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PRETRIAL RELEASE PROGRAM

LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

17,700,000+
4,600,000+
90,801
108,184

682,000+
154,000+
2,215
1,067

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP
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As a condition of her pretrial release program, Ashley Lee (left) had to wear an ankle monitor. On Thursday, she had it removed by Cpl. M. Miller
after successfully completing certain conditions. Another person in the program waits to have her malfunctioning monitor replaced by officers.

CATCH
and

RELEASE
The creation of Sullivan County’s

new pretrial release program, and

the story of its first participant

Officials: No virus clusters linked to NASCAR race

EDITOR’S

NOTE

» This is the
first story in
a two-part
series about
Sullivan
County’s
new pretrial
release
program.
Coming
Monday: On
patrol with
a pretrial
release
officer, a
look at the
program’s
success
rate and
Rutledge’s
continued
story.

BY SARAH WADE | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Jesse
Rutledge was sitting in a cell
in the Sullivan County jail

in early December 2019, watch-
ing TV to forget his surroundings,
when the possibility of release
caught him by surprise.  Rut-
ledge, who grew up in Johnson
City and now lives in Damascus,
had been booked into the jail Nov.
12 on a handful of charges. He vio-
lated the probation he was serving
for multiple counts of driving with
a suspended license — a license
he’d lost for falling behind on child
support payments. He also faced
charges of identity theft and fail-
ure to appear in court. Rutledge
was jailed without bond.

ONLINE

» In case
you missed
it: Find our
series from
2019 on jail
overcrowding
in Bristol,Va.,
and Sullivan
County
at Herald-
Courier.com.
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Local health officials say they haven’t identified any COVID-19 clusters
with the July 15 NASCAR All-Star Race at Bristol Motor Speedway.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — More than
two weeks after Bristol Mo-
tor Speedway welcomed over
20,000 people to the country’s
largest in-person sports gath-
ering in months, local public
health officials say they have
not yet identified any COVID-19
case clusters directly associated
with the NASCAR All-Star Race.

The race was originally sched-
uled to take place in Charlotte,
but was moved to Bristol, Ten-
nessee as North Carolina’s case
numbers climbed.

See RACE, Page A9

Isaias
weakens,
forecast to
strengthen
on path
to Florida

BY DÁNICA COTO and TAMARA LUSH
The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Isa-
ias snapped trees and knocked
out power as it blew through
the Bahamas on Saturday and
churned toward the Florida
coast, threatening to compli-
cate efforts to contain the coro-
navirus in places were cases are
surging.

Isaias weakened from a hur-
ricane to a tropical storm Satur-
day afternoon, but was expect-
ed to regain hurricane strength
overnight as it barrels toward
Florida.

“We’ll start seeing impacts
tonight,” Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis warned at a news con-
ference. “Don’t be fooled by the
downgrade.”

Isaias is piling another burden
on communities already hard-
hit by previous storms and the
pandemic.

Florida authorities closed
beaches, parks and virus testing
sites, lashing signs to palm trees
so they wouldn’t blow away.
The governor warned residents
to expect power outages and
asked to have a week’s supply
of water and food on hand. Of-
ficials wrestled with how to pre-
pare shelters for people to seek
refuge, if need be, while safely
social distancing because of the
virus.

Authorities in North Caro-
lina ordered the evacuation of
Ocracoke Island, which was
slammed last year by Hurricane
Dorian. Meanwhile, officials in
the Bahamas opened shelters
for people in Abaco island to
help those who have been living
in temporary structures since
Dorian devastated the area, kill-
ing at least 70 people.

Isaias’ maximum sustained
winds dipped steadily Saturday
and were near 70 mph around
8 p.m., hours after the U.S.

‘Wonderful life’
At 99, she bought a car. This week,
Bristol resident turns 100 » D1
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