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BY RAHIM FAIEZ and CARA ANNA
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
suicide bomber stood in the
middle of the dancing, clap-
ping crowd as hundreds of
Afghan children and adults
celebrated a wedding in a joy-
ous release from Kabul’s strain
of war. Then, in a flash, he
detonated his explosives-filled
vest, killing dozens — and Af-
ghanistan grieved again.

The local Islamic State af-
filiate claimed responsibility
for the deadliest attack in the
capital this year, with 63 killed
and 182 wounded, while out-
raged Afghans questioned just
how safe they will be under
an approaching deal between
the United States and the Tali-
ban to end America’s longest
war.
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E
MORY, Va. — Throughout his professional career, John W. Wells
has lived in Nashville, Northeast Tennessee and western North
Carolina. � But now the new president of Emory & Henry Col-

lege has settled down in Emory, and he feels right at home. � “There’s
something about the timelessness of the mountains that reminds us
of the enduring value of place. We live in a somewhat rootless world
today, but there’s something that folks born in the Appalachian re-
gion have that is so important,” said Wells, who was promoted to the
office of president in July after serving as provost and dean of faculty
since 2017.

EMORY & HENRY

New Emory & Henry president wants to get involved in community
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John W. Wells, the new president of Emory & Henry College,
talks about his love for a college his family has attended and
served for generations. Here, he stands next to a portrait of
the college’s 12th president, James Noah Hillman. Wells is
Emory & Henry’s 22nd president.

See LEGACY, Page A5

BY JUSTIN MATTINGLY
Richmond Times-Dispatch

More than one in four public
school students in Virginia aren’t
reading on grade level by the end
of third grade as results on the
critical state test continue to slide.

Scores on the third-grade read-
ing Standards of Learning test in
the state fell for the third straight
year, down from a 76% pass rate
in the 2015-16 school year to 71%
this year, according to data re-
leased last week by the Virginia
Department of Education. The
test, experts and studies have

LEGACY
LEARNINGOF

More than 1 in 4 Va. students falling behind in reading

Emory & Henry has always
been looked at as a leader

among Appalachian colleges. It’s
a place that has generated a lot of
ingenuity and creativity. I’ve always
respected the place, even apart from
the sentimental attachments of
family. It’s a real honor to be here.”

— John W. Wells, new president of Emory & Henry
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