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Tax revenue has city in green

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

The tax revenue the city receives from The Pinnacle and
Border Region District businesses exceed what the city pays
for the debt it accrued to help make The Pinnacle happen.

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — The Pinnacle has
proven to be a boon for Bristol, Ten-
nessee’s coffers with tax revenues net-
ting the city nearly $9 million over the
past five years.

An impact summary on the devel-
opment acquired from the city by the
Bristol Herald Courier through a Free-
dom of Information Act request shows

property tax,
shares of state
sales tax and lo-
cal option sales
tax revenues
generated by
businesses in
The Pinnacle

and Border Region Retail Tourism De-
velopment District from fiscal years
2014-2019 totaled $8.7 million, ex-
ceeding the $5.7 million the city made
in payments for debt it accrued to
help make The Pinnacle happen.

However, the true revenue amount
generated for the city by the retail
complex off Interstate 81’s Exit 74 is

higher because the city did not pro-
vide data on revenue from the busi-
ness tax, liquor-by-the drink tax and
hotel-motel tax. Tara Musick, the
city’s director of finance, said the city
could not provide that information
because the revenue from those taxes
isn’t tracked separately from what’s
collected in the rest of the city.

Also, the city has not yet received its
portion of the state sales tax allocated
through Chapter 420, Tennessee leg-
islation that allowed Border Region
Retail Tourism Districts, for fiscal year
2019.

Bristol, Tenn., brings in
nearly $9M over 5 years
from The Pinnacle

See PINNACLE, Page A6

Thank you,
Albert Grizzle,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol, Virginia, residents are upset about a proposed RV park for this 19-acre hillside site off Long Crescent Road. The site faces Interstate 81 near
Exit 5 but adjoins a large residential area on the other side. City planning staff recommended Friday the approval of a zoning change to build the park.

?
ONLINE
Do you think
Bristol,
Virginia, offi-
cials should
approve the
RV park off
Long Cres-
cent Road?
Take the poll
at Herald-
Courier.com.

‘Easy access and proximity to I-81’

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Despite over-
whelming public opposition,
the Bristol Virginia planning

staff Friday recommended approval
of a zoning change that would allow a

controversial RV park to be built near
an established residential neighbor-
hood.

The staff recommendation appeared
at the end of a 15-page report attached
to the Planning Commission’s agenda
for its Monday meeting. The request
to rezone about 19 hillside acres from

R-1A residential to B-3 general busi-
ness comes from Long Crescent LLC,
which is comprised of the family of
Councilman Kevin Wingard. Wingard
has said he isn’t part of the project,
and he abstained from voting when
the Planning Commission developed
regulations for RV parks earlier this
summer.

Monday’s meeting comes on the
heels of an emotionally charged public

City staff recommends
approval of RV park off
Long Crescent Road

TO READ THE CITY REPORT
» www.bristolva.org/AgendaCenter/
ViewFile/Agenda/_09162019-753

See RV PARK, Page A6

NYfinds
$1 billion
in hidden
transfers
by owners
of Purdue

BY ADAM GELLER
AP National Writer

NEW YORK — The family
that owns OxyContin mak-
er Purdue Pharma used
Swiss and
other hid-
den accounts
to transfer
$1 billion to
themselves,
New York’s
attorney gen-
eral contends
in court pa-
pers filed Fri-
day.

New York
— asking a
judge to en-
force sub-
poenas of
companies, banks and
advisers to Purdue and its
owners, the Sackler fam-
ily — said it has uncovered
the previously unknown
wire transfers among fam-
ily members, entities they
control and several finan-
cial institutions.

INSIDE
» States
split by
party on
accepting
Purdue
Pharma
deal. A6

O’Rourke scrambles Dems’ gunmessage
BY MATTHEW DALY and NICHOLAS RICCARDI

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Beto
O’Rourke’s “hell yes” moment at
the Democrats’ presidential de-
bate is scrambling his party’s mes-
sage on guns.

The Democrats have long con-
tended their support of gun con-
trol laws does not mean they
want to take away law-abiding

citizens’ firearms.
But on Friday, they
struggled to square
that message with
their presidential
contender’s full-
throated call on
national TV for
confiscating as-

sault rifles.

“Hell, yes, we’re going to take

your AR-15, your AK-47, and we’re
not going to allow it to be used
against your fellow Americans
anymore,” the former Texas con-
gressman declared during Thurs-
day night’s debate.

O’Rourke

See GUN, Page A6
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Tenn. High
wins 8th

in a row in
V-T Game,

46-23

Ridgeview,
Adkins run
past Wise
Central,
41-20


