitors in the marketplace.

The complaint names as defendants Ballad
Health, Medical Education Assistance Corp.
— doing business as East Tennessee Physi-
cians and Associates and University Physi-
cians Practice Group — and all 11 of Ballad
Health’s board members.

“Because this court does not have subject
matter jurisdiction over this case, and because
plaintiffs have failed to state a claim upon
which relief may be granted, the court should
dismiss the case in its entirety,” according to
the motion filed by attorney Jimmie C. Miller
of the firm Hunter, Smith & Davis.

See BALLAD, Page A7

Callahan’s
attorneys
challenge
evidence

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — A Bristol
man could face trial in September
for vehicular homicide and DUI
charges in the 2017 death of a pe-
destrian on U.S. Highway 421.

Charles Callahan, 55, was in Sul-
livan County Criminal Court Mon-
day for a motions hearing after his
attorneys Lesley Tiller and Gene
Scott filed several motions to sup-
press evidence from the case that
they said should be invalid because
proper procedure wasn’t followed.

After hearing nearly four hours of
witness testimony and arguments
from the defense and prosecution,
Sullivan County Circuit Court Judge
Jim Goodwin said he’ll issue a ruling
on the motions on July 12.

Callahan was indicted by a Sul-
livan County grand jury nearly
two years ago after allegedly kill-
ing 58-year-old Jeffery Rouse on
Jan. 9, 2017. Callahan was traveling
south on Highway 421 shortly af-
ter 11 a.m., when the pickup truck
he was driving drifted off the right
side of the road and hit Rouse, who
was walking with his back to traffic.
Rouse died at the scene.

Callahan pleaded not guilty to the

See HEARING, Page A7

House Demsmake deal to see Mueller files on Trump
BY MARY CLARE JALONICK

and LISA MASCARO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House expects to re-
ceive the first files of underlying evidence from
Robert Mueller’s report soon, after a sudden
shift by the Justice Department as Democrats
weigh impeachment proceedings against Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

It’s unclear if the deal, announced just mo-
ments before the start of a Judiciary Commit-
tee hearing with Watergate star witness John
Dean, will ultimately be enough for Democrats
who have called for the full, unredacted report
and underlying documentation from the spe-
cial counsel’s work. But it signaled the first real
breakthrough in the standoff over the report
and came at the start of a week of ramped-up
action by the House in theTrump-Russia probe.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., the chairman of the
committee, said the Justice Department will pro-
vide some of Mueller’s“most important files” and
all members of the committee will be able to view
them. He said the files will include those used to
assess whether Trump obstructed justice.

In response to the agreement, Nadler said the
panel will not vote to hold Attorney General
William Barr in criminal contempt, for now. But
the House will still vote on a resolution Tuesday

that would empower the committee to file a
civil lawsuit for the materials, if Democrats de-
cide to do so.

That was the expected outcome even before
the deal, as Democrats have shifted their strate-
gy toward lawsuits and away from criminal con-
tempt. Criminal contempt would be referred to
the Justice Department, where it would certainly
be rejected. And Democrats have been encour-
aged by some early wins in court as Trump has
broadly fought congressional oversight.

Nadler said in his statement that he would give
the Justice Department some time to comply.

“If the Department proceeds in good faith
and we are able to obtain everything that we
need, then there will be no need to take further
steps,” Nadler said in a statement. “If important
information is held back, then we will have no
choice but to enforce our subpoena in court
and consider other remedies.”

The sudden turn of events came ahead of a
pivotal week for House Democrats, who are torn
over whether to move forward with impeach-
ment proceedings and searching for ways to fo-
cus public attention on Trump’s actions.

Dean, a White House counsel under Richard
Nixon who helped bring down his presidency,
testified Monday that Mueller has provided Con-
gress with a “road map” for investigating Trump.

He said he saw parallels between Mueller’s
findings regarding Trump and those of con-
gressional investigators looking into Nixon’s
administration decades ago. He pointed to the
way the presidents used their pardon power in
an attempt to influence witness testimony, and
their efforts to seize control of the investigation
and direct the efforts of prosecutors.

Trump, apparently watching the televised
hearing, tweeted, “Can’t believe they are bring-
ing in John Dean, the disgraced Nixon White

Motions Hearing
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Charles Callahan appears in
Sullivan County Court on Monday
morning for a motions hearing.
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Former White House counsel for the Nixon
administration John Dean is sworn in before a
House Judiciary Committee hearing on the Mueller
Report on Capitol Hill in Washington on Monday.

See FILES, Page A7


