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Sullivan at budget standstill
BY LURAH SPELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — After
five-and-a-half hours of debate
over the proposed 2019-20 fiscal
year budget Tuesday, the Sulli-
van County Commission voted

it down and couldn’t come to an
agreement on a proposed 7-cent
property tax hike.

A 7-cent tax increase was
brought to the table for the
called meeting — 2 cents each to
fund 2% cost of living raises for

eligible county employees, 14
school resource officer positions
and 20 new county jail medical
and officer positions. One cent
was also proposed to fund an es-
timated $3.5 million Emergency
Medical Services Department

plan to increase the efficiency
and broaden the scope of ambu-
lance services.

The commission narrowly vot-
ed that increase down, as well
as attempts by Commissioner
Mark Vance to keep the rate at

$2.55 per $100 of assessed value
or to increase it by 2 or 3 cents
rather than 7 cents.

Seemingly contradictory to
that, the commission favored
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Work has begun this week on the new Blackbird Bakery location at 920 Commonwealth Ave., the site of the former Doughnut World.

Expanding dough

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Work is underway
on the much-anticipated second
Blackbird Bakery location in Bris-

tol, Virginia.
The new bakery will revive the site at

920 Commonwealth Ave., which was the
former home of Doughnut World.

Owner Carla Perkins said work started
on the site Monday after the necessary
permits were obtained.

The second location will be smaller than
the current bakery in downtown Bristol,
but it will offer a drive-thru service, which
Perkins said she hopes “will facilitate a
more easy way to access Blackbird.”

Currently, potential customers who
might not go downtown regularly or who
struggle to find parking are being missed,
so she wants to offer them a more con-
venient service, she said. The location’s
proximity to Interstate 81 may also attract
new customers, she added.

Perkins said the new space will also fea-
ture an outdoor patio area but no indoor
seating. Customers will be able to go inside
to browse the bakery’s sweet treats and
goodies and take them to go or sit outside.

The menu will include doughnuts,

espresso drinks and pastries, although
it will be a more limited selection than
what’s currently offered at Blackbird Bak-
ery due to the space constraints, Perkins
said.

“We’re keeping the same vintage feel,”
she added. “We want people to feel like
they’ve been to Blackbird — it’s just a
mini version of it.”

Perkins said she’s anticipating a fall
opening but cautioned that she isn’t sure
whether the new space will be ready by
early, mid- or late fall.

Specific hours of operations haven’t
been set.

tdodson@bristolnews.com
276-645-2567

Twitter: @Tim_Dodson

Bristol bakery breaks
ground for new site on
Commonwealth Avenue
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Bristol Virginia City Council revises trash collection policies
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — City residents
unhappy over higher trash col-
lection fees should at least ex-
pect more services following
Tuesday’s City Council action.

The council approved some
changes to its trash collection
policies on first reading, includ-

ing clarifying what its city trash
trucks can and will pick up. Final
reading is expected at the July 9
meeting. The council previously
increased the monthly residen-
tial trash collection fee from $22
to $33.

“I get more calls about trash,
leaves and brush than anything
else in the city,” City Manager

Randy Eads said. “That tells you
one of two things. One, we’ve got
a lot more trash, leaves and brush
than we think we do, or we don’t
have the staff and equipment to
handle it in a timely manner. Or
two, our staff isn’t working the
way they should, and I believe
our staff is working as hard as
they can.”

The biggest changes involved
expanding what city crews can
pick up, beyond what is inside
the trash receptacles. The revi-
sions include picking up house-
hold and construction-type
waste items, except for debris
generated by licensed contrac-
tors. The city would collect grass,
leaves and other yard debris

that is properly placed near the
streets, with some limitations as
to size and weight.

Eads said the previous regu-
lations were cumbersome and
confusing.

Bulk waste collection, such as
furniture or appliances, would
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BY ANDREW TAYLOR and ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It took last-
minute changes and a full-court
press by top Democratic leaders,
but the House passed with rela-
tive ease Tuesday a $4.5 billion
emergency border aid package
to care for thousands of migrant
families and unaccompanied
children detained after crossing
the U.S.-Mexico border.

The bill passed along party
lines after House
Speaker Nancy
Pelosi quelled
a mini-revolt
by progressives
and Hispanic
lawmakers who
sought signifi-
cant changes to
the legislation. New provisions
added to the bill Tuesday were
more modest than what those
lawmakers had sought, but the
urgent need for the funding — to
prevent the humanitarian emer-
gency on the border from turn-
ing into a debacle — appeared to
outweigh any lingering concerns.

The 230-195 vote sets up a
showdown with the Republican-
led Senate, which may try in-
stead to force Democrats to send
Trump a different, and broadly
bipartisan, companion measure
in coming days as the chambers
race to wrap up the must-do leg-
islation by the end of the week.

“The Senate has a good bill.
Our bill is much better,” Pelosi,
D-Calif., told her Democratic
colleagues in a meeting Tuesday
morning, according to a senior
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