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Austin named Bristol Tenn. police chief

Austin

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Longtime Bristol Tennessee police
Officer Matt Austin has been named
chief of the city’s Police Department.

On Thursday, City Manager Bill So-
rah announced Austin’s appointment
to replace Blaine Wade, who retired

June 30. Austin has served as interim
chief since his departure.

He first joined the department as
an officer in 1991. Throughout his
30-year career in law enforcement,
Austin has served in a number of ca-
pacities, including as narcotics inves-
tigator, school resource officer, patrol

captain and SWAT team leader. He
advanced through the ranks of ser-
geant, lieutenant and captain.

He has served as major since 2013
and has overseen the department’s
operations bureau, which is com-
prised of the patrol and criminal in-
vestigations division.

“I’m grateful and humble to be ap-
pointed chief,” Austin said.

He said his selection was made
through a rigorous process led by the
city manager. More than 100 people
from across the country, including

See CHIEF, Page A9

See CHILD, Page A4
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CHILD TAX CREDIT Delta variant
confirmed in
the region

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

COVID-19 cases in-
creased in some parts
of this region during the
past week, and the delta
variant is at least partially
to blame, health officials
confirmed.

Delta is now the domi-
nant strain in the U.S.,
accounting for more than
half of all new cases, ac-
cording to the Centers for
Disease Control. The del-
ta strain has mutations
that make it easier to in-
fect human cells, mean-
ing people may be more
contagious and more
likely to spread it.

Commonly available
COVID tests don’t imme-
diately identify the vari-
ant, which means results
must be sent to state labs
for verification, so results
can lag by several days.
Both Tennessee and Vir-
ginia update their respec-

tive variant databases
on a weekly basis. The
Tennessee Department
of Health confirmed 125
delta variant cases state-
wide as of July 8, and the
state has confirmed 12
different variants com-
bined to cause over 4,500
cases.

At least four cases of the
delta variant have been
identified in Southwest
Virginia, according to the
Virginia Department of
Health, although it con-
siders the region extend-
ing from Lee County to
Roanoke. Virginia also
updates its variant totals
each Friday, so a new to-
tal is expected today.

Dr. Karen Shelton,
health director of the
Mount Rogers Health
District, warned this vari-
ant is dangerous, much
like the alpha or B.1.1.7.

See DELTA, Page A9
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Vice President Kamala Harris listens as President Joe Biden speaks during an event to mark the start of monthly Child
Tax Credit relief payments in the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex Thursday in Washington.

‘RIGHT ON TIME’
Monthly payment starts hitting US families’ bank accounts

» HOW BIG ARE THE CREDITS?: The credit is
$3,600 annually for children under age 6 and
$3,000 for children ages 6 to 17. But six months
of payments will be advanced on a monthly
basis through the end of the year.This means
eligible families will receive $300 monthly for
each child under 6 and $250 per child older
than that.This is a change from last year, when
the credit totaled $2,000 per child. Families
who did not owe the government income taxes
were also unable to claim the credit, a restric-
tion that Biden and Congress lifted.
» ARE THERE LIMITS ON WHO CAN
QUALIFY? The payments begin to phase
out at incomes of $75,000 for individu-
als, $112,500 for heads of household and
$150,000 for married couples. Higher-income
families with incomes of $200,000 for
individuals and $400,000 for married couples
can still receive the previous $2,000 credit.
» HOW CAN YOU APPLY? If you filed taxes
and the IRS already has your bank account in-

formation, the payments should be deposited
directly into your account on the 15th of each
month.The Treasury Department estimates
that 35.2 million families will receive payments
in July. If you didn’t file taxes in 2019 or 2020,
you might still be eligible for the credit and can
apply here: https://www.irs.gov/credits-deduc-
tions/child-tax-credit-non-filer-sign-up-tool.
» WHY ARE THE PAYMENTS MONTHLY?
Advocates say the monthly payments can
help smooth out an impoverished family’s
income, making it easier for them to budget
and less dependent on high-interest lenders.
» CAN THE MONTHLY PAYMENTS BE
STOPPED? Yes. Some people are used to
the child tax credit enabling them to get a
refund on their taxes.They might not want
the monthly advance, and about 1 million
people have opted out, according to admin-
istration officials. People can unenroll here:
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/
child-tax-credit-update-portal.

How the expanded child tax credit payments work
BY JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

W
ASHINGTON
— The child tax
credit had always

been an empty gesture to
millions of parents like
Tamika Daniel.

That changed Thursday
when the first payment of
$1,000 hit Daniel’s bank
account — and dollars
started flowing to the
pockets of more than 35
million families around
the country. Daniel, a
35-year-old mother of
four, didn’t even know
the tax credit existed
until President Joe Biden
expanded it for one year
as part of the $1.9 trillion
coronavirus relief package
that passed in March.

Biden,Merkel
stress friendship,
differ on pipeline
BY AAMER MADHANI, ALEXANDRA

JAFFE and FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Wel-
coming Angela Merkel to
the White House for a final
time, President Joe Biden
renewed his concerns to
the German chancellor
Thursday about a major,
nearly complete Russia-
to-Germany gas pipeline
but said they agreed Rus-
sia must not be allowed to
use energy as a weapon.

The two discussed —
though made no apparent
headway — on differences
over the Nord Stream 2
pipeline during a largely
friendly farewell visit for

Merkel as she nears the
end of a political career
that has spanned four
American presidencies.

“On a personal note, I
must tell you I will miss
seeing you at our sum-
mits,” Biden said as he
stood by Merkel, the
second-longest serving
chancellor in Germany’s
history, at a late afternoon
White House press confer-
ence. “I truly will.”

Merkel, who had a fa-
mously difficult relation-
ship with former President
Donald Trump, showed
her ease and familiarity

See MERKEL, Page A9

Over 60 dead, dozens missing as severe floods strike Europe » A10
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