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At HeraldCourier.com: Poll: Should you be allowed to buy lottery tickets with your debit card?; Video: Co-owner of Bristol, Tennessee,
market talks about whether debit cards should be used for lottery ticket sales; and Database: A listing of Virginia Lottery ticket sales.

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee The Birthplace of Country Music ® 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service
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The DraftKings logo is displayed at the sports betting company headquarters in Boston. Online sports betting becomes legal in Tennessee on Monday,
but you won’t be able to place a wager from your smartphone just yet. The state is still creating specific licensing rules and sports wagering regulations.
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» Beginning
Monday,
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hold a cell
phone while
driving.
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This 2018 photo shows workers at the FanDuel
sports book at the Meadowlands Racetrack in East
Rutherford, New Jersey, preparing to take bets.

Online sports betting legal in Tenn.
on Monday, but hold off on wagers

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

O
nline sports betting be-
comes legal in Tennessee
on Monday, but you won’t

be able to place a wager from
your smartphone just yet.

The state is still creating spe-
cific licensing rules and sports
wagering regulations, so online
sportsbooks might not be up and

running until early next year.
This spring, the Volunteer

State joined a series of states
that legalized forms of sports
betting after a U.S. Supreme
Court decision last year gave
states the green light to move
ahead with legalizing and regu-
lating sports wagering.

See SPORTS, Page A6

Debit cards used for lotto sales in Va., but not in Tenn.

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Karen Tuck, co-owner of Carl’s Food and Beverage in Bristol, Tennessee, talks
about Tennessee’s lottery tickets — which can only be bought with cash.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Betsy Carico works as a
cashier at Andy’s Market on
Commonwealth Avenue in
Bristol, Virginia.

Generally, she estimates
that about 75% of lottery
ticket sales are in cash and
25% are made with debit
cards. People don’t always
carry cash, she says, so it’s
a convenient option for
some customers.

Drive 10 minutes to Carl’s
Food & Beverage off Virgin-
ia Avenue on the Tennessee
side of the border, and you
can still buy lottery tickets
— but you can’t pay with a
debit card.

The Virginia and Tennes-
see lotteries offer similar
games, but under Tennes-
see law, sellers can only ac-
cept cash for lottery tickets.
Stores can take cash and
debit cards in Virginia.

It’s a seemingly small dif-
ference and legislators in
Tennessee have proposed
changes over the years to
allow consumers to use
debit cards, but the bills
have had no success.

For Karen Tuck, who co-
owns Carl’s with her hus-
band, the idea of accepting
debit cards is a potential
threat to her business. She

See DEBIT, Page A6

Osborne
appears
likely for
mayor

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Councilman
Neal Osborne has voiced interest
in becoming mayor of Bristol,
Virginia, and may have the votes
when the City Council holds its
annual reorganizational meet-
ing Monday.

The City Council is scheduled
to convene at 9 a.m. to choose
a mayor and vice
mayor, name a
city manager and
attorney and de-
cide on commit-
tee assignments.
Osborne — who
was first elected in
2018 — emerged
as the apparent
favorite of some council mem-
bers during a telephone poll. If
chosen, he would succeed Kevin
Mumpower, who has served in
that role for the past two years.

Osborne

2 dead
in I-81
crash
Bristol, Va., man killed
in head-on collision

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Two people, including a Bris-
tol, Virginia, man, died Saturday
afternoon in a head-on crash on
Interstate 81 in Sullivan County,
Tennessee, authorities said.

William Henry Carpenter
Jr., 56, of Bristol, was travel-
ing northbound in a silver 2008
Honda Ridgeline pickup truck
when it veered left, crossed the
grassy median and began travel-
ing north in the soutbound lanes
of I-81 near the 62 mile marker,
according to a news release from
the Kingsport Police Depart-
ment.

See CRASH, Page A5
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