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Sports betting in Va.
continues to grow, tops

$1.3B through June
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Sports wagering contin-
ues to grow in Virginia, top-
ping $1.32 billion through
June, with more operators
preparing to enter the mar-
ket.

Gina Smith, deputy di-
rector of gaming compli-
ance at the Virginia Lottery,
shared details of the first six
months of sports wagering
in Virginia with the Lottery
Board during its quarterly
meeting. After being ap-
proved by the General As-
sembly in 2020, sports bet-
ting began in late January.
Virginia gamblers made
more than $1 billion in
wagers in less than five full
months.

Unofficially, about $234.9
million was wagered in
Virginia in June, with final
figures expected at month’s
end. That is up slightly
compared to the $226.9
million wagered in May.

At 31.5%, pro basketball
has been the most popular
sport to bet on while parlay

Virginia Sports
Wagering 2021
» June $234.94M
» May $226.96M
» April $236.43M
» March $304.06M
» February $265.77M
» January $58.89M

Source: Virginia Lottery

Virginia Lottery
Board approves
casino regulations

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

TheVirginia Lottery Board
on Wednesday approved
draft regulations to govern
operations of the state’s fu-
ture gaming casinos.

Meeting in Richmond
in an event livestreamed
online, the board unani-
mously approved proposed
permanent regulations for
casinos planned in Bristol,
Danville, Norfolk and Ports-
mouth, as well as Rich-
mond, if voters there ap-
prove it in a November ref-
erendum. The regulations
are expected to be finalized
in May 2022 and would re-
place emergency regula-
tions currently in place.

The board also heard
more details regarding the

timeline to approve casino
gaming licenses.

Voters in Bristol, Danville,
Norfolk and Portsmouth
last November approved
the operation of one casino
in each city. The lottery is
now accepting the license
applications from the four
designated casino opera-
tors, including Hard Rock
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More Information
» To view proposed casino regulations, visit:
www.valottery.com/aboutus/casinosandsportsbetting/casinos

See SPORTS, Page A9

See CASINO, Page A9

Pelosi bars Trump allies from Jan. 6 probe

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi onWednesday rejected
two Republicans tapped by House
GOP leader Kevin McCarthy to sit on
a committee investigating the Jan. 6
Capitol insurrection, a decision the
Republican denounced as “an egre-
gious abuse of power.”

McCarthy said the GOP won’t par-
ticipate in the investigation if Dem-

ocrats won’t accept the members he
appointed.

Pelosi cited the “integrity” of the
probe in refusing to accept the ap-
pointments of Indiana Rep. Jim
Banks, picked by McCarthy to be
the top Republican on the panel,
or Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan. The two
men are outspoken allies of former
President Donald Trump, whose
supporters laid siege to the Capitol
that day and interrupted the certifi-
cation of President Joe Biden’s win.
Both of them voted to overturn the

election results in the hours after the
siege.

Democrats have said the investiga-
tion will go on whether the Repub-
licans participate or not, as Pelosi
has already appointed eight of the
13 members — including Republi-
can Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, a
Trump critic — and that gives them
a bipartisan quorum to proceed, ac-
cording to committee rules.

Pelosi said she had spoken with
McCarthy and told him that she
would reject the two names.

Republicans vow boycott
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With Sullivan County District Attorney General Barry Staubus (center) listening, the Sullivan County Executive Committee
discusses the pending Baby Doe lawsuit Wednesday. The officials announced that they approved a strategy for the trial.

Strategy OK’d
BY SARAH WADE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Sullivan County officials
announced Wednesday that they approved a
strategy for a landmark opioid trial set to start

next week but wouldn’t say what it is or whether it
involves a possible settlement.

The announcement happened on the cusp of a trial
that could result in drug producer Endo Pharmaceuti-
cals paying billions of dollars in damages for its role in
the region’s addiction crisis.

On Wednesday afternoon, at a public meeting about
the lawsuit, five members of the County Commis-
sion’s Executive Committee — Joyce Crosswhite,
Michael Cole, Alicia Starnes, Todd Broughton and
Judy Blalock — held a closed-door discussion with
Sullivan County District Attorney General Barry
Staubus. Several minutes later, the group filed into
the courthouse’s Commission Room and sat around a
table at the back.

“We, the Executive Committee, accept the trial strat-
egy as discussed in our Executive Committee meeting,”
Broughton said to the group, introducing a resolution.
“Does that sound appropriate to everyone?”

There were nods. Crosswhite made a motion to accept
the measure, Blalock seconded, and the group voted.
Whatever it was, the trial strategy passed unanimously,
and the group dispersed, rejecting requests for more in-
formation and explanation from members of the media.

Staubus and a handful of other DAGs filed the
“Sullivan Baby Doe” case four years ago on behalf of
nine Northeast Tennessee counties and Baby Doe,
a Sullivan County baby born with neonatal absti-
nence syndrome. Their goal: Prove that several opioid
manufacturers and distributors knowingly fueled the
region’s massive addiction and overdose crisis.

Two of the drug companies sued, Purdue Pharma
and Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals, have dropped
out via bankruptcy. Endo Pharmaceuticals is the only
company left.

Talks of settlement swirl around
upcoming opioid damages trial

NEW GUIDANCE
Northam urges but

won’t require continued
masking in schools

CHASING GOLD
King graduate Hildebrandt ready
for Olympic wrestling challenge
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SCREENSHOT VIA ZOOM

Speaking via Zoom, Tennessee Attorney General Herbert
H. Slatery III announced a historic $26 billion agreement
that will bring desperately needed relief to people across
the country struggling with opioid addiction.

See OPIOID, Page A9


