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Customers play electronic games at the grand opening of Rosie’s Gaming Emporium on Midlothian Turnpike in Richmond on July 1.
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Adalyn Diaz of Richmond tries out a game at the grand
opening of Rosie’s Gaming Emporium on July 1 in Richmond.

GAMING
MARKET
Slots-style gaming localities gaining ground in Virginia

Rosie’s Locations
» New Kent » Richmond » Vinton » Hampton Roads (later this year) » Danville (proposed) » Dumfries (proposed)

BYTHE
NUMBERS

3
Current Virginia sites

10
Planned sites

800
Total jobs

.
1,450

Slot-style games in use

3,000
Total slot-style games

.
$25 million
Estimated annual state tax

revenue

$85.8 million
Wagered in April, May *

$300 million
Investment

SOURCE: Colonial Downs Group;
* Virginia Racing Commission

BY DAVID MCGEE | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — While the proposed Bristol Resort and Casino remains on
hold pending action next year by the Virginia General Assembly, a series of
Rosie’s Gaming Emporiums are opening across the state, offering a casino-like

experience with blinking electronic games and off-track wagering on simulcast horse
races. The third Rosie’s — the largest yet — opened Monday in Richmond. A fourth
is slated to open in October in Hampton Roads, and the owner — Colonial Downs
Group, which operates the Colonial Downs horse track in New Kent east of Richmond
— is licensed to open up to 10 across Virginia. That is the same number of off-track
betting sites the track previously operated and plans call for all to be open by 2022.

Rosie’s offers electronic gaming
virtually identical to slots except
the chance factor is based on
historical horse racing results.
This same type of betting is cred-
ited with generating substantial
revenues for the equine racing
industry in Kentucky, and Rosie’s
will direct a dedicated funding
stream to the Colonial Downs
track, which, starting Aug. 8, is
slated to host live racing for the
first time since 2014.

The Virginia General Assem-
bly approved the gaming and
the sale of the track in 2018 in
Virginia House Bill 1609. It speci-
fies that gaming parlors can only
operate in communities where
pari-mutuel wagering was ap-
proved by public referenda.

But does Rosie’s have a leg up
on cornering the state’s gaming
market?

“I wouldn’t say it’s a head
start,” Gov. Ralph Northam said

when asked by the Bristol Herald
Courier during a recent visit to
Abingdon. “The General Assem-
bly approved Colonial Downs
reopening. Part of that package
was the slot machines in dif-
ferent localities across Virginia.
They are doing very well. We
just want to make sure — as we
move forward with casinos, with
gambling in the commonwealth
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Months of
aftershocks
could follow
big quake
BY JOHN ANTCZAK, DAISY NGUYEN

and MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ

The Associated Press

RIDGECREST, Calif. — Of-
ficials in Southern California
expressed relief Saturday that
damage and injuries weren’t
worse after the largest earth-
quake the region has seen in
nearly 20 years, while voicing
concerns about the possibil-
ity of major aftershocks in
the days and even months to
come.

No fatalities or major inju-
ries were reported after Friday
night’s 7.1-magnitude earth-
quake, which jolted an area
from Sacramento to Mexico
and prompted the evacuation
of the Navy’s largest single
landholding, Naval Air Weap-
ons Station China Lake in the
Mojave Desert.

Thequakestruckat8:19p.m.
PT Friday and was centered
11 miles from Ridgecrest, the
same area of the desert where
a 6.4-magnitude temblor hit
just a day earlier. It left behind
cracked and burning build-
ings, broken roads, obstruct-
ed railroad tracks and leaking
water and gas lines.

The light damage was
largely due to the remoteness
of the area where the earth-
quake occurred, but Gov.
Gavin Newsom cautioned
after touring Ridgecrest that
“it’s deceiving, earthquake
damage. You don’t notice it at
first.”

Newsom estimated more
than $100 million in econom-
ic damages and said Presi-
dent Donald Trump called
him to offer federal support


