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Bristol Tennessee City Council Election

David Chapman
» Age: 37
» Native of: Bristol, Virginia
» Current employment:
Physician substitute at
Grifols Plasma Donation
Center in Bristol, Virginia
» Previous employment:
EMT for Ambulance Service of Bristol
» Education: EMT certification from North-
east State Community College; enrolled at
East Tennessee State University, pursuing a
degree in applied health
» Military: Staff sergeant in the Air Force,
served six years active duty, four years in
reserves
» Government experience: None

Veteran wants to focus on economy
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Behind the recent growth in retail and
tourism in Bristol, David Chapman sees
a mostly stagnant economy and a lack of
economic mobility.

For Chapman, 37, an Air Force veteran
and former emergency medical technician,
the motivation behind running for one of
the two at-large seats on Bristol Tennessee
City Council in the May 21 election is to ad-
dress the economic problems in the area.
In 2018, he ran unsuccessfully for a Sullivan
County Commission seat.

“Bristol is a great place, this is where I

grew up, this is my home, this is where I
wanted to come back to and raise my kids,
but the opportunities here for my children
just aren’t there and a lot of families feel
that way,” he said.

Chapman was born and raised in Bris-
tol, Virginia, and now lives in Bristol, Ten-

nessee, with his two teenage sons and
husband, Jimmy Darnell. He said he loves
living here, and he feels the community
comes together when it matters most.

But while on the campaign trail, he said
city residents have told him they don’t have
access to many jobs that would allow them
to take care of their families or better their
economic situation. Even when he was
growing up, he said his grandparents were
pessimistic about the future of Bristol.

“My grandparents always called this a re-
tirement community, they didn’t raise me

Candidate Profiles
» This is the first in a series of profiles of
the six candidates running for Bristol Ten-
nessee City Council in the May 21 election.
» Coming Tuesday: Candidate Mahlon
Luttrell

See ELECTION, Page A3

THE BIG RED APPLE SHED

PHOTOS BY ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Strawberries, tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, peppers and more are for sale at the Big Red Apple Shed, a fresh vegetable and fruit stand in the
former Clay Pot location along Highway 126 in Bristol, Tennessee. Joseph Ledford (below) is the owner of the newly opened business.

‘Nothing we won’t carry’

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — For Joseph Ledford, owner of the
newly opened The Big Red Apple Shed, selling high
quality fruits and vegetables at the right price is a

tradition he learned from his father and grandfather.
“I’ve got a lot of experience here, I’m only 31, but my first

memories were me working in a fruit stand,” Ledford said.
The business, which opened April 18 in the former Clay

Pot location along Highway 126 in Bristol, offers fruits,
vegetables, honey, jams and jellies with no added sugar,
cured meats, flowers and more to shoppers in the Twin
City and beyond.

If You Go
» What: The Big Red Apple Shed

» Location: 594 Highway 126, Bristol, Tennessee
» Hours: Monday through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

» Phone: 423-963-8019

Business opens; offerings include
fruits, vegetables, honey, flowers

BY LEIF GREISS | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

See CARRY, Page A6

Trump
makes
tariff
threat

China Trade

Trump says he wants
to raise Chinese tariffs
to 25% this week
BY PAUL WISEMAN and JOSEPH PISANI

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump turned up the
pressure on China on Sunday,
threatening to hike tariffs on
$200 billion worth of Chinese
goods.

Trump’s comments, delivered
on Twitter, came as a Chinese
delegation was scheduled to
resume talks in Washington on
Wednesday aimed at resolving a
trade war that has shaken finan-
cial markets and cast gloom over
the world economy.

Trump turned up the heat by
saying he would raise import
taxes on $200 billion in Chinese
products to 25% from 10% on
Friday. He’s twice pushed back
deadlines — in January and
March — to raise the tariffs in a
bid to buy more time for a nego-
tiated settlement.

But on Sunday, Trump, who has
called himself a “tariff man,” said
he’s losing patience. “The Trade
Deal with China continues, but
too slowly, as they attempt to re-
negotiate. No!” Trump tweeted.

See TARIFF, Page A6
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