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Shooter resigned on day of attack
BY BEN FINLEY

and MICHAEL KUNZELMAN
The Associated Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — The
gunman who attacked his col-
leagues at a Virginia Beach gov-
ernment office building resigned
by email hours before the shoot-
ing, a city official said Sunday as

authorities sought a motive in
the assault that killed 12 people.

Officials gave no indication
why 40-year-old DeWayne Crad-
dock had notified a superior of
his intention to leave his job as a
civil engineer in the utilities de-
partment. He was an employee
“in good standing” and showed

“satisfactory” job performance,
City Manager Dave Hansen said.

Police Chief James Cervera de-
scribed a chaotic scene as officers

entered the building and pursued
the assailant through a tightly
packed warren of offices that the
chief likened to a maze or a hon-
eycomb. They exchanged fire in a
protracted gunbattle. Cervera did
not know how many rounds were
fired but said it was “well into the
double digits.”

“In the police world, anything
more than three to five shots is a
long gunbattle,” he said.

At one point, the suspect fired
at officers through a door and a
wall and hit one officer, who was
saved by a bulletproof vest.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: Nicole Childress places “Spirit Dog Creates the Milky Way” painted by Amber Hurley at Westfall. From left to
right, Kanin Clark, Cora Edwards and Tovie Mayfield from The Olive Oil Company pose with their wolf, “Canis Major” painted by Nicole Childress.
Nicole Dyer, owner of White Birch Food & Juice, places her new wolf pup, “Glimmer,” painted by Brian Serway, outside her business. Lindsey
Holderfield and her son, Rylan Kreps, admire “Henna: Happiness & Longevity,” a wolf statue painted by Aria Asbury. Morgan Wallace Gilbert’s wolf
“Bounty” is displayed at 128 Pecan. Steven Reeves, a resident artist at The Arts Depot, collaborates on the art center’s “Welcome Wolf.”
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BINGDON, Va. — The wolves are
back in town.

A total of 25 locally painted wolf
statues — 10 adults and 15 pups — were
installed at businesses and other locations
throughout Abingdon on Saturday as part
of the fourth installment of the Abingdon
Wolf Project.

The fundraising project is an initiative of
Abingdon Main Street, a nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to making Abingdon a wel-
coming place while promoting the small
business community as well as contribut-
ing to the town’s historic and artistic assets.

The art project showcases local artist
talent on the backdrop of wolf and pup
sculptures, a fitting campaign since legend
has it the area was named “Wolf Hills” by
Daniel Boone in 1760 after his dogs were
attacked by a pack of wolves.

The wolf sculptures have decorated
lawns and downtown businesses since the
project was first created in 2008 by Gary
Kimbrell as a way to promote Abingdon.
The last campaign when the wolves were
painted, named, and installed in town was
in 2014.

Project showcases local
artist talent on backdrop

of wolf, pup sculptures
BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
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Outgoing
schools
chief ‘ready
for new
challenge’

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Gary Lilly,
superintendent of Bristol Ten-
nessee City Schools, will miss the
people who he’s come to know
and love and made
the school system
what it is.

On Thursday,
Lilly, who has been
superintendent of
BTCS since 2009,
announced that he
planned to leave
the school district to take up a
position as superintendant of
Collierville Schools. Though he’s
been superintendent of schools
for 10 years, Lilly has been with
the district for 25 years in sev-
eral positions, including teacher
at Anderson Elementary School,
principal of Avoca Elementary
School, and various administra-
tive roles.

Lilly said he did not originally
plan on leaving the district but
was approached by a recruiter
for the position. He found that,
despite only forming in 2014,
Collierville Schools have a num-
ber of similarities, including a
supportive community.

“When you talk to folks in Col-
lierville, they’re proud of the
school system, and they should
be, they are very high achievers,”
Lilly said.

He said they also have a one-
to-one technology initiative like
Bristol, Tennessee, and are also
prioritizing post-secondary op-
portunities and work-based
learning.
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