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LOS ANGELES — California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
a new $50-million contract with 
the nonprofit generic drugmaker 
Civica to produce insulin under 
the state’s own label during a news 
conference Saturday in Downey.

Newsom originally declared his 
intent to produce generic drugs 
three years ago in an attempt to 
lower the cost of pharmaceutical 
products for Californians who 
struggle to afford often life-saving 
medication. The deal with Civica 
would provide the first pharma-
ceutical product made under the 
CalRX brand of generic drugs.

Under the deal, a 10-milliliter 
vial — normally costing $300 — 
would be made available for the 

same $30 price it cost the state 
to manufacture and distribute 
the drug, according to the gover-
nor’s office. Newsom’s office said 
that as a result of such sharply 
reduced prices, patients who pay 
out of pocket for insulin would 
save between $2,000 and $4,000 
annually.

“This is a big deal, folks,” New-
som said. “This is not happen-
ing anywhere else in the United 
States.”

The governor and other officials 
touted that doing so would lower 
costs across the board, not just for 
the consumer ultimately picking 
up the drug. That makes it differ-
ent, Newsom said, than the recent 
announcements by pharmaceu-
tical companies about reducing 
their insulin prices.

“Do not be misled. These com-
panies that all of a sudden are 
jumping over each other to rush 
in this direction — they’re just 
providing discount cards,” he said. 
“Those costs are being borne by 

the plans. Those costs are being 
socialized and shifted to every-
body else.”

“What this does,” he said, “is a 
game changer. This fundamen-
tally lowers the cost. Period. Full 
stop.”

Californians could get the 
CalRx generic insulin at a local 
pharmacy or through mail-order 
pharmacies without a new pre-
scription, state officials said, and 
it would be available to everyone 
regardless of their insurance plan. 
The next step is for Civica to iden-
tify a California-based manufac-
turing facility, according to the 
governor’s office.

California Health and Human 
Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly 
said that under the deal, Civica 
would commit to delivering as 
much insulin as California needs 
under the CalRx label. Civica said 
it would be manufacturing the 
three insulins most commonly 
used by U.S. citizens.

The governor said the state will 

turn next to manufacturing its 
own naloxone — a medication that 
can save lives by reversing opioid 
overdoses. The state is exploring 
opportunities to produce the drug 
as part of its plan to combat the 
deadly effects of fentanyl, an es-
pecially potent synthetic opioid, 
Newsom said.

He said state officials are look-
ing into producing injectable and 
nasally administered naloxone, 
and he wants it to be available over 
the counter.

The governor promoted the 
contract with Civica on the third 
day of his State of the State policy 
tour around California.

Newsom, who dislikes read-
ing off teleprompters because of 
his dyslexia, ditched the typical 
speech outlining his agenda to 
lawmakers at the state Capitol 
in exchange for a road show with 
policy announcements in Sac-
ramento, the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Los Angeles and San Diego 
through Sunday.
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A Navy school cadet stands under a giant Russian flag Saturday during an event in St. Petersburg, Russia, to mark the ninth anniversary of the Crimea 
annexation from Ukraine.
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KYIV, Ukraine — Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin traveled to 
Crimea to mark the ninth anni-
versary of the Black Sea penin-
sula’s annexation from Ukraine 
on Saturday, the day after the In-
ternational Criminal Court issued 
an arrest warrant for the Russian 
leader accusing him of war crimes.

Putin visited an art school and 
a children’s center that are part 
of a project to develop a histori-
cal park on the site of an ancient 
Greek colony, Russian state news 
agencies said.

The ICC accused him Friday of 
bearing personal responsibility for 
the abductions of children from 
Ukraine during Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of the neighboring coun-
try that started nearly 13 months 
ago.

Russia annexed Crimea from 

Ukraine in 2014, a move that most 
of the world denounced as illegal. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has demanded that 
Russia withdraw from the penin-
sula as well as the other areas it has 
occupied since last year.

Putin has shown no intention of 
relinquishing the Kremlin’s gains. 
Instead, he stressed Friday the im-
portance of holding Crimea.

