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Housing Authority to host public input sessions
If You Go

BRHA public
input sessions

Tonight, 6 p.m.
» BRHA main
office
» 809 Edmond St.

Thursday, 2 p.m.
» Stant Hall
lounge
» 325 Edmond St.

Thursday, 6 p.m.
» Johnson Court
gathering place
» 1 Euclid Ave.

Official: ‘No’ to zoning request

ARTIST’S RENDERING

An artist’s rendering of the proposed courthouse at the
former Kmart building at 300 Towne Centre in Abingdon.

FOLLOW THE LEADER

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
fawn follows its mother through a residential neighborhood

on Vance Drive in Bristol, Tennessee, on Tuesday morning.

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Public input is being
sought for the master plan now being
developed by the Bristol Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority.

The authority, which manages public
and affordable housing in Bristol, Vir-
ginia, is working on a long-term plan
to improve its housing stock and make
the operation more financially sustain-
able, Executive Director Lisa Porter said
Tuesday. To that end, residents, public
partners like city officials and others
interested in the process are invited to
participate in one of three public input
sessions.

“We’re working on a master plan,
a strategic plan that would give us a
roadmap into the future,” Porter said.
“What will Bristol Housing Author-
ity look like in 15 or 20 years down the
road? How will we get there?”

The authority is currently working
with a consultant who is finalizing a
market study. The public sessions are
designed to gather feedback from those
most affected. The plan is to finalize the
master plan by the end of this year.

“At the end of the process, I want to
have a document that guides us so we
know what development we need to
rehab first or demolish next so we can
meet the needs of Bristol,” she said.
“We need to meet the needs of an ag-
ing population; we have a high poverty
rate. The thing that concerns me the
most, as we make decisions about af-
fordable housing, is we need to make

sure we end up with a product that is
affordable and sustainable.”

The authority was founded in 1938
and — as the second oldest housing
authority in Virginia — has some older
buildings. Rice Terrace and Johnson
Court were both built in the 1940s and
most other properties in the 1960s and
1970s. Its most recent projects were
Sapling Grove Apartments in 2007 and
The Village at Oakview, completed ear-
lier this year.

The authority currently manages 410
subsidized units and has 303 housing
choice voucher slots where people can
rent in the private market. They have
a 98% occupancy rate and “healthy”
waiting lists, Porter said.

“The market study will tell us if we
need more. It would not surprise me

BRHA working on plan
to improve housing stock
that’s more affordable

See HOUSING, Page A7

Oxycontin
maker offers
$10-12B
to settle
opioid suits

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — State attor-
neys general and lawyers represent-
ing local governments said Tuesday
they are in active settlement talks

with Purdue
Pharma, the
maker of the
p re s c r i p t i o n
painkiller Oxy-
Contin that is
facing billions
of dollars in po-

tential liability for its role in the na-
tion’s opioid crisis.

Purdue has been cast by attorneys
and addiction experts as a main
villain in the crisis for producing a
blockbuster drug while understating
its addiction risk. A report by NBC
News said the privately held compa-
ny has offered to settle for $10 billion
to $12 billion.

In a statement, the Stamford,
Connecticut-based company said
it’s prepared to defend itself but sees
little good in years of “wasteful litiga-
tion and appeals.”

“Purdue believes a constructive
global resolution is the best path for-
ward, and the company is actively
working with the state attorneys

See OPIOID, Page A7

Bristol Virginia City
Council applauds

good financial report
for fiscal 2018-19

BriBucs’ season
comes down to final
game tonight after
5-4 loss to Danville

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Abingdon
Zoning Administrator Jason Bo-
swell said “no” Tuesday to Wash-
ington County Administrator Jason
Berry’s request to consider wheth-
er the current business zoning of
Abingdon’s vacant Kmart would al-
low it to be used as a courthouse.

“I have considered your request
and have determined that Court-
house is not a permitted use in the
B-2 General Business District,” Bo-

swell wrote to Berry in a Tuesday
letter.

Boswell’s letter states that use of
a courthouse is permitted only in
Abingdon’s “Old and Historic Dis-
trict.”

The current county courthouse
on Main Street in downtown Abing-
don is 150 years old, is about half
the size needed, lacks adequate
parking and has security issues.

County officials have been trying to
decide whether to renovate it, con-
struct a new building or repurpose
the former Kmart building in the
Exit 17 area of Abingdon for use as
a courthouse.

The Washington County Board of
Supervisors decided Aug. 5 to let
voters decide in a Nov. 5 referendum
whether to move the courthouse to
the Kmart building, 300 Towne Cen-
tre, at a cost of $30 million.

Boswell says current zoning would not allow courthouse

See COURTHOUSE, Page A7

Washington County
Board of Supervisors


