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Trump
calls
US rep
‘racist’

BY ZEKE MILLER and HOPE YEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Facing
growing accusations of rac-
ism over his incendiary tweets,
President Donald Trump on
Sunday tried to deflect the crit-
icism by labeling a prominent
minority congressman as him-
self racist and accusing Demo-
crats of trying to “play the race
card.”

Trump assailed Rep. Elijah
Cummings, D-Md., as a racist
after the president’s criticisms
of the congressman’s majority-
black district in the Baltimore
area as a “rodent-infested
mess” where “no human being
would want to live” drew wide-
spread condemnation from
Democrats as race-baiting.

Trump insisted there was
nothing racist about his criti-
cism and tweeted back, “If racist
Elijah Cummings would focus
more of his energy on helping
the good people of his district,
and Baltimore itself, perhaps
progress could be made in fix-
ing the mess that he has helped
to create over many years of in-
competent leadership.”

“His radical ‘oversight’ is a
joke!” Trump added. He offered
no detail to back up his accu-
sation of racism against Cum-
mings.
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EADOWVIEW, Va. —
Efforts are underway in
Meadowview to ensure

the Yesterday building has a
future.

A fundraising campaign will
raise money to restore the his-
toric structure as efforts to revi-
talize the town square continue.

Meadowview First, a group of
citizens committed to working
toward the long-term, sustain-
able economic development of
the Washington County com-
munity, will host Meadowview
Days, a community gathering
Saturday in the town square.

The event, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., will feature arts and crafts
vendors, live music, a barbecue
lunch and raffle prizes. New
Meadowview T-shirts will be
available for purchase.

Proceeds will be used to re-
store and repair the 100-year-
old local landmark affection-
ately called the Yesterday
building, which is next door to
the Meadowview Health Clinic
and Community Center. Those
attending can tour the building
during the event.

See HISTORY, Page A6
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From left, Jerry Hill, Susan Yates, David Jackson and Ken Parker,
all board members of Meadowview First Inc., stand in front of the
Yesterday Building in the Meadowview town square.
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Restoring the Yesterday Building in Meadowview, Virginia, a tiny structure that was once the town’s post
office, will be the focus of Meadowview Days, a festival for arts, crafts and music set for Saturday.

HISTORY AND CHARM
New festival in Meadowview to raise money

for renovating historic downtown building

Intel
chief
steps
down

BY ZEKE MILLER, ERIC TUCKER

and DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Director
of National Intelligence Dan
Coats is leaving his job next
month, ending a two-year ten-
ure marked by President Don-
ald Trump’s clashes with intel-
ligence officials.

Trump an-
nounced Coats’
departure on
Aug. 15 in a
tweet Sunday
that thanked
Coats for his ser-
vice. He said he
will nominate
Rep. John Rat-
cliffe, R-Texas, to
the post and that
he will name an
acting official in
the coming days.
Ratcliffe is a fre-
quent Trump
defender who fiercely ques-
tioned former special counsel
Robert Mueller last week dur-
ing a House Judiciary Commit-
tee hearing.

Coats often appeared out of
step with Trump and disclosed
to prosecutors how he was
urged by the president to pub-
licly deny any link between Rus-
sia and the Trump campaign.
The frayed relationship reflect-
ed broader divisions between
the president and the govern-
ment’s intelligence agencies.

Coats’ public, and sometimes
personal, disagreements with
Trump over policy and intel-
ligence included Russian elec-
tion interference and North
Korean nuclear capabilities.
Trump had long been skepti-
cal of the nation’s intelligence
community, which provoked
his ire by concluding that Rus-
sia interfered in the 2016 presi-
dential election with the goal of
getting him elected.

A former Republican sena-
tor from Indiana, Coats was
appointed director of National
Intelligence in March 2017

MEADOWVIEW DAYS

To Help
A GoFundMe page has been
established at www.gofundme.
com/meadowview-first-
yesterday-building to raise
funds to restore the Yesterday
building in Meadowview.

More Information
To learn more or to reserve
vendor spaces at Meadowview
Days, contact Gail Bricker
at 276-695-9268, visit www.
meadowviewva.org or check out
“Meadowview Days” on Facebook.
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