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Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, shown during an appearance in
Abingdon on Wednesday, feels confident of gun control wins
when the General Assembly meets in a special session July 9.

SHADY SPOT
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J
ohn Childress sits in the shade of TVA’s machinery as he watches his fishing poles Thursday morning at

South Holston Lake. Shade may be in high demand for many people over the next few days as highs will

generally be in the mid- to upper 80s with more summerlike conditions. Full weather forecast on page A12.

Northam, leaders have different
takes on session on gun control

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Virginia
Gov. Ralph Northam predicts
wins for his proposed gun leg-
islation when the General As-
sembly returns next month, but
Southwest Virginia lawmakers
think otherwise.

Northam called the July 9 spe-
cial session days after a Virginia
Beach city employee shot and
killed 12 co-workers on May 31
in a city building designated a
“gun free” zone.

The governor proposed a se-
ries of new laws including: uni-
versal background checks on

all gun sales, not just those by
licensed dealers; a ban on “as-
sault weapons;” limiting the
capacity of gun magazines; a
ban on suppressors and bump
stocks for assault weapons;
establishing an extreme risk

See NORTHAM, Page A7

House sends Trump $4.6B border bill, yielding to Senate
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during her weekly
media availability on Capitol Hill on Thursday in Washington.

BY ANDREW TAYLOR and ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Democratic-
controlled House voted Thursday to
send President Donald Trump a bi-
partisan, Senate-drafted, $4.6 billion
measure to care for migrant refugees
detained at the southern border, cap-
ping a Washington skirmish in which
die-hard liberals came out on the
losing end in a battle with the White
House, the GOP-held Senate and
Democratic moderates.

The emergency legislation, required
to ease overcrowded, often harsh
conditions at U.S. holding facilities
for migrants seeking asylum, mostly
from Central American nations like
Honduras and El Salvador, passed by

a bipartisan 305-102 vote. Trump has
indicated he’ll sign it into law.

“A great job done by all!” Trump
tweeted from his overseas trip.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., reluctantly brought the Senate
bill to a vote by after her plan to fur-
ther strengthen rules for treatment of
migrant refugees ran into intractable
opposition from Republican lawmak-
ers and Vice President Mike Pence.
Many moderate Democrats split with
Pelosi as well, undercutting her earlier
efforts, which faded shortly after Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky., said he would swiftly reject
them.

See BORDER, Page A7
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Court
ruling
victory
forGOP

BY MARK SHERMAN
and JESSICA GRESKO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court ruled
Thursday that partisan
gerrymandering of con-
gressional and legisla-
tive districts is none of its

b u s i n e s s ,
a decision
that leaves
state of-
ficials free
from fed-
eral court
challenges
to their
plans to

shape districts to blatant-
ly help their parties.

The court’s conservative
majority, including the
two justices appointed by
President Donald Trump,
prevailed in a 5-4 ruling
that dealt a huge blow to
efforts to combat the re-
drawing of district lines to
benefit a particular party.

The decision, on the last
day before the justices’
long summer break, has
no effect on racial ger-
rymandering challenges.
Courts have barred redis-
tricting aimed at reduc-
ing the political represen-
tation of racial minorities
for a half-century.

But the outcome brings
an immediate halt to
lawsuits that sought to
rein in the most parti-
san districting plans that
can result when one party
controls a state’s legislature
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