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Reopening plans
for SWVa. schools
subject to change

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

School divisions across South-
west Virginia will rely on an ar-
ray of creative ways to resume
instruction next month, and of-
ficials universally agree that all
plans remain subject to change
due to ongoing concerns about
COVID-19.

The total number of cases
across Southwest Virginia has
risen in recent weeks, but infec-
tion rates in the 10 counties and
two cities in far Southwest Vir-
ginia remain at a fraction of 1%
of total population.

The state Department of Ed-
ucation previously declared
that local school boards should
chart their course of operations
for the 2020-21 academic year
based on public health and oth-
er guidelines, but coursework
would be graded, and standard-
ized testing is expected to occur
next spring.

At present, school divisions in
Bristol, Norton, Buchanan and
Scott and Tazewell counties in-
tend to begin the fall semester
with most students in class-
rooms four days per week. Other
area divisions have announced
hybrid models where students
would be in schools part of the
time and learning remotely —
via the internet — the remain-
der. Divisions are also offering a
totally remote or virtual learning
option.

“No matter what happens, this

year is going to be challenging
because of the uncertainty, be-
cause what we’re doing is differ-
ent,” said Bristol Virginia Super-
intendent Keith Perrigan. “Even
though we provided a lot of
training, we’re going to be learn-
ing as we go — offering a fully
remote model while we’re also
offering a fully in-person model.
The challenges are not insur-
mountable, but I anticipate this
will be the most challenging year
that any educator has ever had.”

Bristol students are scheduled
to return to class Aug. 20 with
a four-day schedule Monday
through Thursday. Fridays are
designed to give teachers time
to plan, custodians a chance to
deep-clean buildings and ad-
ministrators a chance to review
health and other data.

Daily temperature screenings,
face masks, social distancing
and other steps will be required
to comply with state and federal
health guidelines.

While local case counts remain
low compared to more densely
populated areas, any local spike
could prompt further changes,
Perrigan said.
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TaKota Allen, 14, shows some of the handmade jewelry (also shown below) he is making and selling to
raise funds for Blue Mountain Therapy in Abingdon. He has made around 300 pieces in the last six weeks,
including bracelets, necklaces and rear-view mirror pendulums.

Police, protesters clash across US

BY JEFF MARTIN
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Protests took a
violent turn in several U.S. cities
over the weekend, with demon-
strators squaring off against fed-

eral agents outside a courthouse
in Portland, Oregon, forcing po-
lice in Seattle to retreat into a sta-
tion house and setting fire to ve-
hicles in California and Virginia.

A protest against police vio-

lence in Austin, Texas, turned
deadly when a witness says the
driver of a car that drove through
a crowd of marchers opened fire
on an armed demonstrator who
approached the vehicle. And
someone was shot and wounded
in Aurora, Colorado, after a car
drove through a protest there,
authorities said.

The unrest Saturday and early

Sunday stemmed from the weeks
of protests over racial injustice
and the police treatment of peo-
ple of color that flared up after
the May 25 death of George Floyd
in Minneapolis. Floyd, who was
Black and handcuffed, died af-
ter a white police officer used his
knee to pin down Floyd’s neck for
nearly eight minutes while Floyd
begged for air.

In Seattle, police officers re-
treated into a precinct station
early Sunday, hours after large
demonstrations in the city’s
Capitol Hill neighborhood. Some
demonstrators lingered after of-
ficers filed into the department’s
East Precinct around 1 a.m., but
most cleared out a short time

‘AMAZING KID’
Teen makes jewelry to raise money to help others with autism

BY LAURA J. MONDUL
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Rather than go
stir-crazy with cabin fever during
the COVID-19 pandemic, an autistic

teenager is using the downtime to learn a
new skill that he is using to help others.

TaKota Allen, 14, has not always had an
easy time of growing up.

“My life has been very challenging,” he
said. “I have struggled with impulsiveness,
friendships, academics, communication,
empathy, and I have felt loneliness and low
self-esteem for years.”

TO ORDER
» To order TaKota’s jewelry, visit his mother’s Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/tina.mcbridebuck. Orders
can be placed by private messaging her.

See AMAZING, Page A5

Hanna drenches South Texas
BY JOHN L. MONE

and NOMAAN MERCHANT
The Associated Press

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas —
A day after roaring ashore as a
hurricane, Hanna lashed the
Texas Gulf Coast on Sunday with
high winds and drenching rains
that destroyed boats, flooded
streets and knocked out power
across a region already reel-

ing from a surge in coronavirus
cases.

Downgraded to a tropical de-
pression, Hanna passed over the
U.S.-Mexico border with winds
near 50 mph, the National Hur-
ricane Center said. It unloaded
more than 12 inches of rain on
parts of South Texas and north-
eastern Mexico.

Border communities whose

health care systems were already
strained by COVID-19 cases —
with some patients being airlift-
ed to larger cities — found them-
selves under siege from the first
hurricane of the 2020 Atlantic
season. There were no immedi-
ate reports of any deaths on ei-
ther side of the border.

See HANNA, Page A5

See SCHOOLS, Page A6

INSIDE
» For a chart showing the start
dates of schools, coronavirus
cases in the area and other
information, go to A6.

LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

16.1M+
4.22M+
84,567
93,936

647,000+
146,000+
2,078
967

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP

Richmond among cities where

violence broke out over weekend

See CLASH, Page A6