“Obviously, security issues take 
top priority for Crimea and Sev-
astopol now,” he said, referring to 
Crimea’s largest city. “We will do 
everything needed to fend off any 
threats.”

Putin took a plane to travel the 
1,132 miles from Moscow to Sev-
astopol, where he took the wheel 
of the car that transported him 
around the city, according to 
Moscow-installed Gov. Mikhail 
Razvozhaev.

Also Saturday, Putin signed a 
law that imposes stiff fines for 
discrediting or spreading mis-
leading information about volun-
teers or mercenaries, such as the 
Wagner Group, who are fighting 

in Ukraine. The law calls for a fin-
ing individuals 50,000 rubles — 
equivalent to $660 in American 
currency — for a first offense and 
up to 15 years in prison for repeated 
offenses.

The measure mirrors one passed 
in the early days of the war that ap-
plied to speaking negatively about 
soldiers or the Russian military in 
general.

British military officials said 
Saturday that Russia was likely to 
expand mandatory conscription 
to replenish its troops fighting in 
Ukraine.

In Ukraine, authorities reported 
widespread Russian attacks.

The Ukrainian military reported 
that between Friday morning and 
Saturday morning, Russian forces 
launched 34 airstrikes, one missile 
strike and 57 rounds of anti-air-
craft fire. It said falling debris hit 
southern Ukraine’s Kherson prov-
ince, damaging seven houses and 
a kindergarten.

Writing on Telegram, the 
Ukrainian air force command 
said 11 out of 16 drones were shot 

down during attacks that targeted 
the capital, Kyiv, and the western 
Lviv province, among other areas.

The head of the Kyiv city ad-
ministration, Serhii Popko, said 
Ukrainian air defenses shot down 
all drones heading for the capital. 
Lviv Gov. Maksym Kozytskyi said 
Saturday that three of six drones 
were shot down, with the other 
three hitting a district that bor-
ders Poland.

According to the Ukrainian air 
force, the attacks were carried out 
from the eastern coast of the Sea of 
Azov and Russia’s Bryansk prov-
ince, which also borders Ukraine.

Russia is still concentrating the 
bulk of its offensive operations in 
Ukraine’s industrial east, focusing 
on Bakhmut and other parts of 
Donetsk province. Regional Gov. 
Pavlo Kyrylenko said one person 
was killed and three wounded 
when 11 towns and villages in the 
province were shelled Friday.

Further west, Russian rockets 
hit a residential area overnight in 
the city of Zaporizhzhia; no casu-
alties were reported there.

Putin visits annexed Crimea
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KYIV, Ukraine — An unprece-
dented wartime deal that allows 
grain to flow from Ukraine to 
countries in Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia where hunger is 
a growing threat and high food 
prices are pushing more people 
into poverty was extended just 
before its expiration date, officials 
said Saturday.

The United Nations and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
announced the extension, but 
neither confirmed how long it 
would last. The U.N., Turkey and 
Ukraine had pushed for 120 days, 
while Russia said it was willing to 
agree to 60 days.

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Oleksandr Kubrakov tweeted 
Saturday that the deal would 
remain in effect for the longer, 
four-month period. But Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova told Russian 
news agency Tass that Moscow 
“agreed to extend the deal for 60 
days.”

“Any claim that it’s prolonged 
for more than 60 days is either 
wishful thinking or deliberate 
manipulation,” Russia’s deputy 
ambassador to the U.N., Dmitry 
Polyansky, said.

Ukraine and Russia are major 
global suppliers of wheat, barley, 
sunflower oil and other affordable 
food products that developing na-
tions depend on. Two ships car-
rying more than 96,000 metric 
tons of corn left Ukrainian ports 
on Saturday bound for China and 
Tunisia, according to U.N. data.

This is the second renewal of 
the agreement that Ukraine and 
Russia signed with the United 

Nations and Turkey last July to 
allow food shipments from three 
Black Sea ports following a halt to 
shipping after Russia invaded its 
neighbor on Feb. 24, 2022.

