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Va.mental
health chief
injured in
3-car crash
Bristol, Va., man former
VP of MSHA; 18-year-old
woman dies in wreck

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

An 18-year-old woman was
killed Wednesday in a crash that
also critically injured a Bristol
man who currently serves as the
commissioner of the Virginia De-
partment of Be-
havioral Health
and Developmen-
tal Services.

Virginia State
Police Trooper J.
Martin is investi-
gating the three-
vehicle crash that
occurred just be-
fore 1 p.m. on state Route 254 in
Augusta County, according toVSP
spokeswoman Corinne Geller.

A 2018 Hyundai Tucson, driven
by Samuel Hughes Melton, 52,
of Bristol, Virginia, was travel-
ing east on state Route 254 when
it struck the rear bumper of an
eastbound 2018 Subaru Cross-
Trek, driven by Jean M. Scheeren,
55, of Waynesboro, Virginia, the
VSP said.

The Hyundai crossed the cen-
ter line and struck head-on a
westbound 2003 Toyota Solara,
driven by Hailey D. Green, 18, of
Staunton, Virginia, Geller said.

Melton was transported to
the University of Virginia Medi-
cal Center for treatment of life-
threatening injuries, Geller said.
He remained in critical condition
Thursday, a hospital spokesman
said.

State and local officials con-
firmed that Melton currently
serves as the state commissioner
and is a former vice president of
Mountain States Health Alliance,
a predecessor of Ballad Health.

Green died at the scene.
Scheeren was not injured, Geller
said.

The investigation revealed that
Melton may have suffered a med-
ical emergency, which is being in-
vestigated as a factor in the crash,
Geller said.

Staff throughout the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services is dev-
astated to hear the news, spokes-
woman Maria Reppas said. The
department expressed its “deep-
est sympathies” to Green’s family.

“We are also extremely con-
cerned about Dr. Melton,” Rep-
pas said. “He is in very capable
hands at the University ofVirginia
Medical Center. They will provide
all necessary tests and medical
care to treat him, and we pray for
a full recovery.”

Melton
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Mike Hall cuts ceiling tiles for the new office at Van Pelt Elementary on Thursday. Bristol, Virginia, students return to class next Thursday.
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Bristol Virginia Public Schools’ Bill Buckles,
director of maintenance, transportation
and facilities, seen through one of the
new classroom doors, talks about the
construction at Van Pelt Elementary School.

Open Houses and Orientations

MONDAY
» Van Pelt Elementary 5-7 p.m.
» Virginia Middle School 5-7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
» Highland View Elementary 5-6 p.m.
» Stonewall Jackson Elementary 5- 6 p.m.
(kindergarten and first grade only)
» Washington-Lee Elementary 5:30-7:30
p.m.
» Virginia High School 7 p.m. (freshman
orientation & open house)

» For more information: www.bvps.org

Gearing up for school
Enrollment growth, construction as city
schools preparing to reopen next week

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Elementary enroll-
ment is expected to be higher
when Bristol Virginia schools

reopen next week.
Teacher in-service activities are un-

derway, the convocation is this morn-
ing at Virginia High School, a series of
open house events are scheduled next
week, and students report back to the
classroom next Thursday.

Preliminary registration numbers
indicate kindergarten through second-
grade enrollment will be up at two of
the city’s four elementary schools com-
pared to last year, Superintendent Keith
Perrigan said Thursday.

The division receives additional state
funding to limit class sizes in kinder-
garten through third grade, based on
the number of students eligible for free
or reduced price lunch under federal
poverty guidelines. Those limits are 23
per classroom at Van Pelt Elementary,
21 at Stonewall Jackson and Washing-
ton-Lee and 19 at Highland View.

“At Stonewall Jackson, we’re right at
the max already, and in two grade levels
at Van Pelt — if everybody shows up
who is on our roll — we’re already over.
We anticipated that and already hired
one additional teacher, but that doesn’t
account for the other grade level and
the potential of the third [grade level]
to be over,” Perrigan said Thursday.

Van Pelt has the highest enrollment

with 66 kindergarten students for
three classes, 73 first-graders for three
classes and 76 second-graders for three
classes.

Final enrollment numbers may not be
available until after Labor Day. Because
of the increase, school officials agreed
to some changes this week.

“Until the first few days of school,
we’re stopping enrollment at those
schools [Van Pelt, Stonewall Jackson]”
Perrigan said. “If you live in the Van Pelt
zone and are in kindergarten, first or
second grade, we’ll take your registra-
tion papers, we’ll guarantee you’ll be in
a kindergarten, first- or second-grade
class somewhere, but we may not be

See SCHOOLS, Page A9
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Bristol Virginia Public Schools Superintendent
Keith Perrigan talks about the expected
enrollment growth for the upcoming school year.

Trump to put 10% tariffs on remaining China imports
BY PAUL WISEMAN, KEVIN FREKING

and JOSH BOAK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump intensified pressure
Thursday on China to reach a trade
deal by saying he will impose 10%
tariffs Sept. 1 on the remaining $300
billion in Chinese imports he hasn’t
already taxed. The move immedi-
ately sent stock prices sinking.

The president has already im-

posed 25% tariffs on $250 billion in
Chinese products, and Beijing has
retaliated by taxing $110 billion in
U.S. goods.

U.S. consumers will likely feel
the pain if Trump proceeds with
the new tariffs. Trump’s ear-
lier tariffs had been designed to
minimize the impact on ordinary
Americans by focusing on indus-
trial goods. But the new tariffs
will hit a vast range of consumer

products from cellphones to silk
scarves.

The president’s announcement
via Twitter came as a surprise, in
part because the White House on
Wednesday had said Beijing con-
firmed that it planned to increase
its purchases of American farm
products. That word came just
as U.S. and Chinese negotiators
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Ballad announces
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