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BRISTOL, Tenn. — Emails be-
tween Bristol, Tennessee, offi-
cials about the Sixth Street dining
strip project — which eliminated
parking in downtown Bristol and
drew complaints from a number
of business owners — reveal that
city leaders realize they should
have done a better job commu-
nicating with those affected.

In July, the city
expanded a strip
of sidewalk on
Sixth Street be-
tween Shelby
Street and State
Street to encour-
age outdoor din-
ing, which elimi-
nated nine park-
ing spaces. The
loss of parking
and other issues
caused by the
strip led business
owners to speak
out against it at
the Aug. 6 City
Council meeting.

Many of the
business and
property owners on Sixth Street
said they received no direct
communication from the city
related to the project until it was
already underway. Keith Yonker,
owner of the Angry Italian, said
he was aware of the city’s inten-
tions to put in a dining strip, but
he didn’t know the timeline of
the project or what it would look
like.

Emails related to the project
between late June and late Au-
gust were obtained by the Bristol
Herald Courier through a Free-
dom of Information Act request.

In a July 25 email between Vice
Mayor Mahlon Luttrell and City
Manager Bill Sorah, Luttrell said
Lewis Foreman, owner of Fore-
man and Associates in the Cen-
tral Building, told him that busi-
ness owners along the street had
not been notified of the project.

In a July 26 email between
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$1.3B Ponzi scheme nets local seller, victims
BY ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol businessman Peter Hol-
ler, who has been selling securi-
ties for more than 40 years, is one
of hundreds of representatives
around the country caught up in

a $1.3 billion investment Ponzi
scheme, which resulted in his
suspension as a broker.

In October, formerWoodbridge
Group of Companies CEO Rob-
ert Shapiro — not the celebrity
attorney — will be sentenced in

federal court in southern Florida
after pleading guilty to charges
related to the Ponzi scheme.
Shapiro, 61, faces up to 25 years
in prison.

“I was a victim of the Wood-
bridge debacle just like about

8,400 or so others,” Holler, who
was suspended for two years in
2018 by the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority, told the
Bristol Herald Courier. “I was
one of several hundred repre-
sentatives who marketed what

appeared to be a completely
legitimate direct loan program
that used first position liens on
valuable real estate to provide se-
curity for loans to third parties.”

See PONZI, Page A9
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Destruction is seen from Hurricane Dorian on Wednesday at Marsh Harbour in Great Abaco Island, Bahamas. The death toll has jumped to 20 in the Bahamas.

Virginia to receive $20.4M fromTrump
administration to fight opioid addiction

BY MICHAEL MARTZ
RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Virginia will receive $20.4 mil-
lion from the administration
of President Donald Trump to
help fight an opioid addiction
crisis that doesn’t appear to be
abating in the state despite ex-
panded access to overdose-re-
versing drugs.

The money is part of a $1.8 bil-
lion commitment announced
by the Trump administration on
Wednesday to help state, local
and territorial governments re-
spond to the opioid crisis with
improved access to treatment
and prevention services.

Most of the money, $15.8 mil-
lion, will go to the state Depart-

ment of Behav-
ioral Health and
Developmental
Services to help
with treatment,
prevention and

recovery services for an epi-
demic that has taken more than
9,000 lives in Virginia since 2007.

The Virginia Department of
Health will receive a separate
allocation of more than $4.6
million from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
for the first year in a three-year
program.

“This federal funding is an
essential part of our combined
efforts, along with healthcare
professionals, community orga-

nizations, and other stakehold-
ers, to combat the substance
use disorder crisis in Virginia,”
Secretary of Health and Human
Resources Daniel Carey said in
a statement on Wednesday.

Carey said the two state agen-
cies “have been at the front lines
of the commonwealth’s work on
these issues and these funds ...
will allow them to expand and
continue their life-saving work.”

Alex Azar, U.S. secretary of
health and human services,
touted results of what he said
has been $9 billion in federal
grants to increase access to
treatment and prevention ser-
vices since Trump became pres-
ident more than two years ago.

‘I feel like Job’
Death toll climbs to 20 in Bahamas

BY MARKO ÁLVAREZ, DÁNICA COTO
and MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN

The Associated Press

F
REEPORT, Bahamas — The
ground crunched under
Greg Alem’s feet on Wednes-

day as he walked over the ruins
of his home, laid waste by Hurri-
cane Dorian. He touched a splin-
tered beam of wood and pointed
to the fallen trees, overcome by
memories.

“We planted those trees our-
selves. Everything has a memory,

you know,” he said. “It’s so, so
sad. ... In the Bible there is a per-
son called Job, and I feel like Job
right now. He’s lost everything,
but his faith kept him strong.”

The devastation wrought by
Dorian — and the terror it in-
flicted during its day-and-a-half
mauling of the Bahamas — came
into focus Wednesday as the
passing of the storm revealed a
muddy, debris-strewn landscape

See DORIAN, Page A9
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