Russia has complained that 
a separate agreement with the 
United Nations to overcome ob-
stacles to shipments of its fer-
tilizers that was part of the July 
package has not produced results.

The International Rescue Com-
mittee expressed disappointment 
Saturday that the deal is only for 
60 days, stressing that countries 
in East Africa in particular will be 
entering the lean grain season at 
the time of its expiration in May.

Russia, Ukraine extend deal on grain shipments
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Tyre Nichols’ death 

supervisor retired 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Mem-

phis police supervisor on scene 
when Tyre Nichols was fatally 
beaten by officers retired with his 
benefits the day before a hearing 
to fire him, according to docu-
ments filed to revoke his law en-
forcement certification.

Lt. DeWayne Smith was iden-
tified Friday in records obtained 
by media outlets as the officer that 
officials said earlier this month re-
tired before his termination hear-
ing. Seven other Memphis officers 
were fired after Nichols died fol-
lowing a traffic stop on Jan. 7 and 
five of them are charged with sec-
ond-degree murder. Smith was 
not charged.

Memphis City Council mem-
bers were upset the officer was 
allowed to retire. Council Vice 
Chairman JB Smiley Jr. said it 
didn’t seem fair that the then-un-
identified officer could get a pen-
sion and other benefits. “I just 
don’t like the fact that his parents 
are paying this officer to go on and 
live and that’s troubling,” Smiley 
said.

Pope promotes 

migrant corridors 
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis 

met Saturday with thousands of 
refugees and charity groups host-
ing them in Italy as he sought to 
promote legal migration routes 
to Europe as an alternative to 
smuggling operations that he said 
turn the Mediterranean Sea into 
a “cemetery.” Francis said “hu-
manitarian corridors,” which have 
operated in Italy since 2016, saved 
lives and helped asylum-seek-
ers get acclimated while church 
groups provided housing, edu-
cation and work opportunities. 
“Humanitarian corridors not 
only aim to bring refugees to It-
aly and other European countries, 
rescuing them from situations of 
uncertainty, danger and endless 
waiting; they also work toward 
integration,” he said.

Under the program, aid work-
ers identify asylum candidates in 
refugee camps and process initial 
paperwork to bring them into Italy 
on humanitarian grounds. Once 
they arrive, they are then provided 
with assistance to settle and apply 
for asylum.
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EARTHQUAKE: An earthquake 
with a magnitude of about 6.8 
shook southern Ecuador and 
northern Peru on Saturday, killing 
at least 13 people, trapping others 
under rubble and sending rescue 
teams out into streets littered with 
debris and fallen power lines.

PAKISTAN: Pakistani police 
stormed former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s home in Lahore on 
Saturday and arrested 61 people 
amid tear gas and clashes between 
Khan’s supporters and police, 
officials said. Khan traveled to 
Islamabad to face charges he sold 
state gifts while in office and hid 
his assets but the hearing was 
postponed until March 30.

ABORTION: Wyoming’s Republi-
can Gov. Mark Gordon on Friday 
night signed into law the nation’s 
first explicit ban on abortion pills 
since Roe v. Wade was overturned 
last year. A separate measure re-
stricting abortion became law 
without his signature. The pills 
are banned in 13 states that have 
blanket bans on all forms of abor-
tion, and 15 states limited access 
to abortion pills.

STRENGTHENING TIES: German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Jap-
anese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida held consultations Sat-
urday in Tokyo and agreed to 
strengthen economic and defense 
ties to better cope with China’s 
growing influence and global se-
curity concerns.

KOSOVO: Serbia and Kosovo lead-
ers tentatively agreed Saturday 
on how to implement a European 
Union-sponsored plan to nor-
malize relations after decades of 
tensions between the two Balkan 
foes, EU foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said.

SHOOTING: A shooting at a Co-
lumbus night club, called Tha 
Plug, shortly after 5 a.m. Satur-
day left two people dead and four 
wounded, Ohio authorities said. 
No arrests were reported.

— Associated Press
